
1) Update for 2020: Given the Covid-19 crisis that has shut schools across the UK, the above opportunities have been put on hold.  
     We will endeavour to provide this opportunity for you before the end of the academic year if it is possible to do so. 
 
2) The differences between A-Level and BTEC Level 3 courses are discussed in the Options Booklet on Page 6. 
 
3) There may be an exception made if you have an area of strength that allows you to meet the subject-specific requirements for a particular A-
Level course. This decision will be made at the discretion of SLT, with input from the Lead Teachers for that subject. 
 
4) ‘GCSE English’ can include either English Language or English Literature. 

DPA Sixth Form Admissions Process 

We are delighted that you are considering joining DPA Sixth Form, whether you are already a student 
at DPA or if you are joining us from elsewhere. We would like to extend a warm welcome to you and 
thank you for your interest in what we offer.  

As an applicant you either have been or will be invited to attend a meeting1 to provide support and 
professional careers advice and guidance during this important time of transition. Please contact us 
at the Academy if you require further information or a guided tour1. 

Entry Criteria for DPA Sixth Form 

The three pathways to success at DPA Sixth Form are: 

 Pathway 1 Pathway 2 Pathway 3 

Courses A Levels 
A combination of A Levels 

& BTEC Level 3 courses2 
BTEC Level 3 courses3 

GCSEs 
Required 

5+ subjects at Grade 5+ 
 
Must include Grade 5+ in 

both Maths and English4 

5+ subjects at Grade 5+ 
 
Grade 4+ in either Maths / 
English with a Grade 3+ 
in the other. 

5+ subjects at Grade 4+ 
 
Grade 4+ in either Maths 
/ English with a Grade 3+ 
in the other. 

Example 
Student –  
GCSE 
Results  

English Literature – 6 
English Language – 7 
Maths – 5 
 
Combined Science – 7, 6 
History – 6 
French – 4 
Computer Science – 4 
Art – 3  

English Literature – 5 
English Language – 4 
Maths – 3 
 
Combined Science – 5, 5 
Art – 6 
Media – 5 
PE – 5 
Geography – 3  

English Literature – 4 
English Language – 3 
Maths – 4 
 
Combined Science – 4, 3 
Business – 6 
Computer Science – 3  
History – 4  
French – 3  

Example 
Student –  
KS5 
Options 

A Level English Literature  
A Level Biology  
A Level History 

A Level Art 
A Level Media Studies 
BTEC PE 
Resit GCSE Maths 

Double BTEC Business 
Cambridge Technical IT 
Resit GCSE English 
Language (optional) 

 

In addition to meeting the entry requirements for your chosen pathway, you must also meet the 

subject-specific criteria for the courses you wish to study (which can be found on Page 5 of the 

Courses Booklet). You must also be able to demonstrate both good conduct and attendance. 

In addition to your three course choices, you will have a few additional courses from which to choose. 

These include the EPQ (Page 8 of the Options Booklet), GCSE English and Maths (Page 3 of the 

Courses Booklet) and Further Maths as an additional fourth option (subject to entry requirements). 

You will also be taking an enrichment class which is non-examined (Page 10 of the Options Booklet). 
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Should DPA Sixth Form be oversubscribed, the following criteria will be applied for enrolment, in the 

order as shown below. 

1. Meeting minimum entrance criteria for both the Pathway selected and the specific courses chosen, 

along with evidence of good conduct and attendance. This can include any and all transition work 

set as preparation for KS5. 

2. Availability of the chosen course, e.g.: 

a. Places available 

b. Effective use of staff resources 

Assuming students have met criteria 1 & 2 above, the following criteria will apply: 

3. Students who have applied from DPA. 

4. Students who have applied from other schools who are in identified groups, e.g. 

a. Looked After Children and previously looked after children. 

b. Siblings or children of DPA staff. 

c. Siblings of students already studying at DPA. 

5. Students who have applied from other schools and made an application. 

6. Students who have applied from other schools but had not made an application to DPA Sixth 

Form. 


