
Principal’s Message
We are so excited about our Year 11 sitting their GCSEs, the first year to do so at 

Ditton Park Academy and we have every confidence they will be successful.  
Good luck and thank you parents for all of your support.

We are also close to finalising our plans for the Sixth Form, opening in September 
2019.  These, together with our many trips and opportunities, make Ditton Park 

Academy a very enjoyable place to be.

Please enjoy your half-term break and may the good warm weather continue now 
and throughout the summer months.

Mr N Caulfield
Principal

If you want to be updated regularly 
about events and news at Ditton Park Academy 

please do join our Twitter account @DPASlough.
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Upcoming Dates and Events
Date Event

3rd June 2019 Students return from half-term

6th June 2019 More Able Celebration event

27th June 2019 Year 11 End of Year Celebration

8th July 2019 Whole School Sports Day

11th July 2019 Achievement Evening (Years 7 to 10)

19th July 2019 School finishes at 12.20pm (End of Summer Term)

22nd August 2019 Year 11 GCSE Results Day (from 10am)

22nd August 2019 6th Form Enrolment (from 1pm)

23rd August 2019 6th Form Enrolment (from 10am)



Duke of Edinburgh Project
Our Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh students have spent the past few weeks completing 
their training for their Expedition part of the awards.  They have learnt how to use an 
‘old school’ map, without the use of any satellite navigation, which has been a bit of 
a culture shock for them; and how to use a compass to work out which direction they 

need to go.  
They also had to master the art of route planning, hitting checkpoints and 

estimating a period for the distance they are going to travel.  Students also learnt 
how to pack their rucksack to ensure that they will be able to last the whole 

expedition and ensure they have everything they will need to survive the two days.

Finally, they have mastered the art of putting up and taking down their tents as well 
as cooking their own food on a camping stove, which again has been something new 

for most of the students.

This has led to a very successful practice expedition that took place on 10-11th May, 
where all students successfully navigated themselves from school to Bears Rails 

Campsite within the Windsor Great Park.  Students spent the night there and 
managed to get themselves back to school all in one piece.

The final part of the expedition is the Assessed expedition that is happening on 
24-25th May, on a route which will not be familiar to the students over in the South 

Chiltern Hills.  
If the practice is anything to go by, they should all do very well. 

Good Luck to all Duke of Edinburgh participants.



Woman In Black Trip
On the 30th of April 2019, 58 Year 10 drama students went to watch The Woman in 

Black at the Fortune Theatre Covent Garden.  
Students had to visit the theatre as part of the course to be exposed to live theatre 

productions and to analyse them in their Year 11 exam paper.  
The Woman in Black is Susan Hill’s classic novel adapted for stage by Stephen 

Mallatratt. 

The two man show tells the story of Kipps: an old man burdened by his ghost story 
from the past, looking to get support from a professional actor to tell his story and 

be done with it.
  

The students were hooked from the beginning, demonstrating exemplary theatre 
etiquette and appreciation for the artistry on display.  Students tensely sat in their 
chairs anticipating the Woman in Black’s sudden appearances with multiple yelps 
and screams throughout, much to Miss Seymour’s amusement (and that was just 

the boys)!  

Visiting the theatre in the West End as a class really is an invaluable experience that 
the students share in together. The buzz and discussions as we left the theatre as 

students analysed what they had just seen is a testament to their passion and 
curiousity of the theatre.



Year 11GCSE Drama Exam 
Practical

On the 8th and 9th May 2019, 41 year 11 GCSE Drama students performed two final 
scripted pieces to an AQA examiner marking the end of their practical examinations.  
Being the first cohort to go through this practical exam was quite daunting as they 

went into the unknown having spent 8 weeks preparing their performances.  
Two whole days of performance exams was a lengthy and exhausting process that 
required self-discipline and the ability to perform under pressure; a vulnerable and 

challenging position to be in knowing that all the rehearsal process and actor 
training comes down to this one moment in front of an examiner.  

Miss Seymour couldn’t be prouder of the first cohort.  Students were exemplary in 
their organisation of themselves and their groups across both days.  They supported 
each other with rehearsing, operating sound/lighting and kept each other focussed 

and motivated.

Each group had a challenging play to perform: from Hamlet’s monologues to Art by 
Yasmin Reza, where three exuberant men debate what is art, to duologues from Yard 
Gal looking at life growing up in Hackney, to Five Kinds of Silence which deals with 

abuse, manipulation and control.

Each group performed their very best to the examiner who complimented their 
ability to perform with great maturity highly challenging and sensitive issues.  
Having worked with this cohort since Year 7 to watching their final showcase 

Miss Seymour could not be more proud and honoured to share in their journey.  
The progress made by each actor is astounding.  The ease and grace with which they 

got up and performed is humbling.  

Miss Seymour wishes her students the best of luck for the 
future and all the success they deserve!



PE Sports Results

The Pupil leadership at Ditton Park Academy has been revamped to ensure all pupils 
are given equal opportunities.  

Opportunities will include peer mentoring, Head Girl and boy, Prefects, and much 
more.  

These roles can help support UCAS applications, personal statements, and develop 
leadership qualities.

