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1. Introduction 
 
Ditton Park Academy is a forward thinking, all ability school, inspiring learning and taking a significant lead 
in regenerating the heart of the Slough community - a local school for families in the neighbourhood. Our 
Admissions Policy reflects these aspirations.  
 
Ditton Park Academy will provide secondary school places for young people aged 11 – 19 and the 
Admissions Policy for the Year 7 and Year 12 intakes is set out below. 
  
Ditton Park Academy is committed to straightforward, open, fair and transparent practices and policy in 
relation to Admissions. The school will act in accordance with the Schools Admissions Code (as revised 
February 2012), the School Admissions Appeals Code and admissions law as they apply to Academies.  
 
2. Application Process 
 
2.1  Application Process: Introduction 
 
Ditton Park Academy will be part of the Local Authority’s coordinated arrangements which requires all 
parents to complete a Common Application Form (CAF) provided by the Local Authority. 
 
Copies of the form are available from the Admissions Team at Slough Borough Council or online at: 
www.slough.gov.uk/admissions where full details of the application process are also available.  
 
In completing the Common Application Form, Ditton Park Academy must be listed as one of the 
preferences on the LA form. Inaccurate or false information on the form could result in the place being 
withdrawn.  
 
We will operate in keeping with the local Fair Access Protocol.  
 
 
2.2  Appeals  
 
Those who are offered a place at Ditton Park Academy will be informed during the first week of March by 
the Local Authority. Parents who are not offered a place through this process have a right to appeal against 
the decision. Ditton Park Academy will use an independent appeals service.  Independent Appeals Panels 
are appointed in accordance with the Code of Practice for School Admissions Appeals and training is given 
to all who sit on these panels. 
 
Further information can be found on the website. 
 
https://www.dittonparkacademy.co.uk/541/appeals 
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2.3  Waiting Lists 
 
If Ditton Park Academy is oversubscribed, names of all unsuccessful applicants will be placed on a waiting 
list managed by the Local Authority and, should vacancies arise before the end of the autumn term, will be 
offered places in accordance with the published oversubscription criteria. At the end of the autumn term, 
the waiting list will cease to operate, and parents would need to make an application for an ‘in year’ 
admission, managed by Slough Borough Council, if they still want their child to be considered for a place at 
the school.  
 
3. Admission Policy: Year 7 
 
Ditton Park Academy is a state funded school which has an agreed Published Admissions Number of 180 
per year for admission into year 7 and shall admit up to this number each year. All applicants will be 
admitted if fewer than 180 applications are received.  
 
Where the school receives more applications for year 7 than it has places available the criteria listed below 
will apply.  
 
3.1  Admissions Criteria  
 
Children with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) (formerly a statement of Special Educational 
Needs) where Ditton Park Academy is named on the EHCP must, by law, be admitted to Ditton Park 
Academy.  
 
If the school is not oversubscribed, all applicants will be allocated a place. 
 
After this requirement has been met, places will be allocated in line with the following over-subscription 
criteria in this order:  
 

• Looked after children and all previously looked after children, including those children who appear (to 
the admission authority), to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care 
as a result of being adopted. 

Note: a looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of the Local Authority or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise of their social services functions (See Section 22(1) of 
the Children Act 1989), at the time of making the application to the school. 
 

• Children with a strong social or medical reason. This can only be considered where a parent states on 
the Common Application Form that the application is being made on these grounds.  Evidence must be 
provided by the closing date for applications and by a professional such as a GP, hospital consultant or 
social worker involved in the child’s case.  This must demonstrate why Ditton Park Academy is the only 
school which can meet the child’s needs and why other schools could not. (Examples of strong medical 
or social grounds could be:  serious domestic or family problems; or the child having a chronic medical 
condition).  The discretion of the Admission Authority will apply. 

• Siblings of children who will be attending the school in the year of admission (from Year 7 up to Year 
12) i.e. brothers or sisters including step, adopted or foster brothers or sisters living in the same family 
unit at the time when the child would be due to start at the school. 

• Children of staff employed by Ditton Park Academy who hold a permanent contract, full or part time, 
have been in post for 2 or more years or who have been recruited to fill a vacant post in a 
demonstrable skill shortage area. 
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• Distance from the school measured by a straight line measured from the main on street entrance of 
the child’s home (whether that be front gate or front door) to the main gate of the school using GIS 
software. 

 
(Note: for the purposes of defining the address of the child, if the child resides for part of the week 
with one parent and with the other for the remaining part of the week, then the address of the 
parent living closest to the school will be used.) 

 
3.3  Tiebreaker 
 
In the event of oversubscription within any category, allocations will be decided by prioritising applications 
on the basis of home to school distance measured in a straight line. Where distance measurements are the 
same, the authority will use random allocation to decide which children will be allocate the place.  
 
In the case of flats or multiple-occupancy measurement will be taken from the main entrance of the 
building.  
 
Where the application of oversubscription criteria would result in splitting children with either the same 
birth dates or children born in the same academic year from the same family, then places will be offered 
even if this will result in the school going above its admission number.  
 
3.4  In-Year admissions and Late applications 
 
A parent can apply for a place for their child at Ditton Park Academy at any time. The Local Authority will 
co-ordinate in-year applications for the school and details of how applications can be made and how they 
will be dealt with are published on their website (Slough Borough Council). 
 
Late applications are defined as those made for entry in a relevant age group which are submitted before 
the first day of the first term in the admission year but have not been made in time to enable the local 
authority to offer a place on National Offer Day.   
 
Parents who are not offered a place will be notified in writing and the letter will set out the right to appeal 
to t Independent Appeal Panel. 
 
4  Admissions:  Year 12 
 
4.1  Introduction 
 
This Admissions Policy will be the subject of consultation and review prior to the first year of admission for 
Year 12 students to ensure that the minimum criteria set for access to Post 16 courses are appropriate, fair 
and equitable.  
 
The proposed number of Year 12 places will be 120.  
 
4.2  Capacity and Admission Number  
 
Ditton Park Academy will operate a sixth form for a maximum total of 240 students. 120 places overall will 
be available in year 12 (the year 12 ‘capacity’), with pupils being admitted to year 12 in 2022. Internal 
applicants that meet the entry criteria and want to progress to the sixth form will be offered a place.  If 
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fewer than 120 of the school’s own year 11 pupil’s transfer into year 12, additional external pupils will be 
admitted until year 12 meets its capacity of 120. There are a variety of Sixth Form courses on offer each 
with different entry requirements. Full details of these will be published annually in the Sixth Form 
prospectus and applicants should contact the school for information.  
 
4.3  Oversubscription Criteria 
 
The Academy will admit any pupils with a statement of Special Educational Needs whose statement names 
the academy and who meet the minimum entry requirements.  
 
To be eligible for entry into the sixth form both internal and external pupils will be expected to have met 
the minimum academic entry requirements for the sixth form course and its level of qualification:  
 
These are currently:  
 
For level 3 courses 
 
A level: 5+ (9-5) grades at GCSE (including level 5 at Ma and En) 
 
Combination A Level/B Tec: 5+ (9-5) grades at GCSE (including level 4 at Ma or En) 
 
B Tec: 5+ (9-4) grades at GCSE (Including level 4 at Ma or En) 
 
(The school will adopt the preferred progress measure of the government at the time of opening the sixth 
form) 
 
In addition to the sixth form’s minimum academic entry requirements pupils will need to satisfy minimum 
entrance requirements to the courses for which they are applying. If either internal or external applicants 
fail to meet the minimum course requirements, they will be given the option of pursuing any alternative 
courses the school offers for which they do meet the minimum academic requirements, providing these 
courses are not already full and oversubscribed Course requirements are published annually on the 
school’s website in the Sixth Form prospectus. It is expected that all students that apply are able to 
demonstrate a good level Attendance and conduct throughout the previous academic year.  
 
When the sixth form is undersubscribed, all applicants meeting the minimum academic entry requirements 
will be admitted. When there are more external applicants that satisfy any academic entry requirements, 
priority, will be given in the following order:  
 
Children with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) (formerly a statement of Special Educational 
Needs) where Ditton Park Academy is named on the EHCP must, by law, be admitted to Ditton Park 
Academy.  
 
If the school is not oversubscribed, all applicants will be allocated a place. 
 
After this requirement has been met, places will be allocated in line with the following over-subscription 
criteria in this order:  
 

• Looked after children and all previously looked after children, including those children who appear (to 
the admission authority), to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care 
as a result of being adopted. 
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Note: a looked after child is a child who is (a) in the care of the Local Authority or (b) being provided with 
accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise of their social services functions (See Section 22(1) of 
the Children Act 1989), at the time of making the application to the school. 
 

• Children with a strong social or medical reason. This can only be taken into account where a parent 
states on the Common Application Form that the application is being made on these grounds.  
Evidence must be provided by the closing date for applications and by a professional such as a GP, 
hospital consultant or social worker involved in the child’s case.  This must demonstrate why Ditton 
Park Academy is the only school which can meet the child’s needs and why other schools could not. 
(Examples of strong medical or social grounds could be:  serious domestic or family problems; or the 
child having a chronic medical condition).  The discretion of the Admission Authority will apply. 

• Siblings of children who will be attending the school in the year of admission (from Year 7 up to Year 
12) i.e. brothers or sisters including step, adopted or foster brothers or sisters living in the same family 
unit at the time when the child would be due to start at the school. 

• Children of staff employed by Ditton Park Academy who hold a permanent contract, full or part time, 
have been in post for 2 or more years or who have been recruited to fill a vacant post in a 
demonstrable skill shortage area. 

 

• Distance from the school measured by a straight line measured from the main on street entrance of 
the child’s home (whether that be front gate or front door) to the main gate of the school using GIS 
software. 

 
(Note: for the purposes of defining the address of the child, if the child resides for part of the week 
with one parent and with the other for the remaining part of the week, then the address of the 
parent living closest to the school will be used.) 

 
4.4  Tiebreaker 
 
In the event of oversubscription within any category, allocations will be decided by prioritising applications 
on the basis of home to school distance measured in a straight line. Where distance measurements are the 
same, the authority will use random allocation to decide which children will be allocate the place.  
 
In the case of flats or multiple-occupancy measurement will be taken from the main entrance of the 
building.  
 
Where the application of oversubscription criteria would result in splitting children with either the same 
birth dates or children born in the same academic year from the same family, then places will be offered 
even if this will result in the school going above its admission number. 
 
4.5  Appeals 
 
If the school sixth form did not offer your child a place, both you and your child have the right to appeal. If 
they did not offer your child a place because there were others that more closely met the school's 
admissions criteria, then the appeals process is the same as all other school admission appeals. 

If your child was refused admission because they did not meet the entry requirements specified by the 
school (for example 5 GCSEs grade 4 or above), the panel will only uphold the appeal if it considers that the 
admission authority's decision was unreasonable based on the information available. For example, if there 
are specific reasons or special circumstances that meant your child was not able to get the required GCSEs 
at the relevant grades. 
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https://www.dittonparkacademy.co.uk/541/appeals 
 
Review 
 
This policy will be reviewed each year by The Trust.  


