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COURSE DETAILS 
Course Overview 
 
In the twentieth century, liberal democracies came under increasing challenge. The options in the Edexcel 
A-Level History course will allow students to understand the nature, and effectiveness, of the response to 
these challenges. Studying two different countries allows students to develop a greater understanding of 
the challenges experienced by Britain and the USA, and of the contrasts and similarities in the responses 
(although students will not be required to answer comparative questions that link the breadth and the 
chosen depth option). 
 
In the British study, students will explore: 

 A changing political and economic environment, 1918–79 
 Creating a welfare state, 1918–79 
 Society in transition, 1918–79 
 The changing quality of life, 1918–79 

Historical interpretation study: What impact did Thatcher’s governments (1979–90) have on 
Britain, 1979–97 

 
In the US study, students will explore: 

 Affluence and conformity, 1955–63 

 Protest and reaction, 1963–72 

 Social and political change, 1973–80 

 Republican dominance and its opponents, 1981–92 
 
In the study of Industrialisation and social change in Britain, 1759–1928, students will explore: 

 Josiah Wedgwood: china and canals, 1759–87 

 Samuel Greg: cotton and cottages, 1784–1816 

 Isambard Kingdom Brunel: railways and ships, 1833–59 

 John Kemp Starley: cycles, cycling clubs and emancipation, 1885–1901 

 Herbert Austin: creating and adapting to market forces, 1905–28 

 Changing patterns of adult work and working conditions 

 The world of childhood 

  



 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

Assessment % of 
GCE 

Assessment Details Content  

Paper 1:  
Breadth study with 
interpretations 

30% 
 

2.25 hours 
60 marks 

Britain transformed, 1918–97 

Paper 2:  
Depth Study 

20% 
1.5 hours 
50 marks 
 

The USA, 1955 – 1992: conformity and 
challenge 

Paper 3: 
Themes in breadth with 
aspects in depth  

30% 
2.25 hours 
60 marks 
 

Industrialisation and social change in 
Britain, 1759–1928: forging a new society 

Coursework 20% 

Single assignment 
Internally assessed, 
externally moderated 

The assignment will assess the ability to 
carry out a historical enquiry, analysing and 
evaluating historical interpretations, and 
organising and communicating the findings 

 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 
 
AO1 Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse and evaluate the 
key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring concepts, as 
relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance  
 

AO2 Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to the period, within 
its historical context  
 

AO3 Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different way 
 

WIDER READING 
 Andrew Marr, The Making of Modern Britain (Pan books, 2009) 

 Stuart Clayton, Mass Media Popular Culture and Social Change in Britain since 1945 (Pearson, 
2010) 

 Margaret Thatcher, The Path to Power (HarperPress, 2012) 

 Robin Bunce, Pursuing Life and Liberty: Equality in the USA, 1945–1968 (Pearson, 2009) 

 Joanne de Pennington, Modern America, The USA, 1865 to the Present (Hodder Murray, 2005) 

 Ron Field, Civil Rights in America, 1865–1980 (Cambridge Perspectives in History, Cambridge 
University Press, 2002) 
 

FURTHER ASPIRATIONS 
 

What degree courses could this lead to? What careers could this course lead to? 

 BA History 

 BA Politics 

 BA Journalism 

 BA English 

 BSc Sociology 

 BA Law 

 BSc Criminology 

 Historic buildings inspector or conservation 
officer 

 Museum education officer 

 Journalist 

 Museum or gallery exhibitions officer 

 Secondary school teacher 

 Academic librarian 

 Archaeologist 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/historic-buildings-inspector-conservation-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/historic-buildings-inspector-conservation-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/museum-education-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/museum-gallery-curator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/museum-gallery-exhibitions-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/academic-librarian
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/archaeologist