Date Year Opponent Result MVP
13th May 2019 7 Herschel Lost Arjan

13th May 2019 8 Reddam House Lost Jas

Pupil Leadership

Date Year Opponent Result MVP

26th April 2019 7 Khalsa W 12-2 Yusuf

30th April 2019 7 Trevelyan W 6-0 Liam

30th April 2019 10 Herschel W 2-1

7th May 2019 7 St. Peter's L 5-2 Krishna

Football

Cricket



SENCo and EAL Student 
Statements

Here are some SENCo Student Statements on how they’ve settled in at Ditton Park Academy.

Bharanyu (Year 7), arrived September 2018 
I felt nervous and excited when I started at Ditton Park Academy; I am new to the country from 

India, New Delhi.  School here is very different to how it was back in 
India and I had many friends in my old school.  

Making friends in this school has been the hardest part. 
I am happy here in the UK and Bharanyu now enjoys school and has made some friends at Ditton 

Park Academy.  Ms Sandher and Mrs Abdelal are helping me so much.

Fabian (Year 7), arrived September 2018
When Fabian arrived from Romania, he was really excited to start school here.  

When Fabian started at Ditton Park Academy, Fabian felt sad and lonely, as sad as a dog in the rain!  
Ms Sandher and Mrs Abdelal and Fabian’s friend helped him settle in.

Johanna (Year 9), arrived September 2018
Johanna is from Romania.  When Johanna first arrived at Ditton Park Academy, 

Johanna found it hard to settle in, she felt sad and homesick, but as Johanna settled in, she has 
started to enjoy school.  Johanna was on her own for a while; however, she has started to make 

friends.  
Ms Sandher and Mrs Abdelal, have helped Johanna settle in.  Johanna is proud today, to  have over 

a hundred achievement points!  Johanna is really liking school now.

Ishika (Year 9), arrived February 2019
Ishika is from India, New Delhi.  When Ishika first started Ditton Park Academy, Ishika felt 

uncomfortable and unhappy, starting all over again was hard.  Ishika still misses India and knows it’s 
time to settle into school now.

First EAL cohort sitting their GCSEs at DPA
When our current Year 11 EAL’s first arrived, they were new to the country; some 

arrived at different points of the academic year and they had to learn to adapt to a new school 
environment as well as learning a new language.  

Students were all at different stages of language acquisition, but with hard work and perseverance, 
they are now ready to sit their GCSE examinations.  Some of our EAL pupils will also be sitting their 
first language GCSE exams this year, with the hope of obtaining formal qualifications in up to three 

languages. 

What a brilliant achievement!  Knowing more than one 
language can open up many doors in life.



Photography Competition
Lauren (Year 11) has reached the shortlist stage of the 

National School Photography Awards 2019.  
Her image below was entered for the theme of “Our Changing World” in the 

Secondary School category. 

Lauren was up against hundreds of other entries and has done 
fantastically well to make it through to this stage!

Well done, Lauren!



Building Update
As the summer approaches the Academy is undertaking a variety of works around the 

building.  

The two key changes will be transforming the Library into a new Sixth Form Centre, 
which will provide sixth formers with a dedicated study space as well as room to relax. 

The library will be moved to a more central location, off the restaurant, putting it 
right at the heart of the school. 

This work will allow the school to continue to meet the needs of students both across 
the whole school and into the final years of their study here at DPA.



Staff Profile Mr Kumar
Mr Kumar joined Ditton Park Academy in September 2017 as a Professional Tutor 

(in charge of teacher training) and a Physics teacher.  
Mr Kumar moved to Slough schools because he wanted to teach in a local school.  

Mr Kumar’s current role as Associate Assistant Principal involves promoting 
excellent behaviour for learning.  

At Ditton Park, we believe that all students should be exposed 
to great opportunities in a safe and secure environment. 

Question 1: The GCSEs started earlier this month.  How well would you say that 
students have prepared for their GCSEs? 

This is a very exciting time for Ditton Park Academy as our first cohort of students will 
sit GCSE exams.  Students feel a little anxious as any others in any school do, but deep 
in their heart they know that they have worked hard over their journey of five years.  

Staff have worked hard with them, too.

Question 2: The Academy is opening its Sixth Form in September.  
Why do you think students should study here next year?  

There are many reasons for students to be studying at Ditton Park Academy.  
We have excellent and modern resources complemented by experienced and 

motivated staff.  
Ditton Park Academy offers a range of subjects and student leadership is given due 

regard.  This means students joining Ditton Park Academy will have substantial say in 
shaping the new Sixth Form, alongside preparing them for their next steps in life. 

Question 3: Year 8 students have been given their GCSE options.  What should 
they be thinking about before they move into Year 9?  

Ditton Park Academy has a rich curriculum choice.  Students in Years 7 and 8 are given 
opportunities to study these subjects and make informed choices regarding the 

subjects they wish to pursue in GCSE.  
Parents are involved in this process and I think students should give thorough thought 

in considering subjects they enjoy and careers linked to their choices. 



Twitter
During this third term at Ditton Park Academy, 

here are some of Twitter’s best moments.  
Follow us @DPASlough

Below are some examples of the exciting news that Ditton Park Academy posts:

Parent View

Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about your child’s 
school, from the quality of teaching to dealing with bullying and poor behaviour.  

The survey can be completed at any time; you don’t have to wait until the school is 
being inspected. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk


