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Letter from the Principals 

 
February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
   
As you are aware Year 8 students will be making their GCSE choices this year. Although we would 

much prefer to complete this process face to face, unfortunately this is not currently possible. We 

would like to take this opportunity to reassure you that you will be fully supported through this 

process and as such we would now like to welcome you to the next step of the journey. This GCSE 

brochure contains all the information you need to make an informed decision about the subjects 

students will study from Year 9 to Year 11. 
 
The three-year Key Stage 4 is now well-established in other local schools and many believe that a 

three-year journey towards GCSEs is of real benefit to all our students. Many subjects have a 

‘foundation year’ before embarking on GCSE syllabi which allow students to study a range of 

curriculum areas to a greater depth. 
 
At Ditton Park Academy, the Key Stage 4 curriculum has been designed to strike a balance 

between making sure that students study a wide range of subjects and allowing them to develop 

their own interests. In September 2021, when our current Year 8 students will be starting Key 

Stage 4, there will be a core set of compulsory subjects as well as a series of optional subjects. 

These will run and be delivered dependent on sufficient numbers selecting these options. 
 
We are taking great care to ensure that what is offered at Key Stage 4 within school reflects the 

rapidly changing national picture where GCSEs are undergoing fundamental reform.  

 
 
 

Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
N Caulfield       C McNab 
Principal       Associate Principal 
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Making the right choice 
 

Making curriculum choices in Year 8 is a very important part of your child’s time in school and is an 
opportunity for them to take control of their education and shape their future. With our support, they are 
about to make one of the most important decisions in their school life so far. 
 
At the start of Year 9 they will begin the courses that will result in them gaining their first set of 
qualifications. The choices they make may also influence what course or job they decide to do after Year 11 
and hopefully help them move onto their next step towards achieving their DREAMS and ASPIRATIONS. 
 
We want our students to finish Year 11 with the best set of qualifications they could ever hope for and we 
will work as hard as we can with both you and your child to help them reach these. This is the first stage in 
that process: helping both parents, carers and students to make the right choices.  
 
There are lots of reasons students might want to pick a subject and, they will have lots of thoughts 
suggesting one subject over another, but not all reasons to choose a subject are helpful. 
 
Good reasons to select a subject 
 

• You achieve good grades in a subject – if you are good at it, you have a greater chance of success! 

• You are interested in the topics covered – being intrigued by the content of the course will drive you 
to dig a little deeper, understand a little more and ultimately improve your grade. 

• It supports your future career or educational plans – some GCSEs are essential as the first building 
blocks towards A-levels, degrees and careers. 

 
Poor reasons to select a subject  
 

• Your friend is picking it – everyone is different, the subject might be right for your friend, but is it 
right for you? 

• You like the teacher – there is no guarantee you will be taught by any specific teacher. 

• It’s easy – there are no easy choices, each course has its own challenges. 

• It’s a new subject and the subject’s name sounds interesting – research the subject: do the topics 
covered interest you or is it just the name of the subject you like? 

 

As you and your child start to weigh up your options, it might help to ask them some tough questions about 

their current and future schooling.   

Questions to ask 

• What possible career might they be interested in pursuing? 

• Are there vital subjects for certain jobs? 

• What do they think they might study at Sixth Form? 

• Do they like subject X? 

• Could they cope with the coursework demands of subject X? 

• How good are they at taking lots of exams at the same time? 

• Have they chosen a suitable and balanced group of subjects? 
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Our support for your choice 
 

You and your child choosing their options is an important step in their educational journey, so it is critical 

you make the most of all that DPA has to offer in supporting both parent / carer and student.  

• Thursday 25th February 2021 – Virtual Options Launch 

o Access to a webpage on our school website (www.dittonparkacademy.co.uk) where the 

following resources can be found: 

▪ A copy of the GCSE Options Booklet (this document) 

▪ Presentations from each department outlining their courses, who they might suit, 

where they might lead. Etc. 

▪ A video guide to the process and how to fill in the Options Form. 

 

• Friday 26th February 2021 – Online form sent out Via Schoolcomms 

 

• Time to think – With the information from the Options website, the Options Booklet and the 

Options Form, start to decide what might be your first and reserve choices. 

  

• Research – There is a huge amount of help both on DPA’s website and the internet as a whole, 

helping you to answer questions such as: 

o Will this GCSE help my child access a career in …? 

o Does my child need a GCSE in … to do A-Levels in …? 

o What specifically is taught in a certain topic of the course? 

 

• Need more information? Your child can always talk to: 

o Their Academic Mentor – for general advice about the process / possible options. 

o Their class teachers – for more detail of what the course covers and possibly some sample 

resources used on the course. 

o The Subject Lead Teacher – for any other questions about the course. 

 

• Friday 12th March 2021 – Complete and submit the online Options Form by 5pm on Friday 12th 

March 2021. 

o Every effort will be made to accommodate the subject choices of all students who submit 

their forms on or before Friday 12th March; however we cannot give the same guarantee to 

late returns. 

 

• Thursday 20th May 2021 – Options choices will be released to students on Thursday 20th May 2021 

and sent home via the schoolcomms system on the same day. 

o Whilst our aim will be to satisfy all students’ first preferences, we may need to consider 

reserve preferences. 

o We are also restricted by the number of students choosing certain courses. 

o Once the selections have been finalised, students are expected to follow their chosen 

subjects from the start of Year 9. 

http://www.dittonparkacademy.co.uk/
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The Options Process 
 

Ditton Park Academy splits the subjects up into three groups: 

Core Learning (Compulsory)  

All Students MUST study these subjects and your child will be automatically entered for them; therefore 

there is no need to add anything to the form. 

• English Language 

• English Literature 

• Maths 

• Personal, Health, Social & Religious Education - 

taught, but will not lead to a GCSE qualification 

• Core Physical Education - taught, but will not lead to a 

GCSE qualification  

 

Core Learning (Compulsory Options) 

These are a collection of courses grouped into Sciences, Languages and Humanities. At least one course in 

each group must be studied. The Options Form will guide you to help indicate your preferred choices for 

these subjects. 

• Sciences - All students study a minimum of Combined Science (two GCSEs). Triple Science can be 

chosen as one of your options below giving three individual GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics. Students who choose Triple Science will not also study Combined Science. 

• Languages - Students will study a language, continuing on with either French or Spanish from their 

Year 7 and Year 8 classes. In rare cases, some students will follow an alternative pathway which will 

develop functional skills and skills for life. Students for whom this applies will be contacted to 

explain the curriculum provision in place for them. 

• Humanities - All students must study either Geography or History; if they would like to study both 

then this can be picked as one of your options in Block B. 

 

Options 

Students must pick one subject in each block from the subjects shown below for their GCSE Options.  
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Options Blocks 

• Subjects are split into blocks shown on the previous page for timetabling purposes. This means all 

subjects in any block will be taught at the same time. 

• Students will need to pick one, and only one, subject from each block. The same subject cannot be 

chosen in two blocks. 

• If you cannot be allocated your chosen subjects in the block indicated, we will look to see if there is 

space in that subject in other blocks. 
 

Reserve Choices 

If a subject is oversubscribed and we cannot place you in that subject, we will refer to your reserve choices. 

Your reserve choices MUST NOT be the same as any of the choices you have already made in the blocks. 

 

Entry requirements for Options 

Triple Science and Computer Science have individual entry requirements to be able to choose these courses 

as one of your options. Triple Science requires you to have a Secure grade or above in Science; Computer 

Science requires you to have a Secure grade or above in Maths. Please note that if your child has not met 

the entry requirement this option will not be available on their individualized Options Form. 

 

Vocational Subjects (BTEC / Cambridge Nationals) 

We offer a vocational pathway for three subjects: Business, ICT and Physical Education; each course is 

equivalent to one GCSE but has fewer exams and a greater focus on coursework. The content covered is 

similar to that of a GCSE, but with a work-related focus. Please note that a maximum of two vocational 

subjects may be picked. 

 

Online form 

The entire Options process is being conducted virtually or remotely, including the Options Form. In order to 

ensure we get options where both the student AND the parents/carers have been involved we intend to 

email the link to the Options Form to PARENTS/CARERS, but when clicked on it will then ask the STUDENTS 

to Logon with their Teams account to access the form. The link will NOT be directly published to students. 

The form can only be submitted once; if you are undecided between courses, please only click the 'Submit' 

button once you have considered further in order to come to a final choice. 

 

Preparing to fill in the Options Form 

To help you fill in the online Options Form successfully, note down your final options below, so they can be 

quickly and simply transferred to the online Options Form once ALL choices are made. 

  :

Humanity: 

Option from Block A:     First Reserve: 

Option from Block B:     Second Reserve: 

Option from Block C:      Third Reserve: 



 

 

 
Subjects 
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English Language 
(Compulsory) 

 
Assessment: Students will be assessed 
on high quality, challenging texts from 
the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. Each 
text studied must represent a 
substantial piece of writing, making 
significant demands on students in 
terms of content, structure and the 
quality of language. The texts must 
include literature and extended 
literary non-fiction, and other writing 
such as essays, reviews and journalism 
(both printed and on-line). 
 
 
 

Description and Content of Specification: 
GCSE English Language is designed on the basis that students should read and be 
assessed on high quality, challenging texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st 
centuries.  
 
Reading skills 
Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with 
creative as well as real and relevant contexts. The course will ensure that 
students can read fluently and write effectively. Students will be able to 
demonstrate a confident control of Standard English and write grammatically 
correct sentences, deploying figurative language and analysing texts. 
 
Students should:  

• Read and evaluate text critically and make comparisons between texts 

•  Summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts · 

• Use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their 
own writing  

• Listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard 
English effectively 
 

Writing skills 
Students will work on:  

• producing clear and coherent text: writing effectively for different 
purposes and audiences: to describe, narrate, explain, instruct, give and 
respond to information, and argue; selecting vocabulary, grammar, 
form, and structural and organisational features judiciously to reflect 
audience, purpose and context; using language imaginatively and 
creatively; using information provided by others to write in different 
forms; maintaining a consistent point of view; maintaining coherence 
and consistency across a text · 

• writing for impact: selecting, organising and emphasising facts, ideas 
and key points; citing evidence and quotation effectively and 
pertinently to support views; creating emotional impact; using language 
creatively, imaginatively and persuasively, including rhetorical devices 
(such as rhetorical questions, antithesis, parenthesis). 

Spoken language skills 
Students will develop skills in the following: 

• presenting information and ideas: selecting and organising information 
and ideas effectively and persuasively for prepared spoken 
presentations; planning effectively for different purposes and 
audiences; making presentations and speeches  

•  responding to spoken language: listening to and responding 
appropriately to any questions and feedback • 

• spoken Standard English: expressing ideas using Standard English 
whenever and wherever appropriate. 

Examination: 

Explorations in creative reading and 
writing  

1hr 45 mins 

Writers new points and perspectives 

1hr 45 mins 

 

Why Study It? 

Students will draw upon a range of 
texts as reading stimulus and 
engage with creative as well as real 
and relevant contexts. Students 
will have opportunities to develop 
higher-order reading and critical 
thinking skills that encourage 
genuine enquiry into different 
topics and themes. 
 
Students will study 

• Explorations in creative 
reading and writing 

• Writers viewpoints and 
perspectives 

• Spoken Language 
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English Literature 
(Compulsory) 

 
Assessment: 
Students will be assessed on a variety of texts 
including pre 19th Century Shakespeare, 
modern prose and poetry. 
 
 
 
 

Description and Content of Specification: 
GCSE English Literature focuses on skills such as reading 
comprehension, reading critically and writing accurate. The skills can be 
broken down into the following: 
Reading 

• Literal and inferential comprehension: understanding a word, 
phrase of sentence in context; exploring aspects of plot, 
characterisation, events and settings; distinguishing between 
what is stated explicitly and what is implied; explaining 
motivation, sequence of events, and the relationship between 
actions or event. 

• Critical reading: identifying and distinguishing between themes; 
supporting a point of view by referring to evidence in the text; 
recognising the possibility of evaluating different responses to a 
text; using understanding of the writer’s social, historical and 
cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making an informed 
personal response that derives from analysis and evaluation of the 
text 

• Evaluation of the writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and 
structural features: analysing and evaluating how language, 
structure, form and presentation contribute to quality and impact; 
using linguistic and literary terminology for such evaluation 

• Comparing texts: comparing and contrasting texts studies, 
referring where relevant to theme, characterisation, context 
(where know), style and literary quality; comparing two texts 
critically with these skills 

 
Writing 

• Producing clear and coherent text; writing effectively about 
literature for a range of purposes such as: to describe, explain, 
summarise, argue, analyse and evaluate; discussing and 
maintaining a point of view; selecting and emphasising key points, 
using relevant quotation and using details textural references 

• Accurate standard English; accurate spelling, punctuation and 
grammar 

Examination: 
 
Shakespeare and 19th Century novel 
1hr 45 mins 
 
Modern prose and poetry 
2hrs 15 mins 
 
 

Why Study It? 
The English Literature course focuses on skills 
such as reading comprehension, reading 
critically and writing accurately.  At the end of 
the course students will be: 

• A literal and inferential 
comprehension reader 

• A critical reader 

• Able to evaluate a writer’s choice of 
vocabulary, grammatical and 
structural features 

• Able to compare texts 

• Produce clear and coherent text 
Students will study: 

• Shakespeare 

• Pre 19th century novel 

• Modern Drama 

• Poetry 
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Mathematics 
(Compulsory) 

Assessment: 

The students will cover the following content 
headings throughout the course: 

• Number 

• Algebra 

• Ratio 

• Geometry & Measure 

• Probability & Statistics 
 

The above topics will be broken down into 
assessment objectives, AO1, AO2 and AO3 

Objective AO1:  To apply standard techniques. 

• Accurately recall facts, terminology and 
definitions 

• Use and interpret notation correctly 

• Accurately carry out routine procedures 
or set tasks requiring multi-step solutions 

Foundation: 50%         

Higher: 40% 

Objective AO2:  Reason, interpret and communicate 
mathematically.  

• Make deductions, inferences and draw 
conclusions from mathematical information 

• Construct chains of reasoning to achieve a 
given result 

• Interpret and communicate information 
accurately 

• Present arguments and proofs 

• Assess the validity of an argument and critically 
evaluate a given way of presenting information 

Foundation: 25%      

Higher: 30%   

Objective AO3: Solve problems within mathematics 
and in other contexts. 

• Translate problems in mathematical or non-
mathematical contexts into a process or a 
series of mathematical processes 

• Make and use connections between different 
parts of mathematics 

• Interpret results in the context of the given 
problem 

• Evaluate methods used and results obtained 

• Evaluate solutions to identify how they may 
have been affected by assumptions made 
 

Foundation: 25%  

Higher: 30% 

Description and Content of Specification: 

Qualification:   GCSE Mathematics 1MA1 

Exam Board:   Pearson 

Grade 5 achieved on the Foundation is identical to a grade 5 on the Higher and students will be 

entered according to the best possible chance for them to realize their potential. 

What will I learn? 

• Algebra: including collecting like terms, expanding brackets, factorising, solving equations 
and graphs 

• Number: including factors, multiples, four operations, percentages, fractions and decimals 

• Ratio and proportion: including value for money and unitary method 

• Geometry: including similar shapes, transformations, volume, area, perimeter and angles 

• Statistics and probability: including charts, stem and leaf, histograms and probability 

• How to use calculators and computers to help solve problems 

• How to apply Mathematics to new situations, including real-life problems 

• To develop the ability to reason and think logically 

• To use Mathematics across a range of different subjects 
 

All assessment objectives will be covered during the teaching of each unit. To support with AO3 

content, there will also be frequent problem solving questions set during the week in order to 

improve students’ ability to apply mathematics in non–routine questions for themselves, to 

apply the topics learned and form strategies. 

We will also regularly set wider Maths problems including those from UKMT Maths challenges to 

help students with: 

• Analyzing problems presented as “larger” questions, where the traditional step-by-step 

question structure has been removed 

• Putting subject skills and facts to use in the context of solving problems 

Students are expected to show workings in order to maximize their marks in all types of 

questions. They should use strategies to break down problem into a series of manageable tasks, 

spotting rules and patterns and communicating these mathematically. Pupils are expected to 

know more formulae as there are no formulae sheets given. However, some questions will 

include the necessary formulae. Exam questions and papers will be used regularly in lessons and 

for homework to familiarize students with the types of questions they could be tested on and to 

improve their exam technique and help them maximize marks in exams. 

Why Study It? 

Mathematics is a core subject. It is everywhere around us and we use it every day. Students will 

need to understand how to calculate accurately as well as be able to apply their mathematical 

knowledge to a range of real life problems.   

What career opportunities are there? 

Most Further Education centers, e.g. Colleges and Sixth Forms, require students to have gained a 
minimum of a Grade 4 in Maths to start A levels. For students to study Maths or a Maths-related 
course at A level and beyond, many education establishments require a minimum of a Grade 6 
or higher at GCSE. Jobs in Science, Technology, Engineering, Accounting and Economics – among 
others – all require a Maths qualification, but most careers require a basic understanding of 
Maths. 

Examination: 

Paper 1 -  Non calculator (1hr 30mins) 

Paper 2 – Calculator (1hr 30mins) 

Paper 3 – Calculator (1hr 30mins) 

Foundation   Grades 1-5 

Higher            Grades 4-9 (3 is available) 
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Science 
(Compulsory Option) 

 
Assessment:  
 AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of: scientific ideas; 
scientific techniques and procedures.  
• AO2: Apply knowledge and 
understanding of: scientific ideas; 
scientific enquiry, techniques and 
procedures. 
 • AO3: Analyse information and ideas 
to: interpret and evaluate; make 
judgments and draw conclusions; 
develop and improve experimental 
procedures. 
 
Comprehensive performance reviews 
take place throughout the year, 
internal examinations and progress 
tracking will be used to make 
appropriate changes as required. 

Description and Content of Specification: 
The AQA combined science route will be followed and this will mean the topics 
studied will be from within the 2016 GCSE Programme of Study. 
 
The course is designed to give opportunities to all students to enable them to 
meet their aspirations while learning about many interesting aspects of 
science. 
 
Combined Science Year 9 students will be taught for 4 periods per week.  Each 
period lasts 60 minutes.  Individual pupil performance and progress will be 
consistently and closely monitored, and all decisions made in relation to 
courses and examination entries will be done so with the best interests of 
students, their potential and best grade outcomes and future aspirations in 
mind. 
 
The Key Stage 4 Science will provide an essential part of all of our students’ 
education and qualifications. 
 
Students opting to take GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics (Triple Science) 
will study all 3 sciences as discrete subjects.  The three will be delivered with 
intention of achieving the highest grade possible for every individual and 
students will receive an additional 3 science lessons every week.  
 
To be eligible for this course students must achieve a grade achieved in 
module test by module 5 and demonstrate the appropriate commitment to 
learning within lessons. The leaders in the academy will have the final decision 
concerning entry to this course. 
 
These courses will provide stretch and challenge with the opportunity to study 
all 3 sciences in depth. 
 
Achieving a level 6 and above in combined science or in triple science will 
allow students to take science on for further study at BTEC or A level.  
 
Combined science gives all students the foundation of knowledge and skills 
needed to progress on to a range careers and make essential life choices.  
The subject knowledge goes into a depth and breadth ideas which gives an 
idea foundation for later study in science in and in many other areas.  
 
Triple Science will follow the same core ideas as combined science but with 
added benefit of taking the skills and knowledge further and deeper. 
 
PLEASE NOTE that Triple Science has an entry requirement, you must achieve 
a secure grade or above in Science at DPA 1 and make good progress in the 
following period accompanied by a recommendation from staff to be able to 
take this course. 
 
There are a wealth of careers opportunities that are accessible through both 
routes  
 

Examination: 
 
Combined Science 
2 papers in each discipline  
Total of 7 hours 
 
Triple science  
GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
3hrs 30 minutes each subject  
 
 
 

Why Study It? 
GCSE Combined Science starts in Year 
9 which covers Biology, Physics and 
Chemistry and will lead to two GCSE’s 
in Science. 
 
Students opting to take GCSE (Triple 
Science) Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics will study all 3 sciences as 
discrete subjects.  The students’ 
suitability will be considered on an 
individual basis with a review of 
individual student’s performance at 
Key Stage 3. 
 
Higher grades in combined science or 
in triple science will allow students to 
study science to a higher qualification 
in A level or in a vocational 
qualification. 
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Geography 
(Compulsory Option) 

 
Assessment: 

3 written exams at the end of the course. 

Specification name: GCSE (9-1 Geography) Edexcel B: Investigating 

Geographical Issues 

Description and Content of Specification: 

GCSE Geography gives students the opportunity to understand more about 

the world, the challenges it faces and their place within it. This GCSE course 

aims to deepen understanding of both human and physical geographical 

processes and the relationship between people and the natural world. 

The GCSE builds on the concepts that have been developed in KS3 and 

combines geographical theory with in-depth case studies to bring the subject 

to life. For example, students will learn the science behind climate change, 

whilst learning the real-life impact this has on communities across the world, 

in places like Bangladesh and the Maldives. It also develops key geographical 

and enquiry skills with research design, data collection, and data analysis a 

regular part of the lessons. These transferable skills facilitate progress not 

just in geography, but also in other subjects such as science and maths. These 

research skills also develop the expertise needed to succeed in subsequent 

stages of education, including at A – level and degree level. 

Students are encouraged to regularly read the news to learn about current 

geographical issues and use their findings in the lessons to deepen 

understanding. The Department’s membership of the Geographical 

Association and Royal Geographical Society provides students with additional 

opportunities to access contemporary research and attend events led by key 

geographical thinkers. 

GCSE Course Structure 

The course is based around the study of 3 key issues: Global Issues, UK Issues 

and Environmental Issues.  

In Global Issues students examine the impact of tropical storms and tectonic 

hazards, focusing on the case studies of Antarctica, the Maldives and the 

Philippines. They also study development issues, exploring countries, such as 

Nigeria, China and India.  

In UK Geographical Issues students study aspects of the UK’s evolving 

physical landscape (geology, river landscapes and coastal issues) and the UK’s 

human landscape (migration and economic change). As a part of this unit 

students will carry out fieldwork. Including a visit to London’s Docklands to 

study regeneration.  

In People and Environment Issues students learn about the causes and 

consequences of eco system stress in places, such as Brazil and Canada. 

These topics form the basics for a decision-making exercise where students 

draw together understanding and skills from the whole course. 

Examination: 

1. Global Geographical Issues: 

Written Exam: 1hr 30mins 

Weighting 37.5% 

2. UK Geographical Issues (including 

Fieldwork Investigation): 

Written exam 1hr 30 mins 

Weighting 37.5% 

3. People and Environment Issues 

(Making Geographical Decisions) 

Written exam 1hr 30mins 

Weighting 25% 

 

Why Study Geography? 

“Geography is a subject which holds the 

key to our future” (Michael Palin) 

Geography helps us to understand the 

world we live in and how it changes.  It’s 

also vital for managing our environment – 

from natural hazards and ecosystems to 

developing our towns and cities. A 

geography GCSE offers students the 

opportunity to develop important 

knowledge and an impressive skillset that 

will be of great value as they progress 

through their education and into their 

careers; and it is a GCSE in high regard. 

GCSE Geography is an excellent 

foundation for progression to A Level 

Geography. As it sits at the interface 

between Science and Arts subjects, it 

works well in any combination of A Level 

choices.  As many transferable skills are 

developed through the study of 

Geography, a large variety of degree 

course and career options are available 

from ICT, Environmental Science, 

Development Studies, Architecture, 

Finance, Business and Law. 
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History 
(Compulsory Option) 

 
Assessment: 

3 written examinations at the end of 

the course 

Description and Content of Specification: 

We will study a broad range of historical periods. We will start with Elizabethan 

England, where we will examine the life and rule of Elizabeth I and how religion 

became a destabilising force during Tudor rule. Followed by, a depth study 

looking at how close the world came to nuclear war sparked by the conflict 

between the USSR and the USA in the 1960s. We will also study how medicine 

developed from Medieval practice to the modern medicine we know and 

practice today. We will complete the course with a study on Nazi Germany, we 

will discover how Hitler established a dictatorship in Germany, and what life was 

like for different sections of society under Hitler’s regime. 

 

Our exam board for History is EDEXCEL 

Content Overview: 

 

Paper 1 – Medicine Through Time 1250 - present 

• Medieval medicine 1250-1500 

• Medical Renaissance 1500-1700 

• Medicine in Britain 1700-1900 

• Modern Medicine 1900- present 

Paper 2 - Elizabethan England 1558-1588 & Superpower relations 1941-91 

• Elizabeth’s accession 

• Religious Problems 

• Elizabethan society 

• Age of Exploration 

• Relations with Spain 

• Tensions between East and West 

• Intensification of the Cold War 

• Cold War crises 1958-70 

• Period of Détente  

• Collapse of Soviet control in Europe 

 

Paper 3 - Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939 

• Weimar republic 1918-29 

• Hitler’s rise to power 1919-33 

• Nazi control and dictatorship 1933-39 

• Life in Nazi Germany 1933-39 

 

Assessment Objectives 
AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics 

of the periods studied. 

AO2: Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order 

historical concepts 

AO3: Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) to make 

substantiated judgements, in the context of historical events studied. 

AO4: Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about interpretations 

(including how and why interpretations). 

Examination: 

3 exams at the end of the GCSE course: 

 

Paper 1 (30%) 

British Thematic Study with Historic 

Environment (1hr 15mins) 

 

Paper 2 (40%) 

Period Study and British Depth Study 

(1hr 45mins) 

 

Paper 3 (30%) 

Modern Depth Study (1hr 20mins) 

 

Why Study It? 

There are many different reasons to 

take GCSE History.  Firstly, History is 

considered a facilitator subject that 

top universities require to access their 

courses.  Furthermore, GCSE History 

provides a whole range of transferable 

skills that employers look for.   These 

include analytical, evaluation and 

writing skills that are necessary in 

many employment opportunities.  

Some of the jobs that History 

graduates go into include law, politics 

and the civil service. However, the 

main reason why you should choose to 

do GCSE History is if you enjoy it!  If 

you enjoy learning in a variety of 

different ways about the events that 

have shaped who we are today, then 

History is for you.   
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French 
(Compulsory Option) 

 

 
 

Assessment: 

Students will be entered into either French 

Higher tier (Maximum grade 9) or 

Foundation Tier (Maximum grade 5) for 

their final GCSE Assessment. This will be a 

decision that will be made in the early 

stages of Year 11 by teacher, student and 

parent based on previous attainment.  

 

 

 

 

Description and Content of Specification: 

The GCSE is a 3 Year linear course which builds upon knowledge of topics 

and grammar studied in Year 7 and 8.  During the first year of the course, 

students will extend their knowledge of the language creatively with a 

focus on gaining a sound grammatical base.  Students will develop their 

skills further in Year 10 and 11 in a variety of contexts, extending their 

ability to understand and respond to spoken and written French.  They will 

practice speaking and writing French with increased accuracy as well as be 

able to give and justify their opinions on various world issues, current and 

historic. 

The course is made up of the following broad themes:  

• Theme 1 
                Identity and Culture 

• Theme 2 
Local, National, International and Global areas of interest 
 

• Theme 3 
Current and Future study and employment 

 

This qualification provides a foundation for the further study of French at 

AS and A-level. 

Why Study It? 

Your career prospects may well require knowledge and command of the 

French language. In the current climate, it is more important than ever to 

‘stand out from the crowd.’ Having the ability to speak English AND another 

foreign language will set you apart from the rest.  Especially if you are 

thinking of continuing your studies after GCSE and A-levels, both colleges 

and universities regard a GCSE qualification in MFL very favorably.  For 

some universities, it is even becoming a requirement. 

The skills used to learn a foreign language will enable you to communicate 

easily, be a confident speaker, think on your feet and solve problems. It will 

give you the edge over other candidates. 

It is, of course, invaluable for foreign travel.  Languages can be studied on 

their own or combined with many subjects such as Law, Business, Media, 

Literature, History of Art, Sciences, Humanities. They aid interpersonal and 

presentational skills as well as increase job opportunities. We want you to 

become a fully-fledged citizen of the world and learning a language can 

help you do so.  

Examination: 

Unit 1 - Listening  

Foundation 35 mins / Higher 45 mins     

Weighting 25% 

Unit 2 – Reading 

Foundation 45 mins / Higher 1hr 

Weighting 25% 

Unit 3 – Writing 

Foundation 1hr / Higher 1hr 15 mins 

Weighting 25% 

Unit 4 – Speaking 

Roleplay 

Describing a photo 

General Conversation  

Weighting 25% 
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Spanish  
(Compulsory Option) 

Assessment: 

Students will be entered into either Spanish 

Higher tier (Maximum grade 9) or Foundation 

Tier (Maximum grade 5) for their final GCSE 

Assessment. This will be a decision that will be 

made in the early stages of Year 11 by teacher, 

student and parent based on previous 

attainment.  

 

 

 

 

Description and Content of Specification: 

The GCSE is a 3 Year linear course, which builds upon knowledge of 

topics and grammar studied in Year 7 and 8.  During the first year of the 

course, students will extend their knowledge of the language creatively 

with a focus on gaining a sound grammatical base.  Students will 

develop their skills further in Year 10 and 11 in a variety of contexts, 

extending their ability to understand and respond to spoken and 

written Spanish.  They will practice speaking and writing Spanish with 

increased accuracy as well as be able to give and justify their opinions 

on various world issues, current and historic.  

The course is made up of the following broad themes:  

• Theme 1 
                Identity and Culture 

• Theme 2 
Local, National, International and Global areas of interest 
 

• Theme 3 
Current and Future study and employment 

 

This qualification provides a foundation for the further study of Spanish 

at AS and A-level. 

Why Study It? 

Your career prospects may well require knowledge and command of 

the Spanish language. In the current climate, it is more important than 

ever to ‘stand out from the crowd.’ Having the ability to speak English 

AND another foreign language will set you apart from the rest.  

Especially if you are thinking of continuing your studies after GCSE and 

A-levels, both colleges and universities regard a GCSE qualification in 

MFL very favorably.  For some universities, it is even becoming a 

requirement. 

The skills used to learn a foreign language will enable you to 

communicate easily, be a confident speaker, think on your feet and 

solve problems. It will give you the edge over other candidates. 

 

It is, of course, invaluable for foreign travel.  Languages can be studied 

on their own or combined with many subjects such as Law, Business, 

Media, Literature, History of Art, Sciences, and Humanities. They aid 

interpersonal and presentational skills as well as increase job 

opportunities. We want you to become a fully-fledged citizen of the 

world and learning a language can help you do so. 

Examination: 

Unit 1 - Listening  

Foundation 35 mins / Higher 45 mins      

Weighting 25% 

Unit 2 – Reading 

Foundation 45 mins / Higher 1hr 

Weighting 25% 

Unit 3 – Writing 

Foundation 1hr / Higher 1hr 15 mins 

Weighting 25% 

Unit 4 – Speaking 

Roleplay 

Describing a photo 

General Conversation  

Weighting 25% 
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PHSRSE 
(Compulsory) 

 
Assessment: 

Non-assessed 

 

 

Description and Content of Specification: 

 

We follow the curriculum model advocated by the PSHE Association – the 

professional, national body for PSHE – of which we are a member. This sets 

out the curriculum in 3 strands, each distinct, yet inter-weaving: 

 

• Health and Wellbeing 

• Relationships (including Sex Education) 

• Living in the Wider World 

 

All units aim to develop skills and attributes such as resilience, self – 

esteem, risk management, team working and critical thinking. Throughout 

Yr 7 & 8 pupils will have worked on units in all these strands and continue 

to build on these in Key Stage 4. 

 

In Year 9 students will work on specific units including: 

 

• Healthy Lifestyles (including Mental Health) 

• Healthy Relationships 

• Parenting 

• Substance Abuse and Addiction 

• Manipulation and Coercion 

• Knife Crime 

• Gang Culture 

 

In Yr 10 students will work on specific units including: 

 

• Mental Health 

• Media and Pornography 

• Expectations 

• STI’s 

• Pregnancy and Abortion 

• Managing Relationships 

• Diversity (including Extremism and Radicalisation. 

 

In Year 11 PSHE sessions are delivered through a planned programme of 

AM sessions as well as assemblies, focus groups and whole academy 

events. Focus within Year 11 moves towards examination preparation, 

whilst continuing to ensure students are aware of their own Mental Health 

situation as well as where they can seek help through the potential pitfalls 

of this stressful time for them.  

 

Examination: 

Non-exam 

 

Why Study It? 

PSHRSE is tailored to reflect the needs of 

the pupil, helping students to develop as 

young adults with a sound understanding of 

risk and with the knowledge and skills 

necessary to make safe and informed 

decisions. 

 

“PSHE education also helps pupils to 

develop their skills and aptitudes – like 

teamwork, communication and resilience – 

that are crucial to navigating the challenges 

and opportunities of the modern world and 

are increasingly valued by employers” 

PSHE Association (2020) 

 

Careers also forms part of PHSRSE working 

with the school’s Information Advice and 

Guidance Officer to ensure students are 

aware of pathways available and which suits 

their own aspirations. 

 

PHSRE will be delivered through a 

timetabled weekly lesson in Yr 9 & 10 as 

well as a program of Academic Mentoring, 

Assemblies, Focus Days and Whole 

Academy events. 

 

The PSHRSE curriculum is available on the 

school website, however there are 

sometimes amendments to this due to 

certain local or national events which may 

need attention with students through the 

year. 
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Core PE 

Core PE 
(Compulsory) 

 

Assessment: 
Activities are covered in half term 
units and assessment is carried out 
and recorded at the end of each unit. 
The assessment takes into account a 
student’s skill level and application of 
skills, as well as the understanding of 
rules, tactics, fitness and an ability to 
analyse performance. 
 
 
 

Description and Content of Specification: 
The curriculum in Year 9 will be a set programme of activities.  In Years 10 and 
11 it will be a balance between set activities and options. 
 
The aim of the practical lessons is to give students the opportunity to participate 
in physical activities conducive to a healthy lifestyle and to have the opportunity 
to reach their sporting potential.  They will be taught and encouraged to develop 
a positive approach to sport which can be continued into adult life, with an 
emphasis on physical well-being and enjoyment.  Students will learn through 
formal teaching; movement experience; sports education; individual, small 
group and team activities.  They will also develop their ability to analyse 
performance. 
 
The range of sports which may be offered include: 
 

• Athletics 

• Badminton 

• Basketball 

• Fitness 

• Cross-country 

• Table Tennis 

• Football 

• Hockey 

• Aerobics 

• Netball 

• Rounders 

• Cricket 

• Rugby 

• Softball 

• Dance 

• Swimming 

• Handball 

• Volleyball 

• Outdoor & Adventurous Activities 

• Long Ball 

• Sports Leadership and various qualifications 
 
 

Examination: 
Non - exam 
 
 
 
 

Why Study It? 
PE encourages a “healthy and active 
lifestyle”.  Students are encouraged to 
continue their interest in sport and 
leadership through participation in 
clubs and teams both in and out of 
school.  The school continually tries to 
expand these opportunities for 
students of all abilities. 
 
The pathway lesson will be a choice of 
activities throughout the course of the 
year.  One pathway is mainly team-
based games activities, a second is 
more individual and creative activities 
and the third choice a balance 
between the two. 
 
These are designed to allow the pupils 
to pick a set of activities which match 
their strengths and their interests with 
a goal of maximum enjoyment in PE 
and life-long learning. 
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Fine Art 
(Option) 

 
Assessment: 
A portfolio built up over the course and 
an exam in Year 11 
 
 

Description and Content of Specification: 

GCSE Fine Art is all about developing visual ideas and for those individuals who 

enjoy making practical piece of artwork. 

 

The main areas are drawing and painting, mixed-media, printmaking and 

sculpture; with many opportunities to integrate digital photography and 

animation into your work.  An enquiring mind and a willingness to learn new 

techniques is essential.  You will learn about artists from the past and about 

contemporary artists too. 

 

The practical examination will take the form of a broad theme for example it 

could be something like “Journeys” or “Time”.  You will have eight weeks to 

prepare for the timed test.  At the end of the period you will sit a 10-hour 

timed examination during which you will produce your final piece(s) of work.  

The 4 Assessment Objectives are: 

• Develop ideas through investigations informed by contextual and 
other sources, demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding. 

• Refine ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate 
resources, media, materials, techniques and processes. 

• Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in 
visual and/or other forms. 

• Respond – Present a personal, informed and meaningful response 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding, making 
connections between visual, written, oral or other elements. 

 

Coursework.  The Personal Portfolio.  For the coursework you will complete 
two projects. 
 
*The GCSE Art, Craft and Design may be offered as an alternative should it suit 
the cohorts needs. 

Examination: 
Practical Examination 
10-hour timed exam 
Weighting 40% 
 
Coursework 
The Personal Portfolio 
Weighting 60% 
 

Why Study It? 
An Art GCSE can lead to an AS or A level 
in Art and Design or a BTEC Level or 
equivalent.  If you know the area of art, 
craft or design you want to specialise in 
you could study for the National 
Certification or National Diploma in Art 
and Design.  Some possible careers in 
Art and Design are Advertising designer, 
Animator, Art therapist, Ceramicist, Prop 
maker, Editorial Illustrator, Electronic 
Image Designer, Exhibition Designer, 
Fashion Illustrator to name but a few. 
 
GCSE Fine Art is not just about being 
“good” at drawing or painting it is about 
having an interest in all things visual and 
wanting to learn more.  Taking creative 
risks and learning about lots of different 
art making techniques. 
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Art, Craft and Design 
(Option) 

 

Assessment: 

A portfolio built up over the course and 

an exam in Year 11 

 

 

Description and Content of Specification: 

GCSE Art, Craft and design is all about developing a range of work in different 

mediums. The breadth of the course allows you to learn about applications of 

art and  

 

The main areas are drawing and painting, photography, fashion design, graphic 

communication printmaking, 3d design and sculpture; An enquiring mind and a 

willingness to learn new techniques is essential.  You will learn about artists 

and designers from the past and about contemporary practitioners too. 

 

The practical examination will take the form of a broad theme for example it 

could be something like “Journeys” or “Time”.  You will have eight weeks to 

prepare for the timed test.  At the end of the period, you will sit a 10-hour 

timed examination during which you will produce your final piece(s) of work.  

The 4 Assessment Objectives are: 

• Develop ideas through investigations informed by contextual and 
other sources, demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding. 

• Refine ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate 
resources, media, materials, techniques and processes. 

• Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in 
visual and/or other forms. 

• Respond – Present a personal, informed and meaningful response 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding, making 
connections between visual, written, oral or other elements. 

 

Coursework.  The Personal Portfolio.  For the coursework, you will complete 

two projects. 

This endorsement suits pupils who are creative but prefer a more structured 

approach than fine Art. Projects are informed by design briefs as opposed to 

the independent investigation approach of fine art.  

 

Examination: 

Practical Examination 

10-hour timed exam 

Weighting 40% 

 

Coursework 

The Personal Portfolio 

Weighting 60% 

 

Why Study It? 

An Art, craft and Design GCSE can lead 

to an AS or A level in Art and Design or a 

BTEC Level or equivalent.  If you know 

the area of art, craft or design you want 

to specialise in you could study for the 

National Certification or National 

Diploma in Art and Design.  Some 

possible careers in Art and Design are 

Advertising designer, Animator, Art 

therapist, Ceramicist, Prop maker, 

Editorial Illustrator, Electronic Image 

Designer, Exhibition Designer, Fashion 

Illustrator to name but a few. 

 

GCSE Art, Craft and Design is not just 

about being “good” at drawing or 

painting it is about having an interest in 

all things visual and wanting to learn 

more.  Taking creative risks and learning 

about lots of different art making and 

design techniques. 
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Photography 
(Option) 

 

Assessment: 

A portfolio built up over the course 

and an exam in Year 11 

Description and Content of Specification: 

GCSE Photography is all about developing visual ideas through photographs and is 

ideal for those who are creative but are also interested in the process of using a 

camera and digitally manipulating images. 

The course will teach you how to use a camera and digital editing software as well 

as giving you a comprehensive understanding of the technical process that occurs 

when you take a photograph. An enquiring mind and a willingness to learn new 

techniques is essential.  You will learn about photographers past and present and 

take inspiration from their images and ways of working. 

The practical examination will take the form of a broad theme for example it could 

be something like “Multiple Images” or "Unusual Portraits".  You will have eight 

weeks to prepare for the timed test by building up a series of photoshoots, test 

shots, experiments and research.  At the end of the period you will sit a 10-hour 

timed examination during which you will refine and edit your final piece(s) of work.  

The 4 Assessment Objectives are: 

• Develop ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other 

sources, demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding. 

• Refine ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate resources, 

media, materials, techniques and processes. 

• Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in 

visual and/or other forms. 

• Respond – Present a personal, informed and meaningful response 

demonstrating analytical and critical understanding, making connections 

between visual, written, oral or other elements. 

Coursework.  The Personal Portfolio; this will consist of a wide range of images and 

projects that develop technical skills as well as ideas and creative thought 

processes.  You will create images in response to broad starting points as well as 

undertaking more prescriptive tasks. As you progress through the course you will 

be given the opportunity to pursue your own ideas and interests within a given 

theme. 

 

 

*The GCSE Art, Craft and Design may be offered as an alternative should it suit the 

cohorts’ needs. 

Examination: 
Practical Examination 
10 hour timed exam 
Weighting 40% 
 
Coursework 
The Personal Portfolio 
Weighting 60% 
 

Why Study It? 

A Photography GCSE can lead to an 

AS or A level in Photography. There 

are apprenticeship positions 

available within the photography 

industry as well as a wide range of 

future careers that would benefit 

from Photography GCSE, fashion 

photographer, media and marketing 

roles, freelance photographers, 

airbrushing/editors to name but a 

few. 

GCSE Photography allows you to 
realise your ideas in a different 
visual and practical form. You do not 
have to own a camera or have any 
experience using an SLR camera to 
take the course. Photography GCSE 
develops technical understanding as 
well as creativity and analytical skills. 

Examination: 

Practical Examination 

10 hour timed exam 

Weighting 40% 

Coursework: 

The Personal Portfolio 

Weighting 60% 
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Drama 
(Option) 

 
Assessment: 

Students can achieve grades 9-1 

 

 

 

Description and Content of Specification: 

The AQA specification fosters candidates’ creativity, personal growth, self-confidence, 

communication and analytical skills through the acquisition of knowledge, skills and 

understanding and the exercise of the imagination.  It provides opportunities for students 

to attend professional and community dramatic performances and to develop their skills 

as informed and thoughtful audience members. They will investigate the forms, styles 

and genres of Drama and will learn to work collaboratively to develop ideas, create 

performances, to experiment with technical elements and to reflect on their own and 

others’ performances. 

 

Year 9 

Students will learn a foundation of GCSE Drama techniques, strategies and performance 

skills necessary to prepare them for the newly designed specification that focusses not 

only on excellence in performance but also the academic rigour behind theatre making 

and interpreting scripts. Students will experience working with published plays to creating 

original performances based on various stimuli.  They will evaluate and analyse their own 

and other’s performances to prepare them for the written elements of the course. 

Students will also be taken to watch plays in in London theatres to support the Live 

Theatre unit and expose them to working industry professionals. This foundation year 

provides to opportunity to explore and undertake three mini versions of the three 

assessed GCSE components. In the winter term, students will start with core drama skills 

and techniques, then move onto a devising unit where they will explore stylised 

techniques to create an original piece of drama. The spring term will consist of studying a 

play text and experiencing the page to stage process which will equip students with the 

skills necessary for the exam paper. In the summer term, students will be working on 

staging extracts from a play. 

 

Year 10 

Students will begin their Component 1 preparation: Study of Blood Brothers which will be 

an ongoing project across both years to lead up to the written exam. For Component 2, 

students will be exposed to the famous theatrical styles of Brecht, Stanislavski and Frantic 

Assembly to inform their final devising process. To end the year, students will begin 

working on their Component 3 extracts where they will perform a monologue or 

duologue along with a group scene. They will then complete a mock Component 1 written 

exam, exploring their understanding of Blood Brothers from an acting, design and 

directing perspective. There will be a theatre trip throughout the year and students will 

be expected to commit to break or after school rehearsals on the approach to assessment 

performances. 

 

Year 11 

Students will begin the year developing and refining their Component 3 extracts into 

professionally staged performances and perform for a visiting examiner. Students are 

entirely responsible for their extracts and are expected to block, act, and costume and 

design their pieces. The teacher can assist but not direct the performances. Students will 

write a statement of dramatic intent and present it to the examiner in which they will 

then be assessed against.  Students will then move into Component 2 where they will 

apply all their theatrical skills to create a final devised piece in response to a stimulus and 

submit a supporting portfolio critiquing their process. Revision and exam preparation will 

then begin for the summer exam series. There will be a theatre trip throughout the year 

and students will be expected to commit to break or after school rehearsals on the 

approach to assessment performances.  

 

Examination: 

Component 1: Understanding Drama 

Written Paper         

1h45           40%                80 marks  

Section A: Multiple Choice 

Section B: Blood Brothers  

4 essay questions 

Section C: Live Theatre Production 

1 essay question from a choice of two 

 

Component 2: Devising Drama  

40%                  80 marks  

Devising Log  

Devised Performance  

 

Component 3:  Texts in Practice  

20%                 40 marks  

Performance of extract 1 

Performance of extract 2 

Why Study It? 

Drama is about creativity, 

communication and cooperation. It is a 

collaborative art form and throughout 

the course students will be required to 

create work as a team of varying sizes.  

Public performance is a requirement of 

the course, and all students will have 

an assessed performance every term.  

Drama develops your critical, 

evaluative and analytical skills. It 

encourages you to take risks and think 

beyond yourself, exploring a wide 

variety of contexts. 

 

Whatever the future holds be it in or 

outside of the Arts, students 

of GCSE Drama emerge with a toolkit 

of transferable skills, applicable both in 

further studies and in the 

work place giving them a 

communicative and creative edge over 

others.  



 

P a g e  | 23 

Music 
(Option) 

 
Assessment: 
 
Performing (30%) – You will be 
assessed on your chosen instrument, 
performing on your instrument or 
voice, or you can use sequencing 
packages such as GarageBand or 
Logic.   
 
Composing (30%) – You will 
compose two different compositions 
throughout the course. One is a free 
composition and one is composed to 
a set brief.  
 
Appraising (40%) – You will complete 
a listening exam testing you on your 
understanding and opinions. 
 
 

Description and Content of Specification: (AQA) 
 
All students can study Music, whether you play the piano, guitar or sing. It can 

also appeal to rappers, drummers, beat-boxers and those who enjoy mixing 

samples with sequencing software.  The course teaches you skills such as 

teamwork, listening, problem-solving, creativity and communication skills, which 

are transferable and useful in all subjects and future careers.   

 
What will I study?   

The course is divided into four areas of study: -   

AoS1: Western Classical Tradition: 1650-1910. 

AoS2: Popular Music 

AoS3: Traditional Music.   

AoS4: Western Classical Tradition Since 1910 

 
Course Requirements: 

1. You must be a committed student who will put work outside of the 
classroom into learning and practicing a musical instrument. 

2. By year 11 you need to be at a minimum of grade 3 standard on your 
chosen instrument. 

3. You need to be open to listening to a variety of music genres. 
 

Which careers can I access with 
GCSE Music?   
 
You can access careers in the Music 
Industry, but also Business 
Management, Broadcasting, 
Teaching and Arts Management. 
 

Why Study It? 
 
Music gives you an edge over many 
candidates in the job market, as well 
as UCAS university applications, as 
you will be able to offer skills and 
experiences that employers are 
looking for.  You will be creative, 
communicative, expressive 
individuals, all of which are 
extremely attractive to employers.   
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GCSE Business 
(Option) 

 

Assessment: 

 

Paper 1: Influence of operation and 
HRM on business activity 

What’s assessed: 

• Business in the real world 

• Influences on business 

• Business operations 

• Human resources. 

How it is assessed:  

• Witten examination 1 hour 
45mins  

• 50% of GCSE  

Questions: 

• Sections A multiple choice 
and short answer questions 
(20 marks)  

• Section B one case 
study/data response stimuli 
with questions (approx. 34 
marks) 

• Section C one case 
study/data response stimuli 
with questions (approx. 36 
marks) 

Paper 2 : Influences of marketing 
and finance on business activity  

What’s assessed: 

• Business in the real world 

• Influences on business 

• Marketing  

• Finance 

How it is assessed:  

• Witten examination 1 hour 
45mins  

• 50% of GCSE 

Questions: 

• Sections A multiple choice 
and short answer questions 
(20 marks)  

• Section B one case 
study/data response stimuli 
with questions (approx. 34 
marks) 

Section C one case study/data 
response stimuli with questions 
(approx. 36 marks) 

 

Description and Content of Specification: 

Business GCSE will require students to understand more about the business 

world.  It will develop students into commercially minded and enterprising 

individuals who think critically, drawing on business information and evidence to 

develop arguments and made justified decisions. 

 

GCSE business requires students to apply their knowledge and understanding to 

business decision making.   

 

The course covers the following contexts: 

 

• Business in the real world  

• Influences on business 

• Business operations 

• Finance 

• Marketing 

• Human Resources 

 

The course requires students to use business terminology, apply business 

concepts, develop problem solving and decision-making skills relevant to 

business, investigate, analyse and evaluate business opportunities, make 

justified decisions using both qualitative and quantitative data. 

  

There are certain mathematical techniques appropriate to this course.  These 

include: 

 

• Percentages and percentage changes 

• Averages 

• Revenue, costs and profit 

• Gross profit margin and net profit margin ratios 

• Average rate of return 

• Cash-flow forecasts, including total costs, total revenue and net cash 

flow 

 

The use of quantitative data in business contexts to support, inform and justify 

business decisions include: 

 

• Information from graphs and charts 

• Profitability ratios (gross profit margin and net profit margin) 

• Financial data, including profit and loss, average rate of return and 

cash-flow forecasts 

• Marketing data, including market research data 

• Market data, including market share, changes in costs and changes in 

prices 

Examination: 

AQA 

Why Study It? 

To develop as commercially minded and 

enterprising individuals who think critically.  

To know and understand business activity 

and the external influences they face 

today. 
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BTEC Business First Award 
 (Vocational Option) 

 

Assessment: 1 written examination 

and 3 coursework units.  

Description and Content of Specification: 

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in Business includes one 

externally assessed unit. The remaining units are internally assessed. Internal 

assessment enables learners to develop a wider range of skills and provide 

evidence towards meeting the unit assessment criteria. Evidence for 

assessment can be generated through a range of activities, including written 

work, practical performance and verbal presentations.  

Coursework 

Unit 1: Introduction to Business 

This unit introduces you to the language and terminology used in business. You 

will explore different types of business ownership and how they relate to the 

size and scale of a business. You will also explore how the type of ownership 

affects the responsibilities of the owners of a business. By combining all this 

with looking at different types of business. 

Unit 3: Enterprise in the Business World 

This unit has synoptic assessment which will enable you to select and integrate 

knowledge, understanding and skills from across the qualification when 

planning an idea and presenting a business model for a new business.  

Examination 

Unit 2: Finance for Business (External) 25% of final grade 

All businesses have to spend money before they can make a profit, and when 

they spend money, they incur costs. In this unit, you will explore the types of 

costs that businesses incur, from the initial start-up costs involved in setting up 

a business to the ongoing daily costs of running the business. You will then 

explore the ways in which the sale of products and services generates revenue, 

so that you can develop your understanding of profit. Next, you will examine 

how businesses plan for success and learn about the techniques used to assist 

the planning process. In particular, you will learn how to calculate the 

breakeven point – the point at which sales equal costs (fixed and variable). All 

sales over the breakeven point produce profits, while any drop in sales below 

that point will produce losses.  

In this unit, you will learn how to use budgets and cash flow forecasts to deal 

with these important issues. The final part of the unit explores the ways in 

which businesses measure success and identify areas for improvement. You will 

understand how gross profit and net profit are calculated and you will learn 

about the relationship between sales, cost of sales and gross profit. You will 

analyse key financial statements (e.g. profit and loss accounts, balance sheets) 

and review their importance in the successful financial management of a 

business. 

Examination: 

Unit 2: Finance for Business 

(External) 25% of final grade.  

Coursework: 

Unit 1: Introduction to Business 

Unit 3: Enterprise in the Business 

World 

 

Last unit optional:  

Unit 4: Promoting a Brand 

Unit 5: Principles of Customer 

Service 

Unit 6: Recruitment, Selection and 

Employment. 

Why Study It? 

This qualification provides an 

engaging, practical and relevant 

introduction to the world of 

business. It encourages you to 

explore the range of business types 

and understand the factors that 

influence success through analysing 

business models.  

You will study finance and analyse 

key financial statements (for 

example, income statements and 

statements of financial position), 

reviewing their importance in the 

successful financial management of 

a business. 

This course can help progression to a 

BTEC National in Business offered at 

KS5.  

 

This qualification is the equivalent to 

ONE GCSE grade.  
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Computer Science 
(Option) 

 

Assessment: 

2 written examinations  

Description and Content of Specification: 

Computing gives students the opportunity to discover how computer technology 

works and to take a look at what goes on “behind the scenes” of each piece of 

software or application used.  The exam board we follow is OCR and the 

specification is J277.   

Paper 01: Computer Systems 

Students also examine the development of computer technology and the effects 

it has had on the world around us in terms of moral, legal and ethical 

considerations whilst also learning what goes on inside a computer and how 

computer systems work in terms of hardware and software. The bulk of this 

knowledge is tested in Paper 01, Computer Systems. 

 

Paper 02 Computational Thinking, Algorithms & Programming 

Students learn computational thinking skills; how to use pseudo code and flow 

charts and how to apply them to real world problems. They also learn how to 

use binary addition; hexadecimal; truth tables; logic gates and some SQL 

Students will acquire the skills to design, write, debug and test computer 

programmes using a high-level text programming language such as Python. 

These skills are assessed in the Non-Exam Assessment.  

In Section B, questions assessing students’ ability to write or refine 

algorithms must be answered using either the OCR Exam Reference 

Language or the high-level programming language they are familiar with. 

 

Computing is a more specialist course than ICT and students must have the 

ability to think logically and have a good knowledge of Mathematics.  There is 

strong evidence that shows a link between the two disciplines.  

PLEASE NOTE that Computer Science has an entry requirement, you must 

achieve a Secure grade or above in Maths at DPA 2 to be able to take this course. 

Examination: 

J277/01: Computer systems 

Written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

50% of total GCSE 80 marks  

This is a non-calculator paper. All 

questions are mandatory.  

This paper consists of multiple choice 

questions, short response questions 

and extended response questions.  

J277/02: Computational thinking, 

algorithms and programming 

Written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes 

50% of total GCSE 80 marks  

This is a non-calculator paper. This 

paper has two sections:  

Why Study It? 

There is, at present, a serious skills 

shortage in the UK and globally of 

people who can write computer code.  

Post, or even pre-university, there are 

a wide variety of lucrative careers 

involving computing for those with a 

passion for the subject and a 

willingness to keep learning.  In fact, 

the growth and evolution of new 

technologies means in the future there 

will be lots of jobs that require 

computing skills that we have not even 

thought about yet! 

Computing is a subject that could 

awaken a passion that could lead 

anywhere and last a lifetime. 
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Cambridge National Certificate 

in Creative iMedia (Vocational Option) 

Assessment: 1 written examination 

and 3 coursework units. 
Description and Content of Specification: 

The OCR Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Creative iMedia consists of 

two mandatory units and two optional units. Internal assessment enables 

learners to develop a wider range of skills and provide evidence towards 

meeting the unit assessment criteria. 

Course Overview 

These qualifications will assess the application of creative media skills through 

their practical use. They will provide learners with essential knowledge, 

transferable skills and tools to improve their learning in other subjects with the 

aims of enhancing their employability when they leave education, contributing 

to their personal development and future economic well-being. The 

qualifications will encourage independence, creativity and awareness of the 

digital media sector 

Unit R081: Pre-production skills 

This unit will enable learners to understand pre-production skills used in the 

creative and digital media sector. It will develop their understanding of the 

client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques that form part 

of the planning and creation process. 

Unit R082: Creating digital graphics 

This unit, learners will understand the purpose and properties of digital 

graphics and know where and how they are used. They will be able to plan the 

creation of digital graphics, create new digital graphics using a range of editing 

techniques and review a completed graphic against a specific brief. 

Unit R085: Creating a multipage website 

This unit will enable learners to understand the basics of creating multipage 

websites. It will enable learners to demonstrate their creativity by combining 

components to create a functional, intuitive and aesthetically pleasing website. 

It will allow them to interpret a client brief and to use planning and preparation 

techniques when developing a multipage website. 

Unit R086: Creating a digital Animation 

This unit enables learners to understand the basics of digital animation for the 

creative and digital media sector. Learners will be able to plan a digital 

animation to a client brief, use animation software to create the animation and 

be able to store, export and review the final product. 

Examination: 

R081: Pre-production skills 

Written paper OCR set and marked  

(1 hour 15 mins) – 60 marks  

Coursework: 

R082: Creating digital graphics 

Centre-assessed tasks OCR-

moderated (Approx 10 hours) – 60 

marks 

R085: Creating a multipage website 

 

Centre-assessed tasks OCR-

moderated (Approx 10 hours) – 60 

marks 

 

R086: Creating a digital animation 

Centre-assessed tasks OCR-

moderated (Approx 10 hours) – 60 

marks 

 

Why Study It? 

These qualifications will assess the 

application of creative media skills 

through their practical use. 

The ‘hands on’ approach that will be 

required for both teaching and 

learning has strong relevance to the 

way young people use the 

technology required in creative 

media. The qualification design, with 

the range of units chosen, will allow 

learners the to explore a number of 

areas of creative media as well as 

providing good opportunities to 

enhance their learning in a range of 

curriculum areas. 
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Design and Technology 
(Option) 

 
Assessment: 
 
What's assessed 
Core technical principles 
Specialist technical principles  
Designing and making principles 
  
 

Description and Content of Specification: 
 
Design and technology is part of everyday life and is constantly evolving. Our 
qualifications focus on developing practical skills within a particular material area, 
allowing students to manufacture high quality outcomes. They’ll learn about commercial 
processes and careers in related industries, as well as developing core transferable skills, 
such as collaboration and communication 
 
The course places greater emphasis on understanding and applying iterative design 
processes. Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and make 
prototypes that solve real and relevant problems, considering their own and others’ 
needs, wants and values. The subject content has been split into three sections as 
follows: 
 
- Core technical principles 
- Specialist technical principles 
- Designing and making principles 
 
In addition to the core technical principles, all students should develop an in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of specific technical principles. Each specialist technical 
principle should be delivered through at least one material category or system. Not all of 
the principles outlined above relate to every material category or system, but all must be 
taught. 
 
The categories through which the principles can be delivered are: 

 
Papers and boards 
Timber based materials 
Metal based materials 
Polymers 
Textile based materials 
Electronic and mechanical systems. 
 

Examination: 
 
Written exam: 2 hours 
100 marks 
50% of GCSE 
 

Why Study It? 
 
It is an inspiring, rigorous 
and practical subject which 
prepares all young people to 
live and work in the designed 
and made world 

It provides opportunities for 
students to develop their 
capability, combining their 
designing and making skills 
with knowledge and 
understanding in order to 
create quality products 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

P a g e  | 29 

 

Food Preparation & Nutrition 
(Option) 

 
Assessment: 
Through the course you will be 
assessed on a range of tasks, both 
practical and theoretical. 
 
 

Description and Content of Specification: 

 
Food Preparation and Nutrition specification sets out the knowledge, understanding 
and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and 
healthy eating. 
Much of the course will be delivered through preparation and making activities. 
Students must be able to make the connections between theory and practice to apply 
their understanding of food and nutrition to practical preparation. 
 
Topics and themes have been grouped to help you teach the specification, but these 
are not intended as a route through the specification, you can teach the content in any 
order. The topics are: 
 
- Food, nutrition and health 
- Food science 
- Food safety 
- Food choice 
- Food provenance. 

 
What will be studied?   
 
The course will require students to acquire a proper understanding of the scientific 
principles behind food and nutrition, and use a number of practical cooking techniques 
to prepare and cook food 
 
Students must know how and when food preparation skills can be applied and 
combined to achieve specific outcomes. Students will understand the reasons why 
food is cooked the different methods of heat transfer and where and how ingredients 
are grown, reared and caught. 

 
 

Examination: 
 
50% Non-Exam Assessment 
 
Task 1: Food investigation (20 marks) 
Task 2: Food preparation assessment 
(80 marks) 
 
50% exam paper: 1 hr 45mins 
 

Why Study It? 
 
The course will give students an in-
depth knowledge of nutrition, food 
choice, where food comes from, and 
practical cooking as well as the ability 
to apply this knowledge when cooking. 
 
 It will prepare them for further study, 
such as a high-quality food-related 
tech level, or apprenticeships in the 
catering or food industries 
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Physical Education (GCSE PE) 
(Option) 

 
Assessment: 
Candidates are continually 
assessed throughout the course, 
with final assessments and 
moderation being carried out at 
the end of Year 11. 
 
Assessment is a combination of 
both theoretical/examination 
based and practical. 
 

Description and Content of Specification: 
This is a full course GCSE qualification (AQA) that covers three areas of study. 

• Theoretical Knowledge 

• Practical Skills 

• Analysis of Performance 
 
Students need to be able to show advanced skills in a selection of practical activities 
and demonstrate their abilities in game/match play and performance situations. 
 
GCSE Physical Education will be delivered over 3 years.  This will give the 
opportunity for students to fully explore and understand, practically and 
theoretically, the major influencing factors which affect sports participation and 
performance.  It also allows the required element of time to build their practical 
skills to GCSE standards across a range of activities. 
 
Papers 1 and 2 are written papers.  The theory content of the course is mainly 
taught during one or two lessons each week.  This will be delivered both practically 
and theoretically.  This will allow the content to be applied to physical activity and 
healthy lifestyle scenarios and for the work to be delivered in contrasting teaching 
styles, so students gain maximum understanding. 
 
Theoretical content includes: 
Applied Anatomy and Physiology 
Movement Analysis 
Physical Training 
Use of Data 
Sport Psychology 
Socio-Cultural Influences 
Health, Fitness and Well-being 
 
 
The final assessment is practical.  Students will cover a selection of sports delivered 
in half term units; but it is a requirement of the course that students are 
participating in regular sport, as part of a school team or an external club.  They will 
need to offer 3 sports for assessment at the end of the course.  The practical 
activities are generally taught during one or two lessons each week. 
 
In addition, students will develop their ability to analyse skilled performance and 
active, healthy lifestyles and apply theory learnt over the course of the qualification.  
 
It is recommended that students have a strong science knowledge when opting to 
pick GCSE PE due to the scientific elements studied throughout the course.  
 

Students must also be taking part in regular, organised sport e.g. playing for a 

school team or external club.   

Examination: 
 
Paper 1 – The Human Body and 
Movement in Physical Activity 
and Sport 
78 Marks/1hr 15min  
Weighting 30% 
 
Paper 2 Socio-Cultural Influences 
and Well-being in Physical 
Activity 
78 Marks/1hr 15min 
Weighting 30% 
 
Practical Assessment 
100marks 
Weighting 40% 
 

Why Study It? 
This qualification can lead onto 
further study in the area of 
Physical Education and Sports 
Science Studies.  It is valuable to 
students considering 
employment in the public 
services and armed forces along 
with the medical and health 
Industry.  It gives a good 
grounding for anyone interested 
in coaching and the Science of 
Sport and the Human Body and 
for everyone who wishes to 
understand their own and 
other’s participation and 
performance.  It will also develop 
valuable leadership and social 
skills needed in all areas of life 
and build an understanding of 
sport and how it plays such a 
major role in our society. 
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Physical Education (BTEC SPORT) 
(Vocational Option) 

 
Assessment: 
4 units of learning with 25% of the 
qualification externally assessed.  
 
Assessment is a combination of 
both exams and coursework.  

Description and Content of Specification: 
 

Pearson BTEC Level 2 First Award in Sport. Students will take four units to 
complete this qualification. These units will include: 
 

• Three mandatory units 

• One optional specialist unit – as selected by the teacher based on 
the strengths/interests of the group.  

 
In order to study this course students’ needs to show an innate interest in 
Physical Education and Physical Activity and should be playing sport to at 
least school level. Experience in playing competitive sport will allow 
students to gain a better understanding of the theory learnt throughout 
the course.  
 
The BTEC Qualification is a vocational qualification, where learners develop 
knowledge and understanding by applying their learning and skills in a 
work-related context. They are popular and effective because they enable 
learners to take responsibility for their own learning and to develop skills 
that are essential for the modern-day workplace. These skills include: team 
working; working from a prescribed brief; working to deadlines; presenting 
information effectively; and accurately completing administrative tasks 
and processes. BTEC Firsts motivate learners and open doors to 
progression to further study and responsibility in the workplace. Careers - 
may lead to:  

• Lifeguarding 

• Personal Training 

• Gym instructing 

• Sport and Leisure Facilities 

• Sports Coaching 

• Health professionals – physiotherapy/osteopathy 
 
Alternatively, students may choose to continue their study to the Level 3 
BTEC Qualification.  
 
 
The Level 2 BTEC Sport will be delivered over 3 years.  This will give the 
opportunity for students to fully explore and understand, practically and 
theoretically, the major influencing factors which affect sports 
participation and performance.   

Examination: 
 
Students will sit 1 external 
examinations: 

• Fitness for Sport and Exercise  
 
 

Coursework – Mandatory units (2): 
 

• Practical performance in sport 

• Applying the principles of 
personal training. 

 
Coursework – Optional units (1): 

• The Mind and Sports 
Performance  

• The Sports Performer in 
Action 

• Leading Sports Activities 
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Media Studies 
(Option) 

 
 

Assessment: 

2 exams- 35% each  

Media language and context  

Media Industries 

 

Non exam assessment- 30% 

Creating a Media product 

Description and Content of Specification: 

GCSE Media Studies engages students in the in-depth study of media 
products in relation to the four areas of the theoretical framework: 
• media language 
• media representation 
• media industries 
• media audiences. 
 
Students are required to study an extensive range of media products from 
the following media forms: 
• audio-visual forms (TV, film, radio, advertising and marketing, video games 
and music video) 
• online forms (social and participatory media, video games, music video, 
newspapers, magazines, advertising and marketing) 
• print forms (newspapers, magazines, advertising and marketing). 
Forms that appear in two or more categories may be studied in just one of 
the categories (audio visual, online, print).  
 
Students must undertake at least one cross-media study and must study at 
least one example of a media product from each form. 
 
The Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) requires students to submit a statement of 
intent outlining how they have met the requirements of the specified brief. 
The statement of intent accompanies the final media product which is 
designed and created individually by students and forms 30% of the final 
GCSE. 
 
Core Requirements: 
1. You must be a committed student 
2. You must have good written maths as the course requires analysis products  

Examinations: 

Media language and context- 1 

hour and 30 minutes 

 

Media Industries- 1 hour and 30 

minutes 

 

 

Why Study It? 

Media plays a huge role in our day-

to-day lives and it is important that 

students know how to read and 

consider media texts, as well as 

understand where they come from.  

It is also an area with many job 

opportunities waiting for 

hardworking, creative and 

enthusiastic young people who are 

good at meeting deadlines. 
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Religious Education 
(Option) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 

2 written examinations at the end of 

the course 

Description and Content of Specification: 

We will study Christianity and Islam.  In our study is Christianity, we will be 

examining the main beliefs across the Christian community, along with Christian 

attitudes towards life and death, marriage and the family, and living the religious 

life.  In our study of Islam, students will study the main beliefs in the Islamic 

religion, along with Islamic teachings on crime and punishment, peace and 

conflict, followed by an enquiry into leading a religious life.   

 

We will be taking the EDEXCEL Religious Education B course. 

 

Paper 1: Area of Study 1 – Religion and Ethics (*Paper code: 1RB0/1A – 1G) 

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 

50% of the qualification, 102 marks 

 

Content overview 

Students must study all four content sections based upon their chosen religion. 

● Beliefs 

● Marriage and the Family 

● Living the Religious Life 

● Matters of Life and Death 

 

 

Paper 2: Area of Study 2 – Religion, Peace and Conflict (*Paper code: 1RB0/ 

2A–2G)  

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 

50% of the qualification 

102 marks 

Content overview 

Students must study all four content sections based upon their chosen religion. 

● Beliefs 

● Crime and Punishment 

● Living the Religious Life 

● Peace and Conflict 

Examination: 

2 exams at the end of the GCSE course. 

 

Paper 1 Religion and Ethics – exam 1 

hour 45 minutes – 50% 

 

Paper 2 Religion, Peace and Conflict – 

exam 1 hour and 45 minutes – 50% 

 

 

Why Study It? 

GCSE Religious Studies helps students 

develop key skills such as: 

Understanding, empathy, evaluation, 

analysis, reflection, expression, 

application, synthesis. Religious 

Studies is a relevant qualification for 

many jobs: Doctors & Nurses need a 

firm understanding of medical ethics 

and many religious teachings have a 

direct influence on their job: Abortion 

Euthanasia, Organ Transplants, Blood 

Transfusions, Genetic. Lawyers & 

Judges must study Religion & Law as 

part of their training. Religion has 

influenced most of the laws in the UK, 

and also in other countries. They must 

have a good knowledge of religious 

beliefs & teachings as this may affect 

how a person lives and acts; they 

should also have a good knowledge of 

moral issues and ethics. It is vital that a 

lawyer is free from prejudice as they 

must treat everyone equally.  Religious 

Studies is a relevant qualification for 

ANY job which involves working with 

other people. The UK is a multi-faith 

society and an understanding of our 

differences will help us live and work 

together peacefully! 
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ark Academy places all students and staff at the heart of the 

learning process to provide a safe, e 

and accessible environment in so far 

as the building will permit in terms of 
accessibility for all types of disability. 

To this end we will ensure that the 

needs of all learners are fully 

assessed prior to transfer to Ditton 

Park Academy and that individual 

needs are met in as far as it is 

reasonably possible given the 

constraints of the building.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ditton Park Academy places all 

students and staff at the heart of 

the learning process to provide a 

safe, secure and accessible 

environment in so far as the 

building will permit in terms of 

accessibility for all types of 

disability.  To this end we will 

ensure that the needs of all 

learners are fully assessed prior to 

transfer to Ditton Park Academy 

and that individual needs are met 

in as far as it is reasonably 

possible given the constraints of 

the building. 

 

Ditton Park Academy 
Kings Reach, Slough, Berkshire, SL3 7UX 
Tel: 01753 537594 
(e): office@dittonparkacademy.co.uk 
(w): www.dittonparkacademy.co.uk 

 

 

 

Please note that all information contained in this booklet is correct at the 

time of publication but maybe subject to change. 

mailto:office@dittonparkacademy.co.uk

