
Principal’s Message
Thank you everyone for your support and hard work over the last very long term.  We 
have much to celebrate and be proud of and we have no doubt that our successes will 

be shared with everyone who visits us in 2020.

We are all looking forward to our rest after another excellent term.  Students 
continue to respond positively again to all the challenges and develop as respectful 

and considerate young people.

We break up today for our Christmas holidays, Thursday 19th December at 12.30pm 
and return to school on Monday 6th January 2020.  

The Academy will be closed between Christmas and New Year.

We wish you all a safe, healthy and happy Christmas break with your families and 

loved ones.

Mr N Caulfield
Executive Principal

The Park
December 2019

Issue 22



Upcoming Dates and Events
Date Event

6 January 2020 8:30am Spring Term starts for all students

13 January 2020
Year 11 Art, Graphics & Photography external set 

assignment research day

16 January 2020 Year 11 Parents evening and GCSE Mock results issued

20 January 2020 Sixth Form applications deadline date

22 January 2020 INSET Day (Academy closed for all students)

28 January 2020 Personal Development Day 3

30 January 2020 Year 12 Parents Evening

30 January 2020 Parent Strategic Group Meeting (6:00pm)

17 - 21 February 2020 Half Term



Sports Results
Football

Date Year Group Opponent Result Fixture

21 October 2019 Year 7 Farnham Heath End School Lost : 1 - 9 
National 

Cup (Round 2)

22 October 2019 Year 8 Langley Grammar School Won : 4 - 3 League

23 October 2019 Girls Year 7 & 8 Wexham School Won : 1 - 0 Friendly

11 November 2019 Year 8B
Bohunt School 

Wokingham
Lost : 0 - 5 

National 
Cup (Round 2)

12 November 2019 Year 9 Wheatley Park School Lost : 0 - 1 
National 

Cup (Round 3)

13 November 2019 Girls Year 7 & 8 Grove Academy Draw : 0 - 0 Friendly

19 November 2019 Year 11
West London 
Free School

Lost : 2-2 (AET) 
4-5 (Penalties)

Regional Cup

20 November 2019 Year 7
Khalsa Secondary 

Academy
Won : 9 - 0 League

29 November 2019 Year 9B Samuel Whitbread Academy Lost : 1 - 8 
National 

Cup (Round 2)

9 December 2019 Year 8 Langley Academy Won : 6 - 0 League

Football (5 a side)

Date Year Group Opponent Result Fixture

3 December 2019 Year 7
Ditton Park 

Academy B Team
Won : 2 - 0 

Tournament 
Group Match

3 December 2019 Year 7
Slough and Eton 

C of E School
Won : 1 - 0 

Tournament 
Group Match

3 December 2019 Year 7 Langley Academy Won : 2 - 0 
Tournament 
Group Match

3 December 2019 Year 7
Churchmead 
C of E School

Won : 2 - 1 
Tournament 
Group Match

3 December 2019 Year 7
Herschel 

Grammar School
Draw : 1 - 1 

Tournament 
Group Match



Sports Results
Netball

Date Year Group Opponent Result Fixture

22 October 2019 Year 12A
Baylis 

Court School
Won : 14 - 0 Friendly

22 October 2019 Year 11A
Baylis 

Court School
Won : 20 - 2 League

22 October 2019 Year 8B
Slough and Eton 

C of E School
Draw : 5 - 5 Friendly

22 October 2019 Year 7B
Slough and Eton 

C of E School
Lost : 4 - 6 Friendly

23 October 2019 Year 12A
Year 12 

Tournament
Won : 0 - 0 Tournament

5 November 2019 Year 8A
Herschel 

Grammar School
Lost : 9 - 16 League

5 November 2019 Year 7A
Herschel 

Grammar School
Won : 4 - 2 League

11 November 2019 Year 8A Langley Academy Draw : 3 - 3 League

11 November 2019 Year 8B Langley Academy Won : 5 - 4 League

11 November 2019 Year 7A Langley Academy Draw : 4 - 4 League

12 November 2019 Year 8B
Beechwood 

School
Lost : 4 - 7 League

12 November 2019 Year 8B Grove Academy Won : 8 - 3 League

12 November 2019 Year 7B
Beechwood 

School
Lost : 2 - 3 League

26 November 2019 Year 8B
Upton Court 

Grammar School
Won : 6 - 0 League

26 November 2019 Year 7B
Upton Court 

Grammar School
Won : 6 - 0 League

3 December 2019 Year 8B
Khalsa Secondary 

Academy
Won : 14 - 7 League

3 December 2019 Year 7B
Khalsa Secondary 

Academy
Won : 7 - 0 League



Pen Pals Project
The MFL department have set up a pen pal program with a school called 

'Lycee Mamoudzou Nord'.  
It is a Secondary School with 2000 students.  It is located on an island called 

Mayotte that is in the middle of the Indian Ocean between Madagascar and Africa.  

This is a fantastic opportunity for some of our year 10 students to practice their 
written French.  

They were ecstatic upon reception of their letters.  
Miss Fenner who was behind the project, hopes that this will continue to fuel 

students with the love of languages at Ditton Park Academy. 

A photo of Ditton Park Academy students receiving responses from their pen 
pals.

The MFL department also led their first languages teach & meet session with local 
Secondary and Primary Schools in Slough.  

The MFL team have trained them on how to use knowledge organisers and 
everyone shared their resources and ideas.  

It was a great opportunity for all Language Teachers and hope this will be a start to 
creating a local MFL hub here at Ditton Park Academy.  

The next teach & meet session will be held on the 
20th January 2020, right here at Ditton Park Academy.

MFL Teach & Meet



House Cup
Ditton Park Academy's house cup is up and running with Windsor house leading, this 

half term the MasterChef Competition was led by Mrs Bourne.  
It has been a great success.  

Congratulations to Cliveden House winning with a fantastic 
menu. 

A huge well done to all of those who have entered so far and please continue to 
support your house.

Year 12 have been participating in various local fieldwork opportunities this term in 
preparation for their extended research projects.  

As part of their work on water security, students investigated local flood risk in 
Runneymede.  For their human fieldworks, students have been conducting 

investigations into variations in quality of life in London.  
The range of data collected has been impressive and students are looking forward 

to applying their research expertise during their 4 days of fieldwork in Wales during 
the summer term.  

Environmental Champions
Year 9 students have been working as a team with work place mentors from Lake Side 

energy recycling centre.  
They took an in depth look at some of the issues that Ditton Park Academy face on 

the environmental front.  Students then looked at ways to tackle some of these 
issues and identified a viable solution and model. 

Students were Leticia, Charvi, Keren, Arjan, Patricia, Haider, 
Akshata, Roma, 

Sakina and Harvinder.
 

A huge congratulations to all the above students.

Geography Fieldwork



Footpath & Zebra Crossings
The academy recently hosted a meeting with Slough Borough Council and the 

construction company that built Ditton Park Academy, Galliford Try, to discuss the 
extra works that they will be doing in Upton Court Park and along Upton Court 

Road.  
You may recall that as part of the planning permission to build the school there was 
an agreement to put in a footpath to run along the inside edge of Upton Court Park 
and to install a zebra crossing on Upton Court Road that will provide a much needed 

crossing point. 
Work on the footpath will starting in January 2020 and Galliford Try hope to 

undertake the work for the zebra crossing in the Easter period of 2020. 
In addition, they will be increasing the height of the kerbs along Upton Court Road 

and will be in contact with those effected in due course.  

As ever, our recommendation is that parents park in the Upton Court Park car park 
and encourage their children to walk the final few minutes to school.



Catering Trip Langley 
College

On the 15th and 22nd November 2019, students studying GCSE Food Preparation 
and Nutrition were invited to visit the Catering Academy at Langley College.  

The visit was hosted by Head Lecturer Mark Goldstein.  
The students were given a tour of the catering facilities that included industrial 

equipment and an on-site functioning restaurant.  
Students were also treated to a ‘masterclass’ in food preparation and 

presentation, sea bream on a bed of fennel, mushroom and spinach ragu, with a 
beurre blanc sauce.  

The students also had the chance to taste the dishes they saw being prepared.  
This they did with gusto, not a morsel was left and all agreed that it was delicious. 



Stephen Davies Visit
Ditton Park Academy’s Eco-Warriors were awarded with the Slough Youth Awards for 

‘Young Entrepreneur.’  
The ceremony took place at the Curve on the 8th November 2019, aside from 
winning the Youth Award another highlight of the evening was watching the 

student’s video segment that also included them being interviewed. 

The students have had quite a journey, from taking part in the Mosaic enterprise 
challenge, to being put forward at the regional finals, although not winning the event, 
the students impressed their business mentors from Centrica and were awarded with 

a £500 grant, to put their reduction of food wastage plan into action. 

Since then the students have used the funds, to purchase food waste bins in the 
academy, gardening equipment, a wormery and an apple tree for the school.  

The students have also presented their vision to all staff through two presentations 
and the reward for their hard work was awarded with the Slough Youth Award.  

Congratulations to Tiana, Maya and Emily on this achievement!

Slough Youth Awards



Slough Youth Awards
On Friday 8th November, Slough Youth Parliament hosted the annual Slough Youth Awards at 

The Curve and we were delighted to have a number of our students in attendance as nominees.  
It was a fantastic evening, celebrating the incredible talent of young people in the borough, 

showcasing the breadth of talent, personal achievement and impact on the community they have 
made. Our students were nominated for their achievements in one of five categories;  

Young Sportsperson
This is an award for a person or team who has excelled in sport or promoted a healthy lifestyle.  

Ditton Park Academy had a number of students nominated in this category, all for their continued 
dedication to sport both in and outside of school.  

Nominated for this award were Sahij, Oliver, Tanveer, Kambiz, Ramone, Dominika and Yuhanna.  

Young Artist
Awarded to a person or group of young people that have excelled in the arts or enriched the 

cultural life of Slough, we had two very gifted nominees in this category; Lauren, nominated for her 
talent in both art and photography; and Kambiz, nominated for his talent and achievements with 

developing his own spoken word poetry.
 

Young Volunteer
This is awarded to a young person that has made a positive contribution to Slough through 

volunteering.  
Nominated for this category were Madison and Amber for their continued support and 

commitment as role models for sport.

Young Inspiration
This award is for a young person who has overcome challenges, 

never lets anything hold them back in life and has inspired others.  
Ditton Park Academy were thrilled to have Year 7’s Mia nominated in this category.

All nominees were awarded with certificates and had the opportunity to make an appearance on 
stage, whilst their achievements were recognised and celebrated by significant members of the 

borough presenting the awards.  

Ditton Park Academy were also delighted to have some winners amongst our nominees and would 
like to once again congratulate Kambiz, who took home an award for Young Artist and our three 

Eco-Warriors; Tiana, Emily and Maya who were winners of the ‘Young Entrepreneur’ category.

Well done to all of our talented nominees and thank you for 
continuing to be fantastic ambassadors of 

Ditton Park Academy.



Bank of England Trip
On the 4th December 2019, 61 Year 7 students currently studying business through 
their carousel, visited 'The Bank of England Museum', where they were eligible to 

explore the museum and learn about the ‘history of money.’  
Furthermore, students learnt about different financial terminology, such as ‘inflation’ 

and discover what The Bank of England actually did, which coincides with their 
business curriculum topic on money. 

Another highlight of the day included students being able to lift an actual gold bar, 
which they were surprised to learn was heavier than they expected.  

Students ended the day with lunch on the steps of The Royal Exchange and sketched 
The Bank of England building. 

Overview of the day by Shereice
'Diton Park Academy students visited 'The Bank of England Museum.'  Students had 

to fill in their booklets and collect facts about the 'Bank of England.' 
Five facts I learnt were: 

1.  The bank was founded in 1694
2.  The oldest piece of furniture in the Bank was the iron chest, which originally stored 

gold, coins and money.  
3.  Inflation is the general rise in price.

4.  The value of a bar of gold changes daily. 
5.  The name of the committee that sets interest rates to keep inflation low and 

stable is called the Monetary Policy Committee.”

The Academy looks forward to taking the next two business 
classes visiting the Bank of England in February.   



On the 6th December 2019, 25 students decided to brave the weather and sleep 
homeless at Ditton Park Academy to raise awareness, money and warm clothing for 

Slough homeless charity SHOC (Slough Homeless Our Concern).  
This was the first time Ditton Park Academy hosted the event and even bigger than 

the 10 students who took part last year.

It was great to see such a range of students getting on and enjoying time together, 
setting up their homes for the night.  

It was also an eye opener when feeling the potential discomfort and life-threatening 
situation the homeless face every night.  

Students & Staff who organised the Big Sleepout felt a fraction of that safe 
environment, with a safety net of a warm indoors.  

Currently the school raised at least two sacks of warm winter clothing and over £100 
donated on day.

A big thanks to the students that took part
Maya, Chloe, Gurneet, Faryal, Holly, Eve, Sampda, Jia, Shanice, 
Michelle, Yuhanna, Kiana Hannah A, Tiana, Sanah, Hannah O, 

Lewis, Krish, Haider, Emily, Jai, Alyssa, Janani, Yusuf, Mia

Mr Brunton (Magna House Leader) sends a big thank you to 
Mr Harvey, Mr Towersey and Mr Cividino 

(Cliveden House Leader) for giving up their Friday night for the 
Big Sleepout.

