
Principal’s Message
Thank you to everyone for making this very busy half-term a fantastic success.  

On the back of our first very successful GCSE results we have opened a fully 
subscribed Sixth Form.  

The students continue to be positive, well mannered, grateful and receptive to all of 
the new opportunities on offer.  

The staff work ever so hard to ensure all of the young people are looked after and 
provided with the best possible learning opportunities.  

The parents continue to be very supportive and engaging with all of us at 
Ditton Park Academy.  

Finally, the Governors and Trust challenge and support us to be the best we can be.  

Many thanks everyone and have a relaxing half-term break.

Mr N Caulfield
Executive Principal

The Park
October 2019
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Upcoming Dates and Events
Date Event

4 November 2019
School re-opens to Students 

(Students to arrive by 8.30am)

4 - 11 November 2019 GCSE Resit Papers

14 November 2019 Parents Evening (Year 10)

21 November 2019 Sixth Form Options Evening

25 November 2019 INSET Day (School Closed)

28 November 2019 School closes early 1:30pm

12 December 2019 Parents Evening (Year 8)

17 December 2019 Academy Winter Concert

19 December 2019
Academy finishes at 12.30pm 

(End of Term - Christmas Holidays)

6 January 2020
School re-opens to students for Spring Term 

(Students to arrive by 8.30am)



GCSE Results Day & Sixth 
Form

After a fantastic GCSE Results day, Ditton Park Academy have had a fantastic start to 
the sixth form where we have enrolled just over 90 students.  

Both internal and our external students have settled well. 

Students are fully engaged in the 3 C’s, i.e gaining currency for their future 
aspirations by working hard on their A levels and BTEC qualifications while trying 

more mature ways of learning such as ‘flip learning’ and using the 
‘Harkness method; gaining character by forming a sixth form leadership team and 
engaging in a rigorous process to decide Student prefect and consistently being seen 

as role models for the lower years.  

Year 12 have shown, in terms of culture, by engaging in cultural activities such as 
supporting the lower school through payback lessons where they support teaching 
and by engaging in a range of enrichment activities such as sport, music technology, 

stage design, electronics and how to produce food on a budget.  

In December 2019 Year 12 will have the chance to visit Brunel University in order to 
experience what university life would be like and actually attend lectures. 

Photos of our Students in the Sixth Form centre & 
GCSE Results Day being congratulated by Mr Caulfield



World Mental Health Day
On the 10th October, Ditton Park Academy said #HelloYellow by 

supporting the charity ‘Young Minds’.  

Students added a splash of yellow to their uniforms and held a bake sale during 
breaktime.  

It was a great success and we raised £375.65!

Young Health Champion 
Programme

Harveen, Amina, Mahmoona and Maanvi were all selected for the Young Health 
Champion programme.  

As part of the scheme they will regularly meet young people from other schools to 
undertake a Level 2 Qualification from the Royal Society for Public Health.  

The students will also be a sounding board and critical friend to the NHS Clinical 
Commissioning Group, improving the way mental health services support children 

and young people in Slough.

Our Young Health Champions are also raising awareness within school by delivering a 
range of activities and they will be influential in promoting wellbeing around 

Ditton Park Academy. 



Sports Results
Football

Date Year Group Oppponent Result
Match 

Fixture

23 Sept 2019 10 Langley Academy Lost : 1 - 2 League

23 Sept 2019 7
Upton Court 

Grammar School
Won : 4 - 2 League

24 Sept 2019 11
St Joseph's Catholic 

High School, Slough
Lost : 5 - 1 League

2 Oct 2019
11 

(1st Team)
Kingston 

Grammar School
Lost : 0 - 6 

National 
Cup (R1)

4 Oct 2019 7 Wallingford School Won : 3 - 0 
National 
Cup (R1)

7 Oct 2019 8
St Bernard's Catholic 

Grammar School
Won : 4 - 0 League

8 Oct 2019 11 Langley Academy Won : 4 - 3 League

8 Oct2019 10
Herschel 

Grammar School
Lost : 2 - 6 Area Cup (R1)

14 Oct 2019 10
Elthorne Park 
High School

Lost : 
0 - 10 

National 
Cup (R2)

15 Oct 2019 11
Langley 

Grammar School
Won : 3 - 1 

Area Cup 
(1/4 F)

15 Oct 2019 8
Central Foundation 

Boys' School
Lost : 1 - 5 

National 
Cup (R1)

16 Oct 2019 10 Wexham School Won : 3 - 2 League



Sports Results
Netball

Date Team Opponent Result Type

24 September 2019 11A The Westgate School Won : 26 - 1 League

2 October 2019 11A Langley Grammar School Lost : 3 - 6 Tournament

2 October 2019 11A
St Bernard's Catholic 

Grammar School
Lost : 3 - 4 Tournament

2 October 2019 11A The Westgate School Won : 6 - 0 Tournament

2 October 2019 11A
St Joseph's Catholic 
High School, Slough

Won : 10 - 3 Tournament

2 October 2019 11A Herschel Grammar School Won : 13 - 2 Tournament

2 October 2019 11A
Herschel Grammar School 

Girls-U16B
Won : 5 - 4 Tournament

7 October 2019 10A Baylis Court School Won : 6 - 0 League

7 October 2019 10A The Westgate School Won : 3 - 0 League

7 October 2019 9A The Westgate School Draw : 1 - 1 League

7 October 2019 9A Baylis Court School Draw : 1 - 1 League

9 October 2019 10A
St Joseph's Catholic 
High School, Slough

Draw : 3 - 3 
Tournament Group 

Match

9 October 2019 10A Upton Court Grammar School Lost : 4 - 6 
Tournament 

Semi-Final

9 October 2019 10A Langley Academy Won : 6 - 0 
Tournament Group 

Match

9 October 2019 10A Herschel Grammar School Draw : 3 - 3 
Tournament Group 

Match

9 October 2019 10A Herschel Grammar School Lost : 1 - 6 
Tournament 

3rd Place Play Off

15 October 2019 12A Herschel Grammar School Won : 18 - 6 League

15 October 2019 11A Herschel Grammar School Won : 11 - 2 League

15 October 2019 9B Ditton Park Academy Girls-U14C Won : 7 - 1 Independent League

15 October 2019 9C Ditton Park Academy Girls-U14B Lost : 1 - 7 Independent League

15 October 2019 9D Ditton Park Academy Girls-U13C Won : 6 - 0 Independent League

15 October 2019 8A Baylis Court School Won : 11 - 0 League

15 October 2019 8A The Westgate School Won : 10 - 5 League

15 October 2019 8C Ditton Park Academy Girls-U14D Lost : 0 - 6 Independent League

15 October 2019 7A The Westgate School Won : 5 - 4 League

15 October 2019 7A Baylis Court School Won : 6 - 1 League

16 October 2019 8B Burnham Grammar School Draw : 3 - 3 League

16 October 2019 7B Burnham Grammar School Won : 4 - 3 League



Body Worlds Trip
On the 2nd October, Ditton Park Academy took over 60 students to the 

‘Body-worlds exhibition’ in London as preparation for their GCSE’s next year.  
The exhibition looked at real bodies and how they are constructed in order to teach 
students about the muscles, body systems and functions ready for their Paper 1 Exam 

‘The human body and movement’.  

The students found the trip incredibly useful and were amazed by the complexity of 
the human body. 

Student Leaders
Ditton Park Academy started off September with a number of students applying and 

shortlised for an interview of the prestigious role for a sports leader.  

After many hard decisions, a group of 32 students ranging from Years 9 to 12 were 
selected, and have been busy attending training sessions for the last couple of weeks.  

Their first event was held 15th October leading the DIDI rugby 
tournament for primary school children in Years 1 and 2.  

Well done to all who were successful and keep up the 
fantastic work! 



Science Museum Trip
Our Year 8 students had great time exploring and finding out about science in many 

different contexts. 

Students looked at the code breaking mechanisms over time and experienced the 
science of the human body.  

They had a great time in the Wonder-lab where they did a whole range of 

experiments.

Goset Lakeside Trip
The Science department took two teams of Year 9 students, who had a fabulous 

opportunity to work with Lakeside recycling plant this term.  
 

The project kicked off with students spending a day at lakeside to see the recycling 
facility and work with mentors from the plant on projects to improve the school 

environment and raise awareness of environmental issues.  

Students have been meeting every Wednesday with mentors from Lakeside to plan 
and develop their ideas and will be putting them in to action in November.  

The projects will culminate in them presenting their work to fellow students and to 
other schools at Lakeside.  

We are all looking forward to seeing the results. 



Shakespeare School Festival
On the 17th October, Ditton Park Drama students performed for the 4th consecutive year at the 

‘Shakespeare Schools Festival’  
This year they created a gritty version of Julius Caesar set in a juvenile prison accompanied by innovative 

Stomp percussion style routines to sound track the sinister political world of the play.  

The students get to experience life as a working actor on performance day as we arrived in the afternoon 
to complete a technical and dress rehearsal with the theatre staff.  

Every cast member acted as a true professional as they completed a cue to cue rehearsal under the 
festival directors command, starting and stopping to ensure all lighting and sound cues were smoothly 

transitioned.  

This is a long and challenging process for any actor but as always, our cast were nothing short of perfection.  
We are fortunate enough to have Ms Dawson and a team of Sixth Form stage crew with us adding finishing 

touches to the custom costumes designed and made by Harveen, Lauren and Cianna.  
Their support throughout the day as designers and stage crew was invaluable as they really do 

demonstrate initiative and alleviate anything they possibly can from me to enable me to focus on the 
acting whilst understanding and maintaining my vision for the concept.  

Thank you to Mr Mutton also who supported me throughout in rehearsals and during 
performance day with last minute polishing.  

7pm soon came and it was curtain up.  Ditton Park Academy drama students were exceptional 
performers at this event.  Not only can they learn and deliver Shakespeare so eloquently, they 

deliver their lines with such command of the language and exceptional attention to 
characterisation detail beyond their years. We never take the easy option and consistently seek to 

conceptualise Shakespeare’s plays bringing them into the modern world whilst remaining true to the 
original. This time not only did the cast have choreography to learn but they also provided live percussion 
music onstage whilst dancing! This is a testament to their motivation to try new styles and challenges in 

performance which yet again paid off as the cast executed a flawless, powerful and passionate 
performance.  

Miss Seymour would like to thank the 23 members of staff who purchased a ticket and spent their evening 
with us supporting in the audience. Such high levels of support at external performance events is a rarity 
across schools and I am exceptionally honoured and humbled to always have such a large proportion of 

DPA staff always willing to come share in the magic our students create.  
This further accentuates the high level of support, respect and sense of community we really do have here 

at DPA for the Performing Arts.  Miss Seymour would also like to thank Finley who was my first ever 6th 
Form student director supporting me through this process.  

He gave up a significant amount of time, directed scenes alone and was the perfect sounding board for 
ideas and making decisions with fresh eyes when I hit creative blocks.  

Miss Seymour is exceptionally proud of you and all who attended! 

Huge congratulations to all students involved and thank you to all who came and supported on the night.  
Another successful year for Ditton Park Academy at the Shakespeare Schools Festival.



Enrichment
Module One of the Enrichment Programme is well under way with several new 

opportunities being featured: 
Exploring Electronics, Creative Computing, Dance and Swimming Lessons.

As always the staff give a varied and interesting experience for our Year 7 and 8 
students with the added bonus of sessions with Learning to Work and the Careers 

Advisory unit.  

We have been able to make use of Langley Leisure Centre to provide swimming 
lessons for a cohort of Year 7 students which is such a vital life skill.  

The Enrichment Programme has continued to extend the students’ understanding 
of First Aid with a highly practical session with Stephen Hale of ‘First4Aid’.  

Our dance sessions revealed a secret talent; Mr Wain, as he looks at styles, 
genres and cultural backgrounds from around the world.  

Mrs McKay is continually seeking new experiences for the students, so if any parents 
have a contact that they think may benefit Ditton Park Academy students please do 

not hesitate to contact her on the address below: 

L.McKay@dittonparkacademy.co.uk

House Cup
Ditton Park Academy is proud to launch its 2019-2020 House Cup this half term, 

with a Dodgeball tournament and spelling bee commencing in the next week.
  

House Leaders will allow students into competing in house events to represent 
Houses Cliveden, Magna, Eton and Windsor.

May the best House win!



Stephen Davies Visit
Ditton Park Academies Library is delighted to announce that Stephen Davies has 

agreed to be our Patron of Reading at the school.  

Stephen has written the following article to introduce himself and will be visiting the 
school for the first of many visits, during December.  

My name is Stephen Davies and I write books, mostly for young adults.  
I spend half my time at my desk, tapping away at a keyboard, and the other half 

visiting schools to encourage students in their own creative writing. 

When Mrs Fenn (Librarian), asked me to be Patron of Reading at Ditton Park 
Academy, I was thrilled.  

I was not a big reader myself at secondary school, until I happened to read (okay, was 
forced to read) ‘Jamaica Inn - a smuggling story by Daphne du Maurier’.  

After that I became an avid reader of thrillers – anything with plenty of chases, fights 
and explosions.

I believe there is a book like that out there for each of you, a book with the power to 
launch you out onto your own reading journey, even if you never previously thought 

of yourself as a reader.

If you want to try one of my books, maybe start with ‘Hacking Timbuktu’, a 
parkour adventure set in London and the Sahara Desert.  

When I visit Ditton Park, I would be delighted to sign them for you.  
Alternatively, for Year 8’s and up there is his new book called ‘Chessboxer’; that came 

out a couple weeks ago.

In the meantime, have a great half term break and get reading!



Articulation Competition 
2020

The ARTiculation Prize is for students aged 16 – 19.  
Anyone with an interest in visual culture and the arts can take part.  

Students do not have to study art to take part.  

900 young people enter the prize, and 114 presentations were given at the 2019 
Regional Heats and Finals around England.  

ARTiculation provides opportunities for young people to develop effective 
communication skills and confidence to express their thoughts.  

The nationwide competition begins with preliminary workshops in museums and 
galleries, then continues within schools, going on to eight Regional Finals and 

culminating in a Grand Final in March at the University of Cambridge.
  

Winning 2020 Finalists will be awarded these prizes; 

1st Prize £300
2nd Prize £200
3rd Prize £100

All ARTiculation Finalists will receive one year’s free membership to The Art Fund 
which includes a National Art Pass.  At every stage, each student gives a presentation 

lasting 10 minutes in front of an audience and adjudicator.  

The ARTiculation Prize is open to all students in year 12 at Ditton Park Academy.  
Students can register their interest with Mrs Wanford by the 5th November 2019.  

The internal heat will be held on the 3rd December, with the winner of this internal 
heat going on to represent the school in the regional heat at 

Milton Keynes on the 26th Febuary 2020.



Netball Silver
Medallists

On 23rd October, our 6th form Netball Team were crowned as silver medallists in the 
Borough Champs for the first time in 6 years, St Bernards (both Year 12 & 13 squads!) 
have an amazing squad, and the girls have always got on incredibly well – however, 

Ditton Park Academy have never quite been able to snatch it from them!  
This has been their long term goal. 

Our Sixth Form Netball Team narrowly missed out on first place against Burnham 
Grammar who have some incredible athletes and county netballers on their side; 

a great experience for our girls to play against.  

Netball Team Members
Sydnee, Jardae, Nicole, Maanvi, Eeman, Sophie, Kiana, Harveen and Sara

Congratulations to the team.  
Ditton Park Academy are incredibly proud of you all. 



New School Website

We are extremely pleased to announce the launch of our new website.
 

The previous site has served us well for several years, but as time moves on, we 
wanted to make sure that the website remains an easy and accessible way for you to 

look up school information and news.

Some of the new features include:
• An exciting new look 
• Easy access to the Calendar and Term Dates 
• The ability to subscribe and link the School Calendar to your e-mail 
• A responsive layout (viewing the website on a mobile is now much easier) 
• Additional accessibility options 
• And much more

We highly recommend that you check out the new website 
www.dittonparkacademy.co.uk
 and experience it for yourselves.

The site will be regularly updated with our news and events.



Twitter
During this third term at Ditton Park Academy, 

here are some of Twitter’s best moments.  

Follow us @DPASlough

Below are some examples of the exciting news that Ditton Park Academy posts:

Parent View

Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about your child’s 
school, from the quality of teaching to dealing with bullying and poor behaviour.  

The survey can be completed at any time; you don’t have to wait until the school is 
being inspected. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk


