DPA Covid 19 Newsletter 9 – support for families
Friday 22nd May 2020

Welcome to ninth edition of our weekly Covid-19 Newsletter. We hope this finds you well and safe, and
hopefully managing to enjoy the lovely sunshine we are currently experiencing.
I’m sure you are all, where possible, heading out to your front door steps every Thursday evening at 8pm to join
in with the national clapping to say thank you to all our heroic front line and key workers who have kept the
country going through this pandemic. At this point, we would like to take a moment to say thank you to YOU.
To all the families, parents and carers who have very quickly had to learn how to support your child(ren) in their
home-learning. For those also having to juggle the demands of work and other family commitments. To you
who have had to learn new technology. For keeping positive. For addressing the emotional needs and anxieties
of your child(ren). And for generally keeping life as ‘normal’ as possible through this very challenging time. We
do not underestimate how much you are doing, and we thank you enormously. Every time you encourage your
child to talk about their successes, as well as their concerns; every time you praise them for being motivated to
log on to Teams and do their work; every time you ask them to tell you about their learning; you are maintaining
their education and helping their eventual transition back into whatever our ‘new normal’ will be. THANK YOU.

We would also like to wish Eid Mubarak to all our DPA staff, students and families celebrating
Eid this weekend; may this special day bring peace, happiness and prosperity to everyone.

As always, please continue to share your feedback, positive stories and achievements by emailing us at
office@dittonparkacademy.co.uk You can also follow (and share your own) stories and successes via our Twitter
feed @DPASlough, which is updated regularly with lots of useful information and wonderful pictures of students’
work.
Messages of gratitude
We have been overwhelmed with the most wonderful
messages of thanks and support, and I know that many
colleagues have received some truly lovely recognition from
families in the form of personal emails, emails to the school
office and via the Thank a Teacher campaign – thank you so
much.
Here are just a few of the messages you have kindly sent
through, starting with a beautiful thank you poster made by
Nachammai Venkatachalam in Year 8 (AM M1); this really did
put a smile on the faces of everyone who works at the
Academy!

“Good morning, I would like to thank all the amazing teachers @
DPA for the great work they have put in making sure our children
have the opportunity to continue their education in this
challenging time. We cannot thank you enough for the positive
impacts you have created on so many students. Thank you for
all your hard work. Take care and stay safe”
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“To all the staff at DPA
I just wanted to pass my thanks onto the school for all you are doing to motivate the children to work at this time.
I’ve noticed a massive shift in my son (year 7) in the past few weeks. He is getting on with school work on his own
and doing a really good job. Both my husband and I work full time at home at the moment so we really don’t have
the time to check what he is doing.
I originally just told myself that it is what it is and we will have to deal with it once school opens. But honestly, I am
so proud of him. The thought of just being nominated for amazon vouchers and the reward of a positive comment
from a teacher and getting shout outs on newsletters is making such a big difference. Strangely, I never imagined
that he would be self-motivated to work and I would be constantly nagging him. Just goes to show that we do
underestimate our own children sometimes and they are more resilient than we think.
I love reading the weekly newsletters and the wonderful news from teachers and other pupils. THANK YOU for all
you are doing. Wishing everyone good health”
“XXX would like to nominate yourself for National Thank a Teacher day. Also my husband and I would like to say a
big thank you as well, especially at the start of Year 7 when XXX took a while to settle. You clearly got through to
him and he listened to you and now he really likes Ditton Park and has made lots of lovely new friends and he even
actually said the other week that he's missing school. That's a first! Also for helping us with home-schooling.”
“Thank you to You and all other teachers for your amazing support. You have so much energy and dedication for our
kids, much appreciated. Stay safe and all the best to you and your family. Hope to see you soon. same as XXX is
really hoping to get to school soon :)”
“Thank you so much for your lessons sir, I love all the topics that I’ve learned.”

Sharing successes
So many members of the DPA community have used this time to offer acts of kindness in so many different
forms. In previous Newsletters, we have highlighted the work from the Academy in making PPE equipment and
volunteering to even singing! This week, we have two incredible stories to share with you, one of a student and
one of a member of staff.
Mr Matt Espley, our School Business Manager, tells us in his own words about what he has been doing; we are
sure you will agree that he deserves an enormous thank you and well done.
‘When the pandemic broke I signed up to a Mutual Support Network I’d seen on Facebook to
provide help to people in my area, so on a couple of occasions I’ve picked up prescriptions for
people who were self-isolating. Last week, some members of the group discovered that the
Home Office had placed a number of refugees in Reading, and because regular services had been
cut back or stopped all together because of Covid-19 they had little support or help. The group
made contact with the refugees to find out what they needed and then put a call out to see what
could be organised. Many of the refugees have very few clothes so people have donated those,
and as there are families with young children, toys and games have also been offered. Local
restaurants and take-aways were contacted to see if they could provide meals for around 30
people each evening, and each night a different restaurant provides the food free of charge.
Many of the refugees are Muslims, having come from places such as Iraq, Syria or Somalia, so someone arranged
for dates to be given so that when they had Iftar they could start their meals in the same way as Muslims around
the world. Using my experience of working on the tills at school, my role has been to hand out the meals when they
are ready, to provide a friendly face and to try to make conversation, even if I speak little of their language, all the
while trying to maintain social distancing.”

2

Our second example of another selfless act of kindness concerns Asess Bedi in Year 7
(AM C7).
Asees’ mother told us about how her daughter has taken it upon herself
to give free lessons to her younger sister and her sister’s primary aged
school friends, every weekday, via WhatsApp. “She absolutely loves it
and she took the initiative on her own.”
We are so impressed Asees, this is such a wonderful gesture and it is also
a great way to support your own learning! Perhaps a teacher in the
making? Well done, Asess.

Staff nomination
This week’s staff nomination winner is Mr Mutton, Drama Department, for “dedicating his time offering one-toone support” and for “creating excellent KS3 live theatre resources” – fantastic dedication. Thank you and well
done, Mr Mutton!

Theatre Thursday
Here is Miss Seymour’s weekly round-up of all the best that’s on offer in virtual theatre land.
National Theatre – A Streetcar Names Desir
If you watch any theatre over the next 7 days IT HAS TO BE THE YOUNG VIC’S TENNESSEE WILLIAMS’ A
STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE starring Gillian Anderson. This production sold out on both runs and is THE FULL
THEATRICAL PACKAGE from a revolving set, to stunning costumes and moving, disturbing yet mesmerising
acting by the cast.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJEpYaD3yTw
Andrew Lloyd Webber- The Sound of Music stage version; An oldie but a goodie!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdmPjhKMaXNNeCr1FjuMvag
The Curve - What the Butler Saw starring Rufus Hound; Chaos, cross-dressing and mistaken identity
https://vimeo.com/409218466
MEMOIRS OF AN ASIAN FOOTBALL CASUAL; Memoirs of an Asian Football Casual tells Riaz Khan’s colourful
account of growing up as the son of strict Pakistani parents in the multi-cultural city of Leicester.
https://vimeo.com/401418687
The Importance of Being Earnest
https://www.curveonline.co.uk/news/watch-our-archive-recording-of-the-importance-of-being-earnest/
Belgrade Theatre: Amy Ng's Under the Umbrella; Blurb: Tradition, Trauma, Triumph in the art of finding love
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIcczCiLZK4
Netflix Users
Ben Platt- Live from Radio City Musical Hall; Known for his role in Pitch Perfect, Originating the role of Evan in
Dear Evan Hansen on Broadway and more recently the lead in The Politician on Netflix, Ben Platt’s concert is
now on Netflix an it is incredible! You have not heard a voice like it! It is addictive!
Disney Plus Members – Newsies
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House Challenges
This week’s House Competition saw our students taking some truly beautiful photographs in the Spring themed
photography competition. A huge congratulations to all entries, in particular those in Magna and Windsor
Houses, who have uploaded over 60 pictures combined! You can see some of the great entries from Magna and
Windsor House below. Wow – such talent!

So far, Windsor House are leading the way, closely
followed by Eton. There’s still time to catch-up
though Magna and Cliveden – perhaps the next
competition will see a change in the tally?

The next House Challenge will focus our students’ minds on the environment, in particular endangered animals.
You have two weeks due to half term, so no excuses!
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Mental Health Support
This week’s mental health offering comes from
the NHS and their 5Ways5DaysNHSChallenge.
(Attached as a separate document.) It’s a fantastic
campaign that encourages us all to look after not
only our own mental health, but also that of
others, by nominating five other people to take
part. Here are the Five Ways to wellbeing, to help
you feel healthier, happier and more positive.
Acts of Kindness
Did you know that this week is Mental Health Awareness Week? The theme this year is kindness and we are all
being encouraged to help each other through random acts of kindness. Being kind is more important than ever
in these uncertain times and the smallest act could really make someone’s day! Here are some ideas if you are
looking for inspiration; there are also some great videos on the BBC website.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zhkybdm https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrh26v4
Welcome to DPA Year 6
Hello to our new students in Year 6!
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our new Year 6 students who have been offered a place at Ditton
Park Academy in September 2020. We’re absolutely delighted to have you joining us for your new and exciting
secondary school journey! For our current students, if you have any friends, relatives or siblings joining us, please
do fill them in on our community and what they should expect once they are here.
How are we working on transition in Lockdown?
Both the staff and students have been working extremely hard behind the scenes to help develop ways to ensure
that Year 6 are equipped with all the things they need to know before September. If you take a look at our
website under Year 6 into Year 7 Transition you will find lots of resources that showcase our school; this is also
great for existing students to see. A BIG thank you to all of the students and staff who sent in videos from their
homes welcoming Year 6. This will also be available on our website by the end of this week, so please do take a
look.
How can we as a community support these students in September?
This year, more than ever, our 2020 Year 7 students will need that extra support and care to help them settle in
with us. They would not have had the transition events this term that each one of you had before you joined
DPA. As staff, we are planning lots of ways to give them opportunities to become familiar with our school.
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However, the most important people to guide and support these Year 7s will be you: the student body.
Therefore, in September, bear this in mind and help where you can – even a warm smile will go a long way to
welcome them to our school. This is summed up perfectly by a quote from Henry Ford (founder of the Ford
Motor Company):
“Coming together is a beginning, staying together is progress and working together is success!”

Student work
This week has seen a real sense of ingenuity and creativity to the work completed by our students.
We received some really thoughtful poems on the theme of Heroes; here are contributions from Ramona
Cowen-Seagrove in Year 8 (AM C4) and Yuvraj Sangha in Year 7 (AM W5).
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Sadie Marks in Year 10 (AM C1) has been using her time to learn new skills and has been teaching herself how
to play the guitar – a wonderful example of self-discipline and commitment. Well done, Sadie.

https://twitter.com/DPASlough?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
In Year 7, students have been recording themselves for MfL to practise their accent and pronunciation – just
wonderful!

https://dittonparkacademymy.sharepoint.com/personal/afenner_dittonparkacademy_co_uk/_la
youts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fafenner%5Fdittonparka
cademy%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FAttachments%2F20200515%
5F040241%2Emp4&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fafenner%5Fdittonparka
cademy%5Fco%5Fuk%2FDocuments%2FAttachments&originalPath=a
HR0cHM6Ly9kaXR0b25wYXJrYWNhZGVteS1teS5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmN
vbS86djovZy9wZXJzb25hbC9hZmVubmVyX2RpdHRvbnBhcmthY2FkZ
W15X2NvX3VrL0VmbG1PMS1IRnFsRGpjVEhuLXpxOVdrQmx1Mmo0
M1ZDclNJUjBwd0tiVjZjUUE_cnRpbWU9R2VVdzVOVDkxMGc

Year 8 students Nadia Plewa (AM E2) and Krish Kambo (AM C3) have demonstrated very different approaches
to their work on enzymes.
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This week, Art students from Years 9 – 12 had the fantastic opportunity to participate in two workshops with
Animator and Art Director Jennifer Kidd. Day one was Stop Motion Animation; during this two
hour workshop students (and their teachers) used modelling clay to create characters, made them move and
even for some to speak. Ms Wanford, Ms Pankhania, Miss Stevens and Ms Dawson all participated with varying
degrees of success! Some of the students’ amazing first attempts can be found here

https://dittonparkacademymy.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/rwanford_dittonparkacademy_co_uk/EqDJ5nlnSvNBsgijPTnKxkkB
aa9ZLupVH9ZStNCj5e1LxQ?e=gjNEhq Do make sure you take a look at these as we are sure you will all
agree they are utterly brilliant and entertaining!
Day two was a smaller, more intense full day scale model – making workshop joined by Ms Wanford, Miss
Seymour and Ms Dawson. Year 10 and 12 pupils learnt how to work to the scale of 1:6 to create props and
furniture, apply paint effects and use specialist materials. These skills can be applied to support theatre studies
design work, animation and installation in art, photography sets...there are endless opportunities.
Thank you to the Art Department, and to all the students who participated. Here are some images form the
work created by our very talented students.

Naomi Moses Year 9
Sara Yakoob Year 10

Carys Scroggie Year 10

Hayaan Janjua Year 10
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Lauren McLaughlan

Poppy Jacobs
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Studying at home
Use of Teams

We have continued to see innovative use of Teams,
with our teachers learning new ways to use
technology to support their students’ learning.
In MfL, students have been encouraged to record
themselves reading aloud in French, and have been
able to upload their recordings for their teachers.

Students have also been set work that is very firmly based on prior, in-class learning, meaning they are much
less able to rely on Google translate!

In Science, we have seen our Teaching Assistants providing small group teaching for our SEN students.
Our Music department has facilitated resources from Slough Borough Council to support their students.
In English, work has been reformatted into booklets, giving students control over the pace of their learning, and
regular class polls are conducted to ensure teachers are able to respond to the students’ needs.
The Art department has recently arranged for an online external course for pupils (and teachers!) on animation
– you can see the images, and a link to the animations, above. The department has also been conducting threeway phone calls between student/teacher/parent(s), to ensure all parties fully understand the work
requirements.
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Student Rewards
There were over 670 students nominated this week for their work – that is an amazing achievement, and
testament to both the commitment to learning demonstrated by our students, and the dedication of their
teachers to recognise their efforts. Well done to everyone, and especially this week’s winners!

Literacy Support
As part of our Lockdown Library, teachers and staff from the Academy will be reading stories from the wonderful
Book of Hopes. This week’s lovely contribution comes from Mrs Patel and can be heard on both Teams and via
our Twitter feed. https://twitter.com/DPASlough?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor

We also have a fantastic Reading inspired Bingo, with hyperlinks, for you to try out over the half term.

DPA’s Reading Bingo
1. Read an Epic! book
Get Epic!

2. Take an ‘extreme (home
lockdown) reading’ photo
Find an unusual place/position at
home and have someone take a
photo of you reading a book. Post
the photo on Teams on your
English board.

3. Listen to an audiobook
Audio books
Free audio books 13+

4. Read a graphic novel /comic
book
Comixology
Go Comics

Or check your local e-library
Dekkocomics
Scoopthemag

5. Make a tiny book
Miniature Books
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6. Read at least 5 short stories
from The Book of Hopes

7. Read a story that has been
translated from another language

The Book of Hopes

Words without Borders

8. Read aloud to someone
Read to a relative, sibling or friend.
Post the photo on Teams on your
English board. Pets count too!

9. Create a promotion slide/trailer
for a book

10. Read a classic book
Classic Books

Make a slide or video trailer for a
book you have enjoyed. Use one
PPT slide (that we can use on the
screens around school) or a trailer
(for use in AM). Email this to your
English teacher.

11. Watch an author video on
Authorfy

12. Read a non-fiction book on
myON or from home

Select an author, then scroll down
for the author videos and
challenges

Read on Myon
Hint: the ‘Weird and Weirder’
category is brilliant!

Authorfry

Family challenges


Take a tour though more than 60 museums, galleries, zoos and other places of cultural and historical
interest. Walk-throughs, tours and interactive opportunities abound – see our attachment for links.
(Attached as a separate document.)



Speakers for Schools is a fantastic organisation that brings respected, successful professionals from all
walks of life and careers, into schools to deliver inspiring and motivational speeches for students; during
lockdown,
they
are
offering
free
virtual
talks.
Well
worth
a
look.

https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/


Maths Logic How did you get on with last week’s questions? Here are the answer, together with this
week’s questions.
 John and Andy were professional golfers and keen rival. One day during a game, they had each
scored 30 when Andy hit a bad shot. John immediately added 10 to his own score; John then hit a
good shot and won the game. Why? They were playing tennis.
 Sam Slug got out of jail and pushed his car to The Park Lane Hotel. When he arrived he realised he
was bankrupt. How this financial disaster happen? They are playing monopoly.
 A high-speed electric train is travelling southeast at 90 km/h. The wind is blowing westward at 30
km/h. In what direction will the smoke from the engine be blowing? Electric trains do not have
smoke.
This week’s questions:





Charlie Chromedome went for a walk without an umbrella. He did not wear a hat and he did
not take refuge under a shelter, yet not one hair on his head got wet. How was this possible?
A new medical building containing 100 offices had just been completed. Hardy Pyle was hired
to paint the numbers 1 to 100 on the doors. How many times will Hardy have to paint the
number 9?

Learn another poem. Following on from the acts of kindness we have showcased, here are some poems
that touch on the same theme.
In Kindness, by Anne Marie Cline
Kindness speaks the words,
Your heart could never speak.
Your wings hold me up,
And give me strength when I am weak.
The warmth of your protection,
Brings music to my heart.
You open up the doors,
You show me where to start.
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If I Can Stop One Heart From Breaking, by Emily Dickinson
If I can stop one heart from breaking,
I shall not live in vain;
If I can ease one life the aching,
Or cool one pain,
Or help one fainting robin
Unto his nest again,
I shall not live in vain.
Give, by Simon Armitage
Of all the public places, dear
to make a scene, I’ve chosen here.
Of all the doorways in the world
to choose to sleep, I’ve chosen yours.
I’m on the street, under the stars.
For coppers I can dance or sing.
For silver-swallow swords, eat fire.
For gold-escape from locks and chains.
It’s not as if I’m holding out
for frankincense or myrrh, just change.
You give me tea. That’s big of you.
I’m on my knees. I beg of you.

Stay in touch
Please do stay in touch via our Twitter feed @DPASlough and our school email office@dittonparkacademy.co.uk
Stay safe and stay well.
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