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What a year it has been!
We have experienced another lockdown, remote learning, and then another welcome return to face-to-

face learning at DPA. There were many challenges for our students and their families, and a huge amount of 
support was given to support everyone to provide an environment for them to be successful.

We did the same for our staff, knowing that so many were home educating their own children, and caring 
for vulnerable relatives, while working so hard to ensure our students continued to receive an excellent 

education throughout lockdown.
The return to school in March brought with it fresh challenges, introducing further new Covid-19 safeguards 
while readjusting to classroom learning. Students and staff responded so well to these measures, showing 

tremendous consideration for one another and for our staff. We were delighted to have everyone back.
We have also taken positives out of the past year. Such as the work we did to stay in touch with students 

and their families throughout the lockdown, further enhancing the strong relationships between school and 
home. These will prove invaluable over the coming months and years.

Students have also gained important independent learning skills, with many students regularly engaging 
with their online learning. They have shown incredible resilience, and many have even gained new skills. We 
also believe and have seen that lockdown has given students new respect for their parents, carers, and the 

wider community at DPA.
With students back in school, we can focus on delivering high quality teaching while providing additional 

support to any pupil who requires it. We have been able to deliver a range of innovative interventions 
throughout lockdown, and we will continue to do so now students are back in school, offering both 

academic and pastoral support.
At DPA we have also developed new ways of working, growing stronger together and developing our skills 

to ensure we provide the best possible support for our students.

I hope you enjoy the following newsletter which captures and celebrates all that is fantastic about our 
community at DPA.

Nick Caulfield - Principal



House news (Windsor, Eton, Cliveden, Magna)

Academic mentoring time has 
looked very different and student 
identity has been subject to year 
bubbles; therefore, to keep the 
House spirit going, House badges 
were given to every student so they 
could identify as part of a house 
team.  There are many success 
stories within each year group that 
will be touched upon later on in this 
newsletter.

Every week, House Leaders deliver 
virtual assemblies touching base 
on current issues, celebrating 
students, encouraging debates 
and reflections on today’s world. 
Furthermore, Academic Mentors 
are still keeping in touch with their 
mentees on a regular basis through 
their Teams page.

As well as this, Academic Mentors 
have continued to visit each 
member of their AM on a 1:1 basis, 
just to check in with them.

Our new Year 7 students have had 
a very different start to Ditton Park 
Academy, unable to mix with other 
students within the school or utilise 
our vertical tutoring that they would 
normally have each academic 
day, allowing them to more 
easily integrate within the school 
population. 

We have put together some 
testimonies of our Year 7 students 
to tell you how they are getting on 

at Ditton Park Academy.

Alishba – Magna M4 DGI
My experience in Year 7 has been good and to 

be honest when online lessons started it was 
really frustrating with being on time and having 

homework due on time.  Otherwise, Year 7 is 
fantastic.

Zoya – Eton
In Year 7 it has been tough because we have 

been having online classes, but teachers have 
been so inspiring and encouraging to us!  We 
are now currently back and it feels great!  All 

the people in my house (Eton) have also been 
encouraging others!  It feels amazing to be 

back!

Jaypreet – Windsor W5 Mr Towersey
I have really enjoyed school and it has been 
very nice making friends but wearing masks 
is quite irritating but is to save the spread so 

it’s not all that bad.  The teachers are very 
supportive so it’s not hard to tell them what the 

matter is.

Chloe – Cliveden  C7 Miss Jenkins
Being back at school is not much different 

other than wearing masks all the time.  
Although, the teachers are more supportive 
since we need to catch up on work.  Making 

friends and being at school in general is 
exciting and learning new things is interesting.

Syed – Windsor – Miss Bourne
My experience in Year 7 is very exciting and 

the people and staff are very kind.  I have 
learnt a lot of new things I’d never heard of 

before!

We as House Leaders are proud of each 
and every one of our students and all the 

hard work that they have accomplished 
throughout this academic year and 

lockdown.



End of Term Rewards
Recognising effort and achievement has always been a very important part of Ditton Park 
Academy and we are delighted to be able to recognise so many students for their efforts 
during lockdown and since returning to school.

Due to the nature of Covid restrictions, the end of term whole school rewards assembly 
took place at 11:00 on the 1 April.  Individual House rewards assemblies were made 
available of MS Teams from 1 April, with a range of prizes including trophies, key rings, 
chocolate egg and vouchers distributed to a huge number of students across the school.

Lockdown Rewards

Ditton Park staff logged achievement points during lockdown in recognition of outstanding 
remote learning.  This ranged from recognising a student’s effort when participating in live 
lessons, offering insightful contributions and producing work that surpassed expectations.  
The table below offers a breakdown of our lockdown winners.  Congratulations to this 
group of students who were issued the prizes during the final week of term.

We are delighted to share the details of the top ten students in the 
school whom have received the highest number of achievement points this 

term.  This is an exceptional achievement, as it demonstrates persistent 
levels of commitment to learning both in class and at home.  



Top Ten Whole School Achievement Points

Top Achievement Points (By Year Group)



The House Cup
This term we have had over a hundred entries from different Houses for our House Cup 
competitions. We have had competitions themed around Baking, Pokémon, and a World 
Book Day. Windsor House are currently winning, with Eton second, Cliveden third, and 
Magna House forth. 

The House Cup Ambassadors have been busy creating ideas and keeping their House 
motivated to try and win. A special thank you to Jaya, Jaini, Aarna, Muhammed-Nazim 
who have worked very hard to build their House spirit. 

We have also had some amazing entries, a special thank you to Yuvraj, Nishtha, Dorentina 
and Basant from Windsor House. The standout House Cup stars from Magna House 
are Kara, Abdullah, Sakiab, Alaska. Eton House. House Cup stars this term are William, 
Chinmayi and Akshata, and Sargun. The stars of Cliveden House are Sujal, Angel, Ninaad 
and Nur-E-Iman.

The House Cup continues after Easter, who will win?



Counselling Service
School Counselling Service

Life can feel very difficult sometimes, and the last year 
has been a particularly challenging one. At least 10% of 
children and young people have a clinically diagnosable 
mental health problem and many more will struggle 
with their wellbeing. 
At Ditton Park Academy we put student wellbeing at 
the forefront of everything we do, as we understand 
that young people may not be able to achieve their full 
potential if they are struggling with their mental health.  
We pride ourselves on the wide range of student 
support that is available to our students, with our school 
counselling service being a key part of this provision. 

What is counselling and how can it help?

Counselling is a way of helping people through talking and listening. It provides a confidential safe space 
for young people to talk through any worries or problems they may be having. 

Counsellors are trained to develop supportive relationships with young people, by listening without 
judgement, empathising and trying to see things from their point of view. This can help young people feel 
comfortable to express their thoughts and feelings openly, which can enable them to better understand 
themselves and their problems. 

This can help develop their self-esteem, confidence and resilience and can lead to changes in how 
they feel about themselves, how they think and behave, their relationships with other people and can 
empower them to become more independent and find solutions to any problems they may be having.

Counsellors do not give advice or tell young people what to do – instead they help young people to make 
their own choices to build self-awareness, facilitate personal growth and build resilience. 

How can I get support for my child?

If you have any concerns about your child’s mental 
health or wellbeing, please don’t hesitate to contact 
their Academic Mentor or House Leader. They will be 
able to offer some initial support and can complete a 
Student Support Referral form, which will be discussed 
by the wellbeing team in school. We have a wide range 
of support available in school as well as excellent 
links with outside agencies. All of these options will 
be considered and your child will be offered the 
intervention that best meets their individual needs.   
Please also be aware that students are able to self-
refer for support, and in some cases you may not be 
informed. 

What kinds of things can counselling 
help with? 
Counselling can help with a wide range 
of issues including: Anxiety, Depression, 
Low Mood, Self-harm, Relationship issues 
(friends or family), Self-esteem, School 
stress, Bullying, Grief and Loss, Trauma, Eat-
ing Disorders and Sexuality/Identity issues. 



DPA Sixth Form Filming Team Hit the Headlines!
Where can I get more information and advice? 

 
Listed below are a range of different organisations that offer support and advice to parents that 
you might find helpful: 

- Young Minds offer information, support and advice to parents via their website 
 (www.youngminds.org.uk) and the Young Minds parent helpline: 0808 802 5544 – Mon-Fri  
 09:30 – 16:00. Out of hours contact can be made via the website. 
- The Mental Health Foundation have created a guide for parents and carers who are 
 looking for some guidance in how to support their child with their mental health: 
 https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/make-it-count-guide-for-parents-and-carers 
- MindEd offers a wide range of guidance for parents that can be accessed via their 
 website: https://mindedforfamilies.org.uk/young-people

External Support

Listed below is a range of free support that is available for you and your child to access outside 
of school: 

- Childline offer a free 24/7 confidential counselling service over the phone (0800 1111) or  
 via their website www.childline.org.uk

- KOOTH offers support, advice and online counselling via their website www.kooth.com  
 until 10pm every day

- Young Minds offer lots of self-help information via their website and if your child needs  
 urgent help, they can text YM to 85258 to access the YoungMinds Crisis Messenger ser 
 vice for free 24/7 support

- The Mix offer a wide range of support, from online counselling, discussion boards and a  
 telephone helpline https://www.themix.org.uk/get-support 

- The CAMHS Getting Help Team offer interventions for young people experiencing mild to  
 moderate mental health difficulties, including worry and low mood. Ditton Park Academy  
 work closely with the team, however you are able to refer your child to them directly by  
 emailing EarlyHelp@slough.gov.uk. 

 Please see the linked flyer for more information: 
https://cypf.berkshirehealthcare.nhs.uk/media/109513557/getting-help-team-slough-12-18.pdf



Neurodiversity Celebration Week
People are naturally diverse 
learners and brain differences 
are just that: differences! 
 At DPA we celebrate our unique 
strengths and differences every 
day and the Neurodiversity 
Celebration Week (15-21 March 
2021) was a great opportunity 
to speak about these during 
assemblies and lessons.

We have almost 140 
students with special 

educational needs, who 
teach us every day what 

it means to be strong and 
overcome obstacles. Our 

neurodiverse children teach 
us about love, empathy and 

patience, resilience and 
determination. There is so 
much to learn from them.

2nd of April is another 
important day for us: Autism 

Awareness Day. We plan 
to have many educational 

activities, aiming to 
increase understanding 

and acceptance of people 
with autism after the Easter 

break.



Since qualifying in October 2020 our Peer Mentors have been working very 
hard spreading awareness about children’s mental health and 

well-being. They have created posters which have signposted students to 
support available to them and they have been creating resources for Stress 

Awareness Month which begins in April. 

Mental Health & Well-being

Shareefa, Alishaba, Shayan, Zulfa, Shevonne and 
Diya

The current restrictions due to Covid-19 has 
meant one-to-one peer mentoring has been 
put on hold; however, this has not stopped 
our Peer Mentors from actively engaging in 
supporting their peers. They have recently 
received their certificates and badges from 
Bucks Mind. Well done to you all!

Our Young Health Champions who are currently undertaking training with the charity 
Aik Saath, volunteered during lockdown at the test & vaccination centre in Slough. They 

have received high praise from Rob Deeks, Aik Saath CEO who says our Young Health 
Champions “have all been exceptionally good - a huge credit to you and your colleagues, 

they are truly amazing!”

Tanveer & Rayaan Maanvi



Accelerated Reader

As you know, our aim this year and beyond at Ditton Park is to create a culture where 
reading is seen as not only something that we all do for pleasure, but also something 
which we understand can help us to improve and succeed in all subjects. With this in 
mind, we launched the  Accelerated Reader (AR) program, an exciting reading initiative 
to all students in Years 7 and 8 before Christmas.

Despite the many obstacles this academic year, our students, and staff, have embraced 
the program and in January, our pupils had read 3, 963, 329 words. This number has 
continued to rise and we are proud to report that our pupils have now read a staggering 
10,093,728 words! 

How can you support your child at home? 
Although the program is being regularly discussed at school, at Ditton Park Academy, 
we value a home and school partnership and realise the importance of a positive 
working relationship. We all need to invest, school, parent/carer and child, in the reading 
programme as a community to help your child to achieve their best. With this in mind, 
here is what you can do to support your child. 

Expectation for all 

•  Ensure that your child has a reading book with them at school every day. 

•  Make reading a regular activity in your home by encouraging your child to read for  

 25 minutes every day.  

•  Ask questions about what your child is reading; discuss the story and characters   

 with them. 

•  Use the READING CLOUD to explore books with your child for their ZPD range. 

•  Log onto HOME CONNECT check their reading log to monitor how your child is   

 progressing. 

• 	 Make	reading	enjoyable	and	be	positive!	Build	their	confidence	by	praising	them			

 when they are “caught reading”. 



Even better 
 

•  All of the above and . . . 

•  Read aloud to your child expressing yourself (as much as you can). The power   

 of reading aloud for children is in developing their ear for language - for what words  

 sound like and how sentences work. You don’t have to act out the roles and make it  

 theatre; you just have to capture the sound of language.  

•  Listen to your child read aloud regularly. 

•  Create a culture of reading in your house by letting your child see you read. It  

 doesn’t matter what it is – pick up a newspaper or magazine, take a look at a   

 cookery book or read a computer manual. 

•  Make connections between reading and real life; help your child apply what he or  

 she is reading to everyday life. 

•  Help your child to develop their vocabulary by discussing and looking up unfamiliar   

 vocabulary in a dictionary from their book. 

Champions 

•  All of the above and . . . 

•  Keep reading together. Read the books that your child is reading and share your   

 opinions about the book. 

•  Visit your local library, charity shop or bookstore on a regular basis. This is not just  

 to borrow books but to spend time together browsing and learning to make choices. 

•  Give books as presents and encourage your children and their friends to swap   

 books with each other – it’ll give them a chance to read new stories and get them all  

 talking about what they’re reading. 

•  Make sure your child has access to books at home; have a family bookshelf. If you  

 can, have bookshelves in your child’s bedroom, too. 

•  Find the time to read at various opportunities. Could you listen to audiobooks in the  

 car on a journey? Could you read whilst waiting for an appointment?  



Good social and life skills are very important for leading a successful life. In the 
GTC Centre we deliver interventions which help students develop these skills in a 

warm welcoming environment. 
Ms. Ahmad has organized a fun activity to encourage students to engage in 

relaxed conversations, while also practising life skills. The result was absolutely 

delicious!

Talking and Making Crispy Cakes

Climate crisis 

Miss O’Carroll, 
Geography teacher at 
Ditton Park Academy 
has recently featured 

in an article in ‘The 
Guardian’ raising 

awareness around 
climate crisis. Please 
use the link below to 

access the article. 

https://www.theguardian.com/100-teachers/2021/mar/22/meet-the-geography-teachers-
inspiring-the-next-generation-of-eco-champions



Celebrating Achievements

We are always very proud 
of our students and it is 
great to see them being 

recognized for their efforts 
and hard work.

Ashton - the Star of the Week 
for Windsor House.

William- always participating in the House Com-
petitions and going above and beyond!

Favour- 84 Achievement 
Points!

Shanae-Drian 
won the conduct 
champion award!

Aneel won the lock-
down conduct prize 

for most Achievement 
Points!

WELL DONE TO YOU ALL



Parent/Carer survey results and next steps

DPA conducted a comprehensive survey with parents and carers to gauge your 
views on the effectiveness of our most recent full lockdown remote teaching and 
learning plan. Thank you to everyone who took the time to offer invaluable feedback; 
we would like to take this opportunity to share with you the results of the survey and 
our ‘next steps’ in terms of how we will build upon your feedback.

Total number of respondents 385 (36%)

Q. Different aspects of FLP (full lockdown plan)

 a) Communicated in a timely manner – 94% (strongly agree or agree)
 b) Easy to understand – 92% (strongly agree or agree)
 c) Appropriate balance of contact time (live/recorded lessons and off screen) – 83% (strongly 
  agree or agree)
 d) Appropriate amount of H/W set – 82% (strongly agree or agree)

Q. Providing ICT support for our students

 a) Percentage of parents/carers who asked for support with ICT (devices and internet)
  – 19% of total respondents
 b) Supported with: 
  • Laptop – 79% (of those who asked for support)
  • iPad – 13% (of those who asked for support)
  • Internet – 8% (of those who asked for support)

Q. Home contact made by a member of staff at DPA

  • 77% of parents/carers said they have been contacted by a member of staff during the
   most recent full lockdown period

Q. Overall satisfaction of remote learning support

  • 91% of parents/carers reported that they were satisfied with DPA’s approach and
    support of their children during the full lockdown period

Next Steps

We are enormously grateful for the helpful feedback you kindly provided as it enables us to reflect on and 
inform future provision.  Whilst we certainly hope we won’t be in the situation again of having to return to a 
full lockdown plan, we know that we can use your feedback to make a few minor tweaks to further improve 
our provision.  For now though, we are using feedback from all three surveys we undertook (parents/carers; 
students; staff), to guide our current and future teaching and learning and pastoral support, which will 
include exploring how we can further develop communication and engagement with all stakeholders.  

Thank you again, and if you would like to be involved in parent/carer engagement opportunities, please 
contact Mr Sanjeev Kumar, Assistant Principal, on s.kumar@dittonparkacademy.co.uk



Here are a few quotes from parents/carers:

‘I think the school and teachers specifically have dealt with the current 
challenges in an amazing way and should be praised to the highest level. I can’t 
speak highly enough of the way in which the situation has been dealt with’.

‘School and teachers were regularly updating on school information and 
teachers were submitting my child’s weekly online learning! 
Pleased with the way school has handled the situation during lockdown and has 
put our children’s learning as priority during these difficult circumstances!
Want to say a big thank you to all staff at the school, your efforts and hard work 
is recognised and appreciated! 👍👍’



PE Newsletter
“Schools are influential places to create good habits, develop skills and help young people to sustain 

these in the future – they are the starting blocks.”

Since coming back to school the PE Department at DPA have worked very hard at ensuring all pupils can access 
some form of stimulating physical and mental exercise. 

This started in the form of classroom based lessons, where our focus was on mind games, hand eye coordination 
and team games. 

This includes: Table Tennis, Table Football, Table Basketball, Jenga, speed stacking, mindfulness and aerobics to 
name but a few. We wanted all pupils to have an opportunity to be as active as possible and with limited space, 
this was a little tricky. These activities came in the form of exercising the mind. 
           
           Giving your brain a work out is 
           just as important as your body.

We have now started full practical PE where we have been putting pupils through their paces, with a real 
focus on fun and engagement. Seeing and hearing the pupils fully engaged with practical PE has been very 
rewarding for the whole department. Pupils have participated in sports including Dodgeball, Bench Ball, Football, 
Diamond Cricket, Danish Long Ball, and Capture the Flag amongst others.

“Research has shown physical activity provides cognitive benefits for children by stimulating the attention system 
including sequencing, working memory, the ability to prioritize, increased inhibition and attention span making 

them more primed to learn.”

All pupils have engaged with PE fantastically well and have seen the importance of getting back to being physically active on a reg-
ular basis. The enthusiasm, commitment and skill shown by the pupils has been a real sight to see. 

Let’s keep this positivity continuing after the Easter holidays.
Have a great break.
Miss Williams, Mr Wade, Miss Cain, Mr Lavine, Miss Daly & Mr Conlon.



Earlier this year, during our year 7 unit titled narrative writing, our students were tasked with 
creating original stories. From fantastical creatures in made up worlds to terrifying horrors, the 

Year 7’s have shown us that their imaginations are alive and well. Not only were they tasked with 
creating their own adventures, but they were also provided the opportunity to create front covers 
for their work. All the participants have done themselves proud and we wish we could award them 

all for their wonderfully creative work. So without further ado here are the winners of this year’s 
writing competition:

Writing Competition

Best Overall: (Front cover and Story):
Muskan - Revenge
Sariah - The Suspect
Daria-Maria - Alone?...

Best story: 

Lorenzo - Alien Pigs 
Eshal - The story of Lockdown

Best Front cover:

Aksith - Murder in Paris
Elliot - A Bull Man’s Revenge
Arjan - A Murder is a mystery, Right?
Nimrah - I Hate Her
Zoya - Candy Land

Well done to everyone!



   Sixth Form Enrichment
Students at Ditton Park Academy are encouraged to take advantage of opportunities to extend 

and develop their skills outside of the classroom. In a competitive environment, we want students 
to take advantage of these and gain different unique experiences that they can refer to in their CVs 
and future applications, especially in their personal statements for university. In the sixth form, we 
are	committed	to	the	three	C’s:	students	gaining	academic	Capital,	that	is	gaining	their	qualifications;	
developing their Characters and gaining Cultural Capital – learning about the world around them to 
become	confident,	well-rounded	individuals.	

Work experience and careers information: 

With this in mind, students have undertaken a week’s virtual work experience with providers, Learn-
ing to Work and have followed this up by participating in weekly Future Insights career workshops via 
Zoom, having question and answers with panellists discussing different careers such as: the Arts, Law, 
Media, Medicine and the Public Services. Students have been able to hear from different speakers 
and ask them how they entered their professions, gaining insight and learning about their different 
roles.

Students have also 
undertaken individual 

work experience to gain 
insight and understanding 

to help them plan their 
futures such as Fariha, 

Deputy Lead Prefect in Year 
12,  who has undertaken a 
Medical work experience 

with Taste Medicine.

From Fariha: 

“Over the Lock Down in January, I wanted to use my time wisely, and I decided to look for work ex-
perience opportunities virtually in an attempt to gain career insight and knowledge before the UCAS 
process. I came across “Dr OJ’s Taste of Medicine Course” and completed my ten hours work ex-
perience with them. Prior to this, I started working at a local pharmacy, and have been, since 2019, 
and I have enjoyed every second of it - even during the pandemic, being brought faace to face with 
a wide variety of patients. Attending these ten hours has added to my experience and has made me 
extremely aware of potential work opportunities for the future.”



Rheadeep,	another	Year	12	student,	has	also	gained	specific	work	experience	in	a	career	area	that	she	
is interested in for her future, spending her time attending a virtual placement with Springpod’s Law Firm 
during Lock Down.

Rheadeep reported that:

“I took the opportunity of participating in Springpod’s Law virtual work experience during Lock Down and 
during	the	two	weeks,	I	was	given	the	chance	to	interact	with	professionals	in	a	live	Q	&	A	to	find	out	more	
about the law industry. I also completed tasks set by professionals concerning client communication and 
advocacy, writing legal letters, drafting legal analysis, reading, and analysing cases. My work was then 
assessed, and I would receive some feedback on how to improve it; this gave me an insight as to what to 
expect on a day-to-day basis in the law industry. Being able to do work experience during Lock Down was 
very	beneficial	to	me	because	I	can	now	write	about	this	in	my	personal	statement	when	applying	to	uni-
versities to demonstrate my interest in Law, that I have researched it in my own time and am thus commit-
ted to future studies.”

Vanshika (Year 12) is currently going through the process of a dentistry application where she is hoping to 
learn more about becoming a dentist. We wish her well in her application.

Other enrichment opportunities to gain hands on experience:

Whilst	this	has	become	increasingly	more	difficult	during	Lock	Down,	students	have	been	resilient	and	
have adapted amazingly attending online courses for subjects of interest. For example, Shayan, Lead 
Prefect, attended a Royal Geographical Society Webinar where he learnt more about the intricacies of this 
subject. As a peer mentor and Mental Health Champion, he has also participated in training with “Bucks 
Mind”, with several other Year 12 students. They received professional training to help them develop strat-
egies and approaches for supporting peers and younger students in the school. Ms Pankhania reported: 

“The peer mentors and Mental Health Ambassadors worked with Abbie and Alice from Bucks Mind, and the 
students were fantastic! They shared their ideas and were very motivated to try and support all students at 
DPA.”

Well done: Alishba, Diya, Shayan, Zulfa (Lead Prefect), Shareefa and Shevonne, for giving up your time 
and putting yourselves forward for this intensive training. Since then, Shayan has demonstrated his com-
mitment and enthusiasm with his motivational messages on Teams: 

“The trees are starting to blossom; spring is upon us; the days are getting longer, and you are only grow-
ing stronger! Make sure you take time out this week and generally to truly reward yourself, relax and de-
stress.” Shayan (Lead Prefect)

Thank you Shayan for your considerate and wise words.

Proactive Students:

Students	have	been	proactive	during	this	difficult	period	and	should	be	praised	for	their	endeavours.	For	
example, Diya, in Year 12, also applied to take part in a BFI initiative working with a media team from 
Pinewood	Studios	to	create	a	short	independent	film.



From Diya:

“During January and February, I was lucky enough to take part in the British Film Institution’s (BFI) Film Academy. It 
is	a	course	created	specifically	to	teach	16–19-year-olds	who	want	a	career	in	the	film	industry	so	that	they	can	learn	
more about the industry and give them an introduction into this career path. 
I	applied	in	October	and	even	wrote	a	short	film	to	give	my	application	an	edge;	this	progressed	me	into	the	group	
interview stage of the application process. Normally, my Film Academy peers and I would have gone to Pinewood 
Studios to take this course, however due to restrictions and safety, the course took place over Zoom. 
Eventually, I discovered I got in! 
Every Saturday from 10am-4pm, I took part in the course, which was run on behalf of the BFI by Resource Produc-
tions, whom I had done my work experience with, in Year 10, so I saw many familiar faces. This course overall taught 
me	more	about	the	production	process	of	making	a	film;	how	to	use	a	camera;	the	descriptions	of	each	job	role	and	
even allowed me to network with our guest speakers each week, who were professionals in the industry.
 
At the end of the course, I 
was required to make my 
own	one-minute	short	film	
which was a challenging 
but fun experience because 
I was able to put my new 
knowledge into practice. 

Overall, it was a very 
interesting and informative 
experience, and I would 
highly recommend that 
anyone who is possibly 
interested in a career in  
film	to	apply!

Students	have	been	listening	to	a	variety	of	Ted	Talks	or	attending	Webinars	to	find	out	more	about	their	future	ca-
reer choices and what they need to do so that they can plan their futures for example, Jumaima in Year 12 has been 
exploring her options: 

From Jumaima
“Having	seen	this	advertised	on	Year	12	Teams	Careers	channel,	I	decided	to	find	out	more	and	listen	to	the	talk.		I	am	
not  exactly sure what I would like to do in the future, but I am quite interested in pursuing a career in the pharmaceu-
tical industry and I thought that by attending the Nursing Webinar it would give me more insight and perhaps help with 
my	personal	statement	for	university.	It	would	show	my	interest	in	medicine	and	that	I	was	keen	to	find	out	about	the	
health care environment, indicating that I am keen to extend my knowledge and develop my skills. I would also learn 
about	what	specifically	I	can	do	in	the	future.

What it inspired me to do: 
•	 go	to	university	and	get	the	qualifications	required,	for	example,	a	full	bachelor’s	degree	for	when	they		 	
 were discussing doing a degree apprenticeship, they really emphasised how a degree would help open   
 many opportunities such as being a work-from-home nurse and even working in pharmaceuticals.
• it has encouraged me to work harder in school to develop the right skills and knowledge, as well as
 recognising that fundamental skills such as being caring and taking responsibilities seriously as if they   
	 were	one’s	top	priorities	are	significantly	important,	especially	in	the	work	place;
• that one should always be solicitous about the welfare   
of others as this will help develop one’s personality too.

It has really started me thinking about how I should prepare 
for the next stage of my education and that I should take up 
opportunities to build my personal statement and demonstrate 
that I have a passion in this area. It has also made me realise that 
there are different options in gaining degrees – the apprenticeship 
route too, that one can study a degree apprenticeship.:



Year 11 students too!

It is not just our students in Year 12 and Year 13 who have been exploiting opportunities, but Year 11 
students have been researching and seeking ways to improve their skills for example, Thanishq has 
utilised	his	time	during	the	Lock	Down	period	attending	numerous	courses	and	gaining	certifications	for	
completing different online courses. He also undertook his own individual work experience in a 
career	sector	that	he	has	been	keen	to	find	out	more	about:	

From Thanishq:

During Lock Down, I had the opportunity of attending Santander’s Virtual Work Experience. This helped 
me develop my leadership and communication skills whilst learning about the Financial sector. For this, I 
was	proud	to	receive	the	following	certificate:	

 

Going forward

Students	have	not	been	deterred	by	the	recent	difficult	circumstances	and	have	adapted	with	real	fortitude.	
As an academy, we are always looking for new opportunities for our school and we are looking forward to 
when	the	restrictive	measures	are	removed,	hoping	to	take	our	students	further	afield	such	as	attending	
the NEP Film Production Open Day, and visiting Royal Holloway and Southampton universities.

Should any parents/carers and members of the DPA community be able to offer any exciting enrichment 
opportunities for our students to learn about future careers, the world of work or gain Cultural Capital that 
would help our students to become informed, well-rounded individuals, we would love to hear from you.



Maths Department at DPA

News
It has been a wonderful start after lockdown and maths teachers were relieved to resume face to face teaching 
and interacting with students. At DPA Maths, we are proud of all our hard-working mathematicians for self-
motivation and organisation with virtual lessons and homework during lock down.

A few year groups sat their Maths assessments before Easter and others will have their assessments after Easter. 
Good luck to all our Year 11s and 13s for their upcoming formal assessments.

Maths Literacy

We encourage reading in Maths for students to improve their literacy skills. GCSEs are more focussed 
on worded problems where students have to understand, analyse, conclude and plan their workings 
effectively. Excellent literacy skills will enhance their chances of attempting such questions, so reading 
is highly recommended.

Further	reading	in	Maths	is	also	beneficial	for	our	Year	11	and	sixth-form	students	to	mention	in	their	
personal	statement.	This	will	also	help	gain	confidence	for	their	University	interviews.	
Our school library is now equipped with booksrecommended by the Russel Group universities for further 
reading in Maths.

Outstanding Student Work

By Alexandra (Yr 7) By Vedika 
(Yr 7)



Did you know:

Hypatia was also one of the first 
women to study math, astronomy 
and philosophy. She was the first 
woman to make a substantial 
contribution to the development of 
mathematics.

Research Hypatia to understand her contributions to the 
work of mathematics.

Maths Challenge

Recommended websites to help students Revisit and Revise Maths

www.mathsgenie.com

www.corbettmaths.com

www.mathswatch.com

www.khanacademy.co.uk

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

KS3 –  Alexandra Year 7: For always putting her best foot forward and trying her hardest in every lesson. 
 Also for creating an excellent poster on Interior and Ixterior angles.

KS4 –   Banan (Year 9): Hardworking, conscientious and self-motivated. Since joining DPA, Banan has always tried her 
 hardest, uses class time well, ignores distractions and is keen to progress and do well. 
 Excellent attitude towards learning.

KS5 – Humna (Year 13): making great strides with her work. Very dedicated.
           Maanvi (Year 13): For her hard work and diligent approach to her studies.

Celebrating Excellence in Maths

Before solving think of these strategies:

What prior knowledge do you need to solve this question?

Is there more than one method to solve this question?



Science Newsletter

Dear DPA Scientists, 

Well done for completing a difficult term! Your commitment and enthusiasm has inspired us and you should 
be very proud of yourselves. Below is some of your fantastic work. Have a lovely break!

DPA Science Department

DPA Science notifications

Premium Seneca  

To find out more about Premium Seneca and its functionality, click this link: 
https://help.senecalearning.com/en/collections/1433510-student-faqs#seneca-premium.

Here are some of the benefits that may be helpful:
• Adaptive mode
• Wrong answer mode
• Smart learning mode
• HyperLearning courses
• Hardest questions courses
• Night before courses
• HyperFlashcards courses

Parents, you can also link your child’s Seneca account to your parent portal using this link: 
https://help.senecalearning.com/en/articles/3990859-how-to-connect-my-parent-account-to-my-child-s-account. 
This will allow you to track their progress too. 

If you are still experiencing issues with Premium Seneca, please contact IT at the school or you can use the 
Seneca Learning Help Desk or ask for help in the Live Chat in the bottom right corner 
(https://help.senecalearning.com/en/). 

Congratulations to Mrs Sarkar

Mrs Sarkar has received much 
deserved recognition from Jaya. 
Well done Mrs Sarkar!

Thank you for all your praise!

The science department has received some 
lovely messages from students about 
lockdown learning and we want to say thank 
you to you all too!



Students’ work

Year 7 plant dissection to look at the re-
productive parts of a plant – well done 

for fantastic details and high-quality 
work. 

Year 8 class work on ‘What is Rate?’ – 
some students went above and beyond 
with their research and handed in out-

standing work.

Completed by Syed Completed by Zainab

Year 10 students were mastering the art and science of a good mind map and 
creating a revision resource for their Chemistry topic of Energy changes.

Completed by Ayshah Completed by Ayeh

Year 11 have been working hard on consolidating their knowledge and understand-
ing in preparation for the summer term. 

Completed by Enkeleda



Lockdown Music Learners!

Having recently returned to the music rooms I expected students to be somewhat 
behind-especially as regards playing their instruments.

