DPA Covid 19 Newsletter 15 – support for families
Friday 10th July 2020

With only one week to go until the end of term, welcome to our penultimate Newsletter. We hope this finds
you well and getting ready for the end of home-schooling! We know how much time our students, families and
staff have invested into maintaining learning during lockdown, and how much everyone deserves a long and
relaxing break.
In last week’s Newsletter, we introduced you to the staff who will be joining us at the Academy and on
Wednesday this week, we were able to invite them in for a socially-distanced induction meeting, giving everyone
the opportunity to see the Academy (some for the first time). Even in such unusual circumstances, it was
wonderful to hear their comments about what a ‘lovely feeling’ they experienced about the Academy and how
‘reassured’ they felt when learning about our community. They were
particularly impressed to hear about all the incredible work from staff and
students during lockdown, and the collaborative and supportive community
that makes DPA so special.
Sadly, when you welcome new staff, you inevitably bid farewell to current staff.
It is very hard to express the gratitude felt towards the staff who are leaving;
gratitude felt by their colleagues and all our students and families. Every
member of the DPA team, both teachers and non-teachers, are integral ‘cogs in
the wheel’ and vital in enabling our school to function. We are incredibly lucky
to have such compassionate and kind staff, dedicated to developing our
students’ life chances. We wish each and every one a fond farewell and the very
best of luck in their new adventures.

Mr Tattersall, Eton House Leader and Science and PE Teacher
Richard has been a key member of the science department and his love of
biology has been evident not only in his lessons but also the learning of his
students. His enthusiasm for going the extra mile for the science department can
be summed up with the photo of him being set alight!
Richard is one of a kind; he’s the greatest team player you will ever come across.
He’s hardworking, supportive, loyal, trustworthy, committed. He’s just such a
great guy. It’s a huge loss to the PE Department and DPA that we lose Richard;
but we are so excited for the next chapter for him. It’s testament to the work
Richard has done during his time at DPA that every member of staff, upon
hearing of Richard’s departure, has commented on what a loss it will be to the
school. It has been a pleasure working alongside Richard and he leaves having
transformed many aspects of the school. We have greatly relied on his help and
cherish the commitment he has shown. We take great joy in seeing how Richard
has developed during his time with us and look forward to seeing what he achieves during his transition
to senior leadership. We hope his first achievement is to stop purchasing clothes one size too small! All
the best Richard.
Ms Hayer, Miss Williams and Mr Fenn, on behalf of everyone at DPA
Student message:
I have appreciated how great a teacher you have been when you took over the reins and began to teach
applied science. I have admired how supportive you have been and helpful even though I have not been
the best student and did mess around at times. I wish you all the best for yoru next endeavours and
what you want to achieve in the future.
From Haaris Nasik

1

Mr Batten, History Lead Teacher
Mr Batten has been a great colleague to work with over the past four years. Over this
time he has become a very popular and well-loved teacher. Mr Batten has always
strived to do what is best for his students and has literally put his whole heart into the
job. However, we do wish Mr Batten all the best for his new job in Thailand, where I am
sure he will also become a well-respected colleague.
Mr Oliva, on behalf of everyone at DPA
Student message, from Felix G:
Words cannot even begin to describe how upsetting it is to see one of the most kind,
funny, passionate and lovely teachers leaving. Mr Batten has been such a dedicated
teacher- who always strives for the best learning experiences for his students, which I
have been lucky enough to have for the past two years. The enjoyment and enthusiasm
he gives for history will be missed so much, as I have been lucky enough to hear all about
his passion (and mostly hatred) for Ronald Reagan, which he does love to share, or him
receiving an applause (from my class) for one of his Nazi Germany lessons! Recently
being able to travel to New York and Washington with him as part of the year 9-11
history trip was full of Mr Batten being so energetic and full of character (which at times
did lead him to buying several severely overpriced hats) that made the trip a truly fun
and incredibly memorable trip. So thank you Mr Batten for the joy and kindness you have given to
students at the school, and being such a key part to helping so many students achieve greatly in history.
You will no doubt be missed for being the kind and genuine person that you are- and I will definitely miss
the ‘chaos’ of who wants to be A millionaire at 10pm on an American flight with a very frustrated Mr
Oliva! In every way possible, Thank you!

Mr Shannon, Science Teacher
Mr Shannon has spent two years with us and Ditton
Park and has had a great impact on staff as a key
member of the science department and more so,
leading the way with physics teaching. His dedication
to teaching has been evident in everything he has
done both in the classroom and out.
His knowledge of understanding of IT and online tools
has supported the department and school in moving
forward with technology. His support for students
has been seen through the busy out of school sessions that have taken place every break time in his
classroom throughout the year. Under his guidance, the year 9 took part and won a local recycling
project. More recently, his remote teaching from Australia has not left the students wanting for any
support. He will be greatly missed by us all. We wish him well back home.
Ms Hayer, on behalf of everyone at DPA
I wish you good luck on your journey and hope you are well. Australia is far so I also hope you get there
safely. I also want to say thank you for being my teacher for at least 2 years now. The project we worked
on as well was great and I’m grateful to be a part of your teaching experience.
Your classroom was a hideout for me and my friends and you were so nice. Your teaching method was
superior and my notes are better quality due to that. Thank you and good luck.
- From Charvi C (and her mum)

Mrs Hussain, Science Teacher
Mrs Hussain’s passion for teaching and students has been evident in all she has done in the classroom
with all the students she has had an impact on. We are grateful for the energy and enthusiasm she
brought to teaching science at Ditton park. We wish her and the family all the happiness in the world.
Ms Hayer, on behalf of everyone at DPA
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Ms Nasim, Maths Teacher
Faahiza Nasim has been a great contributing member of the team throughout her time at DPA. A proactive colleague, she has repeatedly taken the initiative to help students and support the department.
Before I arrived to lead Maths last year, she made sure that the orders were completed for the
department and that we had everything needed for the new school year. She has pioneered new
approaches and resources to support our lowest ability students, particularly in KS3 numeracy, and this
year has taken on formal responsibility within the team. Faahiza and her family are relocating, and so
she is moving to take on a role closer to her new home. We will certainly be sorry to lose her and wish
her all the best and every success with both the new location and new school.
Mrs Dade, on behalf of everyone at DPA

Mrs Johnson, Trust Finance Manager
Kathy leaves us having been instrumental in developing an excellent finance system not just at DPA but
across the Trust.
She joined finance when we were squashed in at Wellington Street and soon stepped up to being the
school and then Trust Finance Manager.
She will be sorely missed and leaves us with so many fond memories e.g.: I’m not sure many finance
managers take students rowing every week. Kathy did. We wish her well and hope she is able to enjoy
some of her free time with family and friends.
Mr McNab, on behalf of everyone at DPA

Miss O’Brian, Teaching Assistant
Miss O’Brian is a well-liked person amongst both students and staff. Beneath a reserved exterior, is a
quick-witted, perceptive, and humorous character who loves to dance. Miss O’Brian joined the SEN
department with the ambition of becoming a teacher. Her subject knowledge in a variety of subjects:
English, Geography, History, Psychology, is exceptional and meant she was able to confidently support
many students in a number of settings. Miss O’Brian also has an excellent understanding of the students
she works with and how to help them overcome any barriers to learning. Miss O’Brian will be successful
in any field she chooses to work in, but the education sector, I am sure, would welcome her with open
arms. We will miss her greatly and wish her luck with her next adventure.
Ms Girlie, on behalf of everyone at DPA
“Miss O’Brian took the time to really get to know the students, what they enjoyed and what they
struggled with. Miss O’Brian genuinely cares about children reaching their full potential and would
always put in the hours to create amazing resources or support at interventions. Miss O’Brian was a
great asset to the Geography department and we will really miss her.” - Miss Gilliam
“Miss O’Brian is honest, trustworthy and kind” - Shanae-Drian, Year 7

Miss Abdelal, Teaching Assistant
Alia Abdelal joined the EAL department at Ditton Park Academy in April 2018,
having just returned to the U.K. from living abroad. She arrived eager to learn
and use her skills in Linguistics to support EAL learners. During her time here, she
passionately worked to ensure that new EAL pupils settled in to learn English and
thrive at school. We wish her all the best on her journey to qualify as a Speech
and Language Therapist; the EAL department will greatly miss her hard work and
presence.
Ms Sandher, on behalf of everyone at DPA
I am so proud of Mrs Abdelal because she helped me learn more English.
Mateusz Charzynski Yr.11
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Mr Mark, Reprographics
We wish Robin all the best in his new role which is closer to his home. Robin joined the school in 2017
when we moved into Kings Reach, and to give an idea of the scale of the job, in a normal year the
academy gets through over 1.1 million sheets of paper. He has been a constant presence around the
school, always willing to stop for a chat, as he ensured that staff had the printing and photocopying that
they needed. His love of cricket knows no boundaries and I know that many colleagues will miss being
kept up to date with the latest test match scores. Good luck Robin!
Mr Espley, on behalf of everyone at DPA

Please continue to share your feedback, positive stories and achievements by emailing us at
office@dittonparkacademy.co.uk You can also follow (and share your own) stories and successes via our Twitter
feed @DPASlough, which is updated regularly with lots of useful information and wonderful pictures of students’
work.
Staff nomination
This week’s staff nomination winner is Mr Luke Venturini (Pastoral Manager), who was nominated for supporting
Virtual Sports Day and his support of our Critical Worker students. Thank you for everything you continue to do
Mr Venturini!

Messages of gratitude
Thank you as ever for the kind words of gratitude and feedback you have taken the time to offer – it really means
the world to our staff. Here are some of the lovely messages we have received this week.
Thank you for the card it has made me and my family very happy and it shows me how much more
work I need to do to get much better I need to be with analysing and explaining my work .☺️😁
Greetings. Hope you are doing well. Just wanted to let you know that we have got the Appreciation card that you kindly
took the effort to post to appreciate _______ for her work. Wish to say Thanks a lot for your initiative and the extra effort
you have taken. This is not easy particularly in this lockdown period as nothing is normal as we used to know previously.
_____ passed her Thanks as well. Once again, thanks a lot !. Much appreciated.
Thank you for this gesture, ____ appreciates it.
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We have also been singled out by Slough Local Authority for our provision during lockdown. We were informed
that they were ‘blown away’ by the support mechanisms in place at DPA. In particular, we were thanked for:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The weekly calls received from a House Leader since lockdown;
How supportive and quick to respond from the wider pastoral team;
How fantastic on student well-being the weekly praise system has been;
How wonderful it is that we have continued to do home visits and assemblies;
How great it is that our staff continued to give feedback or work completed remotely;

This call captures so many of the wonderful things our staff have done for our students during school closure.

Sharing successes
This week, over 80 Art students enjoyed seeing their work appear online, and being praised by an artist! Well
done to everyone who participated in the live lesson with the wonderful Rebecca Vincent and to the Art
Department for organising yet another wonderful opportunity. Rebecca has even offered to run another class!
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Transition and Admissions
Our induction work continues for both our incoming Year 7s and our
new Year 12s, with virtual tours, taster lessons, welcomes and so
much more. If you’d like to see some of the wonderful resources and
videos, visit our website and take a look around.

Maths Challenge
Celebrating JMC Awards at DPA Maths
At DPA Maths, we encourage students to challenge themselves with difficult and interesting questions to
improve their problem solving abilities and mathematical reasoning. The UKMT Maths Challenges are an
excellent example of this. This year, 52 year 7 and 8 students from DPA took the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge
online, and I am pleased to announce that we have achieved 10 gold, 8 Silver and 13 Bronze awards.
The achievements are as follows: Rhea Bhattacharjee (7), Kuwar Sekhon (7), Matthew Ghitun (7), Hadiqa Khan
(7), Seerut Sekhon (8), Fizzah Jamil (8), Dylan Johal (8), Khalid Ahamad (8), Adrian Bialowas (8), and Srinidhi
Vuppala (8) achieved Gold awards; Vishan Ahilan (7), Fatema Defairi (7), Layla Hassan (7), Raheam Ashraf (8),
Kyan Gill (8), Imaan Jalil (8), Harini Venkatesh (8) and Parth Sharma (8) achieved Silver awards; Khadijah Ashraf
(7), Alishba Butt (7), Asad Imran (7), Hunsaa Khalil (7), Yusuf Khimji (7), Hashem Alrawashdeh (8), Muhammad
Ahmed Arfad (8), Harsheth Boopathy (8), Nitya Dade (8), Meriam Elkeria (8), Heba Mohamed (8), Nacchammai
Venkatachalam (8) and Addison Wong (8) achieved Bronze awards.
A special well done to Rhea Bhattachaarjee who scored the highest and claimed the ‘Best In School’ award.
Congratulations to all these students and a big well done to all the students who took part in Junior Maths
Challenge 2020; DPA Maths is very proud!
Mrs.Saraswatula, Maths Teacher and Numeracy Coordinator

