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A-Level Modern Foreign Languages (French/Spanish) 

 

Entry requirements 
Grade 5+ in French/Spanish GCSE or equivalent 

 

 
Lead Teacher                                                                                                     
Ms E Grantham  
e.grantham@dittonparkacademy.co.uk  
                                                                                                                 
Exam Board 
AQA 
 
Specification 
7692 (Spanish) 7652 (French)  
 

COURSE DETAILS 
Course Overview 
 
AQA have worked with teachers and universities to design stimulating content to enable students to 
develop their linguistic skills alongside their understanding of the culture and society of countries where 
French/Spanish is spoken. They have selected a broad area of study and prescribed certain aspects for 
closer examination. 
Through A-Level French, study technological and social change, looking at diversity and the benefits it 
brings. They will study highlights of French-speaking artistic culture, including francophone music and 
cinema, and learn about political engagement and who wields political power in the French-speaking 
world. 
Through A-Level Spanish, students will study technological and social change, looking at the multicultural 

nature of Hispanic society. They will study highlights of Hispanic artistic culture, including a focus on 

Spanish regional identity and the cultural heritage of past civilisations. They will learn about aspects of 

the diverse political landscape of the Hispanic world. 

Students also explore the influence of the past on present-day French/Spanish speaking communities. 
Throughout their studies, they will learn the language in the context of French/Spanish speaking 
countries and the issues and influences which have shaped them. Students will study texts and film and 
have the opportunity to carry out independent research on an area of their choice. 
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
Assessments are the same for both French and Spanish A-Level and are detailed below:  

Assessment % of 
GCE 

Assessment 
Details 

Content  

Component 
1: 
Listening, 
Reading 
and Writing 
Paper 

50% 

Duration: 2 
hours 30 
minutes 
 
Total Raw 
Marks: 100  
 

(Listening) Students will listen to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources, 
covering different registers and types. The content of the passages will be based on the 
themes and sub-themes in this specification. 
(Reading and Writing) Students will read a range of stimulus texts adapted from 
authentic sources, including online sources. Texts will include contemporary and 
historical material and will cover non-fiction and literary fiction and/or material based on 
literature. For one question students will need to summarise in Spanish/French what 
they have understood from the stimulus text they have read and marks will be awarded 
for the quality of Spanish/French used. Students must write in full sentences and use 
their own words as far as possible in this question. 
For the remaining questions requiring a response in Spanish/French, students should 
give only the information required by the question. 
Across the stimulus texts for reading, reference will be made to at least two 
Spanish/French speaking countries other than Spain/France. 
Students will translate a passage of at least 100 words from Spanish /French into English. 
The content will be based on the themes and sub-themes in this specification. 

Component 
2:  
Writing 
Paper 

20% 

Duration: 2 
hours 
 
Total Raw 
Marks: 80  

Students will answer an essay question in Spanish/French for each of the two works they 
have studied (this can be a book and a film, or two books). Students will have a choice of 
question on each book/film. All questions will be in Spanish/French and will require a 
critical and analytical response. 
Students will be advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. Everything that 
students write will be marked; there is no word limit. Students who write the 
recommended number of words will have access to the full range of marks. 

 
Component 
3:  
Speaking 
 
 

30% 

Duration: 21-
23 minutes 
(including 5 
minutes 
supervised 
preparation 
time)  
Total Raw 
Marks: 60 

 
The test will be in two parts. Part 1 will be the discussion of one sub-theme from those in 
the specification, lasting 5–6 minutes, and Part 2 will be the presentation and discussion 
of the student’s individual research project. 
 

 

FURTHER ASPIRATIONS 

 
What degree courses could this lead to? What careers could this course lead to? 

• Linguistics 

• Comparative Literary Studies 

• English Studies 

• Ancient Language Studies 

• French Studies 

• Spanish Studies 

• Single, joint and multiple subject 
combinations 

 
It is also worth noting that the majority of degrees 
that are/include foreign language study are four year 
degrees with the opportunity to study abroad for 
one year of the programme.   

A degree in a/with a modern foreign language opens 
the doors to jobs around the world in which you can 
put your skills to use on a daily basis. Some of these 
jobs include:  

• Interpreter 

• Political Risk Analyst 

• Teacher 

• Translator 

• Broadcast Journalist 

• Diplomatic service officer 

• International Aid Worker 

• Marketing Executive 

 