Last week, however, was the week of the double double-take: in a Yr 9 class I 
heard Parth (Year 9) playing an amazing rendition of Mozart’s Rondo Alla Turca 
(2nd mvmt Sonata in A major K.331). The next day I heard Musta (Year 10) playing 
Claude Debussy’s Arabesque No 1. These are hard pieces of music: 5th grade and 
7th grade respectively. Playing them is achievable with years of piano lessons. The 
thing is: neither of these students have ever had piano lessons. Both students taught 
themselves significantly difficult music during lockdown without any assistance 
whatsoever.

It is hard to imagine how these students achieved these goals: long hours of diligent 
practice and commitment?  Exceptional attitude to learning? The result in any 
case borders on the miraculous. Congratulations to Parth and Musta for such a 
stupendous achievement. 



Year 10: The Scholar’s Programme
This term Miss Grantham, in partnership with 

The Brilliant Club, have launched ‘The Scholar’s 
Programme’ with 12 of our Year 10 students. Over 
the course of the Summer Term, these students 
will be learning about life and study at university 

with PHD Tutor Nick Baker. The programme is 
titled ‘Only the educated are free: Knowledge 

and Power in Classical Athens’ and our students 
will be working with Nick to develop their very 
own university style assignment on this topic. 
We look forward to sharing the fantastic work 

from our students with you in the summer term! 
The following students are taking part in the 
programme – Please do congratulate them if 

you see them (and of course, ask them to tell you 
everything they know about Knowledge and Power 

in Classical Athens)

Arjan
Gurneet

Mia
Patricia
Maryam
Charvi
Kitty

Nathan
Adam
Emily
Ben
Dev

What did you do during lockdown?

One of our pupils did all she could to 
try and help the community through 
this tough time. Louise praised the 

NHS for all their hard work and showed 
them how much they were appreciated.  

She baked for the homeless and 
lastly volunteered at a vaccination 

centre every Thursday.  Louise enjoys 
interacting with new people and making 

a difference in the community.  She 
would not have done this without Aik 
Saath so would like to thank them for 

their help in achieving this



Lettings
Since Ditton Park moved onto its site we have always felt that the facilities should be available 
to the community to use, and before the pandemic struck the school was often a hive of activity, 
with martial arts, football and badminton taking place throughout the week.   The national 
response to Covid-19, to reduce the number of social interactions between people, has meant 
that this past year has been very different to how we wanted it to be, but the Covid Roadmap 
published by the government earlier in the year sets out how we might all return to some type 
of normality, and that includes how we might start bringing the community back into the school.  
The table below sets out the steps in the government’s plans and how and when we will apply 
the guidance to letting our facilities.

Date What It Means
29th March 2021 People can take part in formally organised sports, and for Ditton Park this 

means that where a club or a team is linked to the governing body of that 
sport, for example the Football Association.  
Unfortunately we cannot offer more ad hoc lettings, perhaps to groups of 
friends who might want to have a kick-about.
We are not allowed to provide facilities indoor. 

28th April 2021 * We can offer indoor facilities, such as badminton courts, but only where they 
are used by people from the same household or support bubble.  Hirers will 
need	to	confirm	that	this	is	being	followed	at	the	time	of	booking	by	provid-
ing the names and addresses of those attending.  Staff may also ask for 
documents	confirming	identification	and	addresses	upon	arrival.	
Outdoor sports are still restricted to organised clubs or teams. 
* The Sports Hall is being used for student assessments until 28th April 
2021 so we are not able to take bookings before then.  

17th May 2021 Indoor facilities can be used by people from two households but by no more 
than	six	people.		Hirers	will	need	to	confirm	that	this	is	being	followed	at	the	
time of booking by providing the names and addresses of those attending. 
Staff	may	also	ask	for	documents	confirming	identification	and	addresses	
upon arrival. 

The requirements for outdoor sports, such as football, the restrictions that 
no more than two households or a maximum of six people can participate 
mean that they can only go ahead if they are overseen by an organised club 
or team.

21st June 2021 The government hopes that all restrictions can be lifted at this point and we 
hope to be able to welcome everyone back.  
The	government	has	said	that	this	is	dependent	on	the	scientific	evidence	at	
the time and we will keep a close eye on their guidance. 



Dates For The Diary
Mon 3rd May BANK HOLIDAY – School Closed

Thurs 13th May INSET DAY – School Closed to students

Mon 31st May – 
Fri 4th June

Summer Half Term

Thur 10th June Year 7 Parents’ Evening (details to follow)

Thur 1st July   Year 9 Parents’ Evening (details to follow)

Fri 16th July                      School Closes for Summer Holiday

Tues 10th August A-level Results Day (Year 13)

Thurs 12th August GCSE Results Day (Year 11) 

Thurs 2nd Sept  School re-opens to Year 7 & 12 Students only

Fri 3rd Sept School re-opens to all students
11:00 am Start for Years 7 & 12 Students


