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DPA Sixth Form: FAQs 

This is a summary of the questions from last year’s Sixth Form Open Evening:  

How many subjects will I study, 3 or 4? 

The A-Level reforms* mean that there are no longer any modular exams in January or AS Levels 
that contribute towards the final grade. Therefore all usable examinations take place in Y13. 
As a result, students will study 3 subjects at DPA Sixth Form rather than 4**. It is worth noting 
that universities look at the 3 grades in the subjects selected. Students’ 3 subjects can include 
A-levels, BTECs or a combination of both qualifications. 

In addition, students will have the opportunity to take the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), 
details of which are outlined in the DPA course booklet. This is widely recognised by 
Universities and is worth half an A Level.  

* Info on the reforms: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/get-the-facts-gcse-and-
a-level-reform/get-the-facts-as-and-a-level-reform 

** The exception to this is Further Maths which some students can study as a 4th option 
alongside Maths A-Level. This will be in consultation with the Maths department. 

How and when do I apply? 

Applications are now available on our website under Admissions > Sixth Form. The deadline for 
submission is Monday 20th January 2020. Any queries please email our Sixth Form Admissions 
Officer, Ms Khuram s.khuram@dittonparkacademy.co.uk  

How are BTECs different to A Levels? 

BTECs are applied and vocational courses, which tend to be more skill-based. They are assessed 
through a mixture of coursework and exams, offering a more practical approach to learning 
than A Levels. Level 3 BTEC are equivalent to A-Levels, worth an equivalent number of UCAS 
points. They can lead to a wide range of opportunities including university and apprenticeships. 

Are Level 3 Courses harder than GCSE? 

By now, you have probably heard countless numbers of people tell you that the step-up from 
GCSE to A-Level is huge, but don’t let this deter you. You need to remember that you will feel 
no different from all other students. The increase in difficulty is significant but our expert team 
at DPA Sixth Form, especially your Academic Mentors, are experienced in supporting students 
through this transition.  

As part of this we have induction and transition days, and Personal Development Days where 
you will receive training and support on how to study at a Sixth Form level. We have particularly 
strong relationships between staff and students at DPA, so rest assured you will treated like an 
adult and still be given all the support and guidance you need. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/get-the-facts-gcse-and-a-level-reform/get-the-facts-as-and-a-level-reform
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/get-the-facts-gcse-and-a-level-reform/get-the-facts-as-and-a-level-reform
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How much independent learning do I need to do for each subject? 

You should spend the same amount of hours taught for each subject on independent study. At 
DPA Sixth Form, we have made sure that we support our KS5 students with giving you 9 hours 
of lessons over a fortnight, which is more in comparison to some local providers. This means 
you should spend at least 9 hours of independent study for that subject. If you are studying 3 
subjects, this will add up to approximately 27 hours of independent study per fortnight. Some 
of these will be able to be taken as Home Study Sessions. 

What different privileges do Sixth Formers get? 

You will be aware that uniform is not required in the Sixth Form, and your own smart clothes 
can be worn. In addition to this, Sixth Formers have their own area in the school, away from 
other younger students, where they can study and socialise.  We will also support bring your 
own device such as a laptop to use.   

Other privileges / opportunities:  

- A Sixth Form Centre separate to other students in the school, including tea and coffee 
making facilities and vending machines 

- Computers to use during study time, and the ability to bring in and charge your own 
laptops 

- Specific provision to refreshments including food served in Sixth Form Centre 
- Students will have an input in our expectation and rules in the Sixth Form  
- Home Study Sessions (opportunity to leave site during designated study periods)  

What are class sizes in the Sixth Form? 

As DPA Sixth Form is still growing, many of our classes are smaller than other providers. This 
allows teachers to give more of their time each lesson to each student as well as more support 
and help outside lessons. There are many academic studies which show that classes sizes of 15 
students or less provide significant benefits to student progress. In DPA Sixth Form, 83% of our 
classes have 15 students or less and 43% of our classes have 10 students or less. 

How will Academic Mentoring work in the Sixth Form? 

In the Sixth Form, you will have an Academic Mentor, with whom you will have at least 2 
mentoring sessions per half term. During these appointments, you will discuss your progress, 
leadership activities, plans for after Sixth Form and any other issues with which you may need 
support. There will also be whole tutor group sessions and regular assemblies to give you 
support with your future – be it careers, Universities or apprenticeships and your well-being. 

Will the new Sixth Form space be increased? 

Yes, the first phase for the state of the art new Sixth Form centre has been completed. The 
Academy is now considering a range of options to increase this provision to cater for both Year 
12 and 13.  
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Is there financial support available for Sixth Form students at DPA? 

Yes, depending on income, Sixth Form students can apply for Free School Meals, and also the 
16-19 bursary. There is information about this on our website. 

What grades do I need to get into DPA Sixth Form? 

This depends on what subjects you want to take. We have 3 pathways depending on your 
grades at GCSE, which allow you to do different numbers of A-Levels. In addition, many courses 
have their own subject-specific requirements. Details of all of this can be found in our courses 
booklet. 

Will I have the opportunity to re-sit GCSE English or Maths? 

As of 2016, the Government has required all 16 to 18 year old students who have not secured 
a grade 4 or above in GCSE English and Maths to re-sit the qualification. The opportunities to 
re-sit the exams come both in November and in June. At DPA Sixth Form we are supporting 
students in this situation by timetabling re-sit GCSE classes to help them with their revision. 

Any students who have achieved a Grade 4 or above in English or Maths will also have the 

ability to voluntarily re-sit GCSE English or Maths should they want to improve their grade. 

However, by contrast, the cost of the re-sit exams will be paid by the student. Attending re-sit 

GCSE classes is optional for these students. 

How will food provision be different in Sixth Form? 

The current food provision allows a deli style option for KS5 students, with hot/cold baguettes 
and pasta, and pizza on a Friday. This has been put in place following student input, but is 
always responsive to Sixth Form student feedback. 

Do Sixth Form students receive careers advice? 

Yes. There is quite a range of careers advice and support provided at DPA Sixth Form. This 
includes 1:1 interviews, work experience placements for every Y12 student and guidance on 
the suitability of subjects for next steps. We also have a number of trips to and visits from 
universities, as well as apprenticeship providers. When it comes to UCAS, we have a lot of 
training in place on how to apply, write a personal statement, and lots of reference books 
available in our Super-Curricular library. There is additional support available for those 
intending to apply to universities or courses with additional entry requirements such as 
Medicine, Law & Oxbridge. 

Are DPA Sixth Form staff experienced at KS5? 

Nearly all of our teaching staff have taught KS5 courses before, including all Lead Teachers. 
There are also three members of the Senior Leadership Team who have previously been Heads 
of Sixth Form.  
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I would like my child to speak to Sixth Form students about their experiences, can that be 
arranged? 

Year 11 students have been placed into Academic Mentoring groups with current Year 12 
students for this very reason. Numerous opportunities will continue to be organised where 
Sixth Form students can speak to the year group regarding the both the options process and 
the enrolment system.  

If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me at the Academy 

 
Anna Dade                                                                                                     Reetka Nagra 
Assistant Principal for Y11-13                                                                     Head of Y11-13  
 

 