Mental Health Support
For this week’s Mental Health edition offers advice on how to look after your mental wellbeing using mindfulness
techniques, with five one-minute mindfulness strategies. (Attached as a separate document.)

Virtual Sports Day
This year’s Virtual Sports Day was a huge success. Although it was very
different from what we are used to, everyone took part and there was a real
buzz built on TEAMS. Every House got fully involved as well as the staff at
DPA and their families; hundreds of results were sent in as well as TikToks,
photographs, and nutritious meals of the day. Here are some of the
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fantastic entries sent in by students and staff – a huge well done to everyone who participated and got
involved.

The results for each year group are as follows:
1st

7

2nd

3rd

4th

Year 7

Windsor

Eton

Magna

Cliveden

Year 8

Eton

Cliveden

Windsor

Magna

Year 9

Eton

Magna

Windsor

Cliveden

Year 10

Windsor

Eton

Magna

Cliveden

Year 11

Windsor

Eton

Cliveden

Magna

Year 12

Cliveden

Windsor

Eton /Magna

The overall results of sports day are as follows:

1st Place

DPA STAFF

2nd Place

Eton House

3rd Place

Windsor House

4th Place

Magna House

5th Place

Cliveden House

Finally, another well done to everyone who participated and a huge congratulations to the DPA staff who were
successful in winning the first ever Virtual Sports Day!

House Cup
The House Cup 2019/20 has been a great success both whilst at school and virtually; there have been hundreds
of entries and plenty of individual winners. The success of the House Cup and individuals entering the challenges
has also lead to the introduction of the ‘House Cup Awards’ at the end of year celebration. Thank you to
everyone who has participated and well done on building and spreading your team spirit, may this continue
when we are all back in September.
The results of the House Cup are as follows: Cliveden in fourth place, Eton in third place, Magna in second place,
and Windsor in first place. This is Windsor House’s second successive win in the House Cup, a huge achievement
and well done to team Windsor.
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Achievement Evening
This year is a very different year. As you will see, our awards evening is being done through the virtual highway,
and although we cannot meet many of our student face to face, we do want to celebrate those deserving
students who strive, commit, and succeed in showing their presence and achievement, within not only their
scholastic lives but also in their personal lives. As an Academy, we always want what is best for our young
population; we want them to know that they are noticed, that they mean everything to us, because selfishly,
without them, we would not know our own successes. These students show us their resilience and dedication
in everything they do, and on Tuesday 14th of July, via TEAMS, the PowerPoint of Achievement, will be uploaded
and shared with you, the Ditton Park Family.
Please join us in celebrating the 2019/2020 winners by watching the PowerPoint of achievement via TEAMS
coming to you in the afternoon of July 14th 2020.
Mr MCNab has been personally visiting the homes of some of the winners and delivering their awards (from a
safe distance) – pictures to follow in next week’s final Newsletter!

Studying at home
Year 11
Subject Transition Work: deadline today
Well done to all the Year 11 students who have been working hard on their DPA Sixth Form transition work over
the last number of weeks. Over 200 excellent pieces of work have been received so far and we look forward to
seeing the rest as they are submitted.
Today (Friday 10th July) is the final deadline for any outstanding pieces of work to be submitted to subject
teachers.
Tasks can be submitted in 3 ways:
1) Via the “Submitting Transition Work” form on the website
2) Via email direct to subject teachers
3) Via Teams (channel or chat function)
Email Communication
Please make sure that both you and your child are receiving emails from our Sixth Form Admissions Officer Mrs
Khuram, as this will be the primary way that they will receive important information about the Sixth Form
enrolment process. If you are not receiving these emails, please contact Mrs Khuram to update your details. Her
email is s.khuram@dittonparkacademy.co.uk
Year 12
1) EPQ: Thank you to all those that have submitted a wide range of interesting first drafts of their EPQs. These
are now due so any outstanding drafts should be submitted ASAP.
A reminder to parents that the EPQ adds to a student’s UCAS points.
2) Eton X Writing Course: The Year 12 access code is 6KLZ1122
Lots of you have started this but still need to complete it.
Well done to Lauren Swann, Jaideep Soni, Shaan Bagri, Haaris Nasik who completed the whole course this
week!
Please contact Ms. Nagra for further information via R.Nagra@DittonParkAcademy.co.uk
3) UCAS: Have you signed up to UCAS? You will require the Buzzword. Please contact Ms Shafi for registration
details: M.Shafi@dittomparkacademy.co.uk
If you haven’t yet, please remember to submit your student information to your AM!
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Fast Tomato: If you are still unsure about what course to undertake try using www.fasttomato.com with
the code DPAW to find out what career you suit and also what university to apply for within your grade
requirements.
4) Life Sciences Meeting
Last week, several Year 12 students attended a virtual meeting about Life Sciences,
along with staff from the Life Sciences department at Kings College University.
Life Sciences includes courses such as: Medicine, anatomy, biochemistry, genetics,
immunology, pharmacy, physiotherapy, bio-chemical engineering, sports medicine
and others.
Maanvi Pawar said, “It was really informative. I was not aware of the
research side to healthcare. I also found the parts about medicine the most
useful and what we can do right now as well to boost our personal
statements.”
If you missed it and want to listen in, the link to the recording is below:
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4376r4jm2vyjrsm/Ditton%20Park%20Academy%20BME%20Talk.mp4?dl=0.
5) Virtual Open Days
• UniTaster Tuesdays - Online weekly university guidance webinars #UTDIAG
• UniTasterDays in collaboration with HELOA are delivering impartial university guidance webinars online
every Tuesday to support students considering university.
Featuring different subjects and universities each week, these events provide an opportunity for ensure students
are up to date with all aspects of university guidance. Events are free to attend and include presentations from
different universities and Q&A opportunities.
Use this link to find out more: https://www.unitasterdays.com/ut-tuesdays.aspx
6) Walking Talking Mocks
Year 12 students have been completing Walking Talking Mocks with their teachers, showing them how to answer
exam questions. Ask them what they have learnt, and what they need to work on developing further.
7) Student Review
Student Reviewing: Noor-Ul Mannan
Name of Talk: Economics in Society
Speaker: Andy Haldane, Chief Economist with the Bank of England to discuss the importance of economics in
everyday life, current affairs and their link to economics
Key Points: Andy Haldane, chief economist of the bank of England discussed the importance of economics and
how relatable it is to everyone. Throughout the talk Andy Haldane constantly placed an emphasis on how
substantial economics is using the current situation of COVID-19 as an example. Firstly, he went on to talk about
economics in general and continuously put into context how many things can be linked back to economics, for
example, he talked about how ‘ the purchase of anything is impacting the economy as a whole such as when you
go to any shop and buy a drink’. Andy Haldane then went on to talk about the current situation with the corona
virus. As the chief economist of the main bank within England, he provided an insight on the current situation
with COVID-19 at the center, he stated,’ with the current situation economics is at the center and it is crucial to
keep the economy stable as best we can.’. He also went on to discuss what economics was. ‘Economics is based
on decision making.’ he stated. What this meant was that there isn’t necessarily a right answer when it comes
to economics, but rather which answer is the most impactful towards benefiting the economy. ‘The economy
itself is the state of a country’s production and consumption of goods and services’ he stated. An example of
this idea of decision-making is difference in pay for different jobs. This means that currently the decision to be
made is how to tackle the coronavirus to help businesses.
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How this has impacted you:
This talk has taught me how important economics is and how relatable it is in any society. Furthermore, I have
learnt its uses and how every situation in the world can be broken down to see how it effects the economy
and how to respond to make the best of the situation. Furthermore, the experience I gained from this is very
enticing
8) Career Path: This week it is the Pharmaceutical Industry
“Do you have a career in the Pharmaceutical Industry? Or do you know somebody who does? If so, can you
provide some advice to our budding Year 12s by answering the questions below”? (We would prefer a short
phone video but a written email would also be appreciated).
Please contact Ms Shafi via M.Shafi@DittonParkAcademy.co.uk
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What is your name?
What is your job title?
Where are you based?
What does your organisation do/how/where does it operate from?
What does your job involve – daily tasks/weekly tasks/non routine tasks you deal with
What are your qualifications/skills and what was your route into this career
(Overview not exact grades!)

MathsWatch
Another great week for students completing their MathsWatch – really fantastic effort from these students,
well done everyone.
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First Name

Surname

Minutes

Class

Aariz

Zubair

357 10Yr10E/Ma 19/20

Kay-Drian

Bryan

330 10Yr10A/Ma 19/20

Yousuf

Khan

289 9Yr9B/Ma 19/20

Rayan

OSMAN

282 7Yr7A/Ma 19/20

Johanna

Draiman

279 10Yr10A/Ma 19/20

Zafran

Ahmed

257 10Yr10D/Ma 19/20

Magdalena

Ziolkowska

246 10Yr10A/Ma 19/20

Nuah

PILLAI

232 7Yr7A/Ma 19/20

Jorja

Bryan

230 10Yr10A/Ma 19/20

Felix

Glanville

225 10Yr10D/Ma 19/20

Brooke

COLLINS

200 7Yr7A/Ma 19/20

Student work
Our students remain busy and diligent, submitting work that demonstrates their high standards and
commitment to achieving excellence.
Mia Kaylan Geography rivers revision

Over 80 students tuned in for a live lesson from the wonderful Rebecca Vincent. We know how skilled and creative our
students are and there were four very proud teachers joining in with this lesson. Questions were thoughtful and
articulate with beautiful work produced. Rebecca has even offered to run another class.
‘The art lesson was a great insight into the features of drawing-and being able to be more confident with drawing,
especially as Rebecca Vincent was an advocate for charities mind and the Stephen Lawrence trust, it was brilliant and
very helpful getting a great insight into the world of art and drawing techniques!’ – Year 10 Art Student
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This week’s Food Challenge entries:
Khadijah Ashraf YR7 Alishba Butt YR8 Nachammi Venkcatachalam YR8

Saturday Night Takeaway 3 Street Food
Nisha Kahlon YR9 Savannah McQueen Richardson YR9 Rhea Modgil YR9
Alyssa Kalyan YR9
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Afreen Yousaf YR9 Maliha Haq YR9 Maliha Haq YR9

Our latest Library Challenge saw students write three stories using only six words. One, scary, one sad and one
funny story.
Funny storyThe aliens finally came to tea
Scary storyThe infamous murderer of Dandy Lane
Sad storyPoor toddler Tim. Kidnapped. Missing. Gone.
Khadijah Ashraf
Alishba Butt
One sad story:
Cried in happiness; cried in sadness
One scary story:
I live alone. crash, kill, murder.
One funny story:
One sneeze, one movement, laughter prevailed.
Harini Venkatesh
Layla Hassan
1)

scary

A doll, stares, waiting to kill.
2)

sad

The desire for life….. Is gone.
3)

Funny

During lockdown, all women become men
Nachammai Venkatachalam
Jabbar Adekunle-Lawal

Gurveen Chana
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KS3 DT
The Monster challenge
Design a monster themed product that will help resolve/reduce a problem you have come across during
lockdown. (4 week Project)
Week 2- Designing
This week pupils focused on developing their creative skills, producing wide range of design ideas and mood
boards.
Taliah Malik Year 7

Arjan Dhillon Year 8

Deacon Wood Year 7

Harini Venkatesh

15

Heba Mohamed Year 8

Rhea Bhattacharjee Year 7

Ramona Cowen-Seagrove

16

Huriyah Riaz Year 7
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Student Rewards
An incredible 988 nominations were made this week in recognition of the fantastic work being submitted by our
students – truly, well done!
Winners
Student name

Year group

Subject area

Brooke Collins

7

Maths

Guru Hari

7

Science

Liam McGuiness

8

DT

Alisha Azwar

8

MFL

Keren De Melo

9

Geography

Kiraj Banwait

9

Geography

Artur Galica

10

French

Charlie Thomas

10

Photography

Abbaad Waseem

11

Geography

Shayan Khalid

11

Geography

Finley Gilzene

12

Art

Weronika Mexykowska
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Art

Literacy Support
Lockdown Library
In this week’s edition, our Librarian Ms Fenn has focussed on How to encourage wider reading and reading for
pleasure
I recently saw a Twitter thread from a TV chef who was upset that her child was addicted to reading books
written by a certain celebrity. She feels that these books are not good for her child as she does not like the
stereotyping of certain characters and feels that overall the books are unoriginal and uninspiring.
This has sparked a whole debate and the inevitable unpleasantness on Twitter. I do not want to get into the
merits of any particular book or author. What I would like to emphasis is that whatever the literary value of this
celebrity’s books, his books are loved by children of all ages and they want to read them. This is to be encouraged
and celebrated, all forms of reading are valuable, children should be allowed to make their own reading choices
and these should be respected. What we as adults can do is guide and encourage children to other more positive
choices. We can do this by talking to them about their reading choices, talking to them about our own reading
and modelling good practice by reading as much as possible ourselves. Remember you don’t have to be reading
a literary classic, a magazine or a newspaper is a valid reading choice.
Providing a wide choice of reading material is also important and this is where libraries are invaluable. Not only
do they provide a wide choice, the books are free to borrow and in the case of school libraries the collection has
been specifically selected for the school community. Librarians are experts at guiding children to books that will
interest them and in helping reluctant and struggling readers. As a school librarian I have a strong belief that for
every child, there is a book out there that will inspire them to love reading.
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I have attached two articles from the Reading Trust, which talk about engaging children with reading. In the first
the author Jeff Norton describes how he learnt to love books. In the second author SF Said presents a list of 31
books that could help get your child reading. (Attached as separate documents.)
STOP PRESS. COMING SOON
DPA library has recently purchased a new electronic reading platform, OverDrive. This means that all students
will have access to over 1,500 Ebooks and also have access to audio books. These will all be available via the free
app, Sora. The collection includes fiction and non-fiction as well as study guides.
Audio and eBooks are a great way to encourage reluctant readers, have a look at a taster of what Sora can offer
teen readers here https://overdrive.wistia.com/medias/7rfff7x4fi.

DPA Reads Book of Hopes
This week’s read comes from Miss Seymour, Drama Lead Teacher, bringing all the emotion and character you
would expect from our resident thespian!

Family challenges
•

Stop Start Continue We asked our staff this week to reflect on what they have learned during lockdown
and school closure, in a professional sense. As a family, what have you realised you will continue with
once life returns to ‘normal’?. What will you enjoying stopping? And what will be something you will
start?

Maths anagrams challenge
Last week’s answers – how did you get on?
Questions
CERILROPCA
ENDOMINORAT
RUMENORAT
RUACBSTT
PMUTILLE
EGNTERI
LAAREGB
AVIRELAB
RTME

Answers
Reciprocal
Denominator
Numerator
Subtract
Multiple
Integer
Algebra
Variable
Term
This week’s challenge!

Questions
MMYSTERY
WOREP
IORNZHOLAT
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Answers

ORTIAALN
XESA
ELVSO
ECASNEL
RAEA
RYFEUECQN

•

Learn another poem.

This week’s poem ‘Success’ by Ralph Waldo Emerson, is dedicated to the staff to whom we say goodbye – an
important reminder of the lasting impact they leave on us.

Stay in touch
Please do stay in touch via our Twitter feed @DPASlough and our school email office@dittonparkacademy.co.uk
Stay safe and stay well.
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