
 
Thursday 4 March 2021 

Frequently Asked Questions – Lateral Flow Tests 

To help you please read the following important information below regarding your son/daughter’s 
tests over the next few weeks. We ask if you could find some time over the coming days to go 

through it with them in support of our safe return to school. 
 

Where should my son / daughter go when 

they arrive at school?  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Students should arrive through the normal green 

pedestrian gate where they will be met by a 
member of staff and directed to the test centre, 

sports hall building/activity studio. If you are 
dropping your son / daughter and waiting for 

them whilst they are being tested, please park 

considerately and away from the school using the 
car park in Upton Court Park.  

 

 
 

 

How will my son / daughter leave school?  Students will leave school via the normal 
pedestrian green gate. It is important that 

students go straight from home to their test and 
back again afterwards to return to their work on 

Teams. They should not be mixing with other 

students unless it is necessary on their journey to 
/ from school to ensure their safety and the safety 

of others.  
 

What if my son/daughter is part of the on-

site provision and has attended school 
during lockdown?  

If the day of testing is a day your child would 

normally attend school as part of our on-site 
provision they should attend in the normal way.  

 
We will remind them of the time of their test and 

they will go and join the queue for testing with 
their year group peers. All students who have 

attended school have been regularly tested and so 

will be used to the process. Monday, 8 March is an 
Inset Day so no on site provision is available. 

 
How long will the test take?  Whilst the testing process only takes a few 

minutes for each student, they may be at school 

for up to half an hour as we need to ensure they 
are registered correctly and that it is safe for them 

to enter the test site without any overcrowding.  
Please note that the times given indicate their 

arrival time at school and not necessarily the time 
of the test.  

Should my son / daughter wear school 

uniform?  

Students are expected in full school uniform 

including for their tests as the school is in session 
and lessons have commenced for other years. This 



 
includes their first test on Monday 8, Tuesday 9 
and Wednesday 10 March.  

 
When should my son / daughter not come 

into for a test?  

Your son / daughter should not come for their test 

if they are unwell and / or they are displaying any 

Covid-19 symptoms.  
 

Students should also not come into school or a 
test if they are currently required to self-isolate, 

e.g. due to being a close contact of a confirmed 
case. Please note that school Lateral Flow Testing 

is ONLY to allow us to determine those who may 

be Covid-19 positive and display no symptoms.  
 

It is VERY important that you do not send your 
child to school if they have a high temperature, 

new and persistent cough and/or a loss of taste 

and smell.  
 

Will my son / daughter need to wear a 
facemask?  

Students will need to wear a facemask on their 
journey to / from school if they are travelling by 

public transport.  
 

They will also need to wear a facemask when they 

enter the school, are waiting for their test and 
straight after their test. Please plan for your child 

to always have a mask on them, plus spares just 
in case one is misplaced.  

 

Is consent for testing required?  We will check that we have consent for each 
student being tested, so please ensure that you 

have completed the consent form, or your son/ 
daughter will be sent home without being tested.  

 

If you have not provided consent for testing yet, 
please complete the Covid-19 Testing Consent 

Form which can be found on our website. 
 

How do I prepare my son / daughter for the 
test?  

We appreciate that not all students have been 
tested before and that some students will be 

anxious about their test. Please go through the 

leaflet at the end of this letter (Appendix 1) to 
support your child. 

 
Our test centre is in the Sports Hall building. We 

will ensure that some staff are available that your 

child is familiar with on the date of testing.  
 

Students will not be tested if they are not ready 
but we would encourage all students to come in 

for a test as in our experience students have felt 
more comfortable once they are in the testing 

centre.  



 
How will I receive test results?  You will receive your son / daughter's test results 

via text message and email the same day as their 

test. The test results will be sent to the email 
address / phone number that you provided to the 

consent form.  

 
If your son / daughter tests positive, we will call 

you as soon as we are aware of this.  
 

What if my son / daughter tests positive?  
 

 

 

We will know within 30 minutes of completing the 
test if we have a positive result. If a test result is 

positive, we will manage this discreetly. You will 

be contacted and asked to collect your son/ 
daughter from school for tests two and three.  

 
Please note that a positive test result at school 

means that your son/daughter and all family 

members will have to isolate for 10 days following 
the date of the test, in line with current 

Government guidance. We will also perform a risk 
assessment to identify further close contacts who 

may need to isolate. 
 

 

 
 

 
How will subsequent testing work?  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

What day/time should my child arrive? 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Can siblings from different years come into 

school together to be tested? 

 
Your son / daughter will receive a further two 

tests at school following their return to school in 

line with the dates set out in our previous letter.  
 

Once three tests are complete, each student will 
be provided with a home test kit so they can test 

at home. We will provide further guidance to 

parents on home testing whilst the tests at school 
are being completed.  

 
 

On the letter from the Principals’ sent Wednesday 
3 March there was an appendix that shows which 

years/groups attend and what time. Parents’ have 

also been sent a school comms message as a 
reminder with the specific day and time for your 

son/daughter. 
 

Unfortunately, this is not possible as we must 

maintain year group bubbles and keep students 
from different years apart in school even those 

from the same family. 

 



 
Appendix 1 – Instructional Leaflet for Lateral Flow Tests 

 