Big Sleepout Project



GTC Pizza Express Visit
On the 5th November 2019, students from the GTC had the amazing opportunity to 

visit their local Pizza Express restaurant, in Slough.  
Where they had the chance to experience make a fresh pizza from scratch, recognise 
the ingredients needed, understand the history of the pizza, hygiene in the kitchen 

and a quiz at the end.  
The purpose of this trip was to cover social skills, life skills and occupational therapy 

for individuals targets. 

Each student was given their own pizza to take back to school 
and enjoy! 

An enjoyable morning was had by all. 



Reading Recommendations
Stephen Davies our Patron of Reading has sent us these book recommendations.  

Why don't you give them a read over the Christmas break!

When I was in secondary school, Young Adult books weren’t really a thing.  
The Catcher in the Rye was the only teen fiction in my school library.  

Things are different now, library shelves are packed full of exciting, relatable Young Adult books.  
Here are five of my favourites;

Verdigris Deep - Frances Hardinge
One of her earlier novels but still my favourite.  Three friends steal coins from a 

wishing well and reap the creepy consequences.  Strong concept, relatable 
characters and reflections on the real desires that lie behind our superficial ‘wishes.’

Mortal Engines - Philip Reeve
"It was a dark, blustery afternoon in spring, and the city of London was chasing a small mining town 
across the dried-out bed of the old North Sea.”  I’m not a big reader of fantasy, but I couldn’t resist 

that belter of an opening line – and after that it just gets better. 

When Mr Dog Bites - Brian Conaghan
Dylan and Amir are such funny, vulnerable characters, and their banter made me laugh out loud.  

Ten seconds after turning the last page, I already felt bereft.  
Longing for a sequel.  [warning: the main character has Tourette Syndrome so there’s lots of 

swearing in this book]

Pigeon English - Stephen Kelman
Marketed as an adult novel, Pigeon English has been largely overlooked by young adult readers.  
This story of a Ghanaian immigrant moving to a crime-ridden South London housing estate is classic 

YA fare, even more relevant now than when it first came out.

One - Sarah Crossan
Sarah Crossan has written five brilliant verse novels and this story about conjoined twins is my 

favourite.  What always strikes me is how much love her books exude. Love of language, love of 
wit and love of people. If you’ve never read a verse novel, have a go - they’re easier than you might 

imagine.
Why don’t you try one of the above books? Go on, I dare you! And if you read one of them, make sure 
you come and say hello when I next visit your school, so you can let me know what you thought of it.

Warm wishes,

Stephen Davies



Youth Ambassador
On the 22nd of November, 6 of our students were lucky enough to take part in the 

annual Youth Ambassador conference.  
The students were able to meet other ambassadors who are part of leadership 
programmes at their own schools and take part in many different activities and 

workshops.  

Congratulations 
Tadi, Hayley, Paris, Shearyaar, Rekhai and Aidan.  

Well done for representing Ditton Park Academy so well! 

A statement from Hayley on how the Youth Ambassador event went;
At 9.20 the session of the day kicked off.  “Youth Conference 2019” looking around I 

could see about 10 schools, and each school could only select 6 students to 
participate.  

6 students out of around 1000 students, I felt honoured.  I felt proud to be one of the 
few selected to represent Ditton Park Academy at this event.  

Instantly, Laura (the events manager) introduced us to a mentor named Carl.  
The energy he had was indescribable and it was an energy no one in the room could 

help but mirror.  
Carl had inspired us to look forward to the future and that being a young adult in 

small Slough could not limit you from achieving your fullest potential.  
I had recognised a face in the room as one of the people from Aik Saath who has 
helped me learn how to be a peer mentor; little did I know that Fadumo (the face I 
had recognised) was one that was selected for this conference years ago, she began 

in the same place I did.  
Just the night before she had been at a prestigious awards evening with sports 

celebrities like Raheem Sterling; in order to be in a similar place to her, I will use every 
opportunity I am given.  



MCC Cricket Qualification
On the 19th November 2019, all 32 of our recently appointed sports leaders took 

part in their first sporting training day.  
Students from Years 9 to 12 worked extremely hard and have now completed their 

England Cricket Board (ECB) qualification. 
The students were able to learn many skills relating to how to coach peers in 

cricket skills such as; bowling, batting and fielding. 
The students will all be involved with assisting the extra-curricular clubs in the 

summer term in order to help peers develop skills. 

Football Girls of Their Own 
On the 21st November 2019, 3 of our students were given the opportunity to visit the 

Majeski stadium and undertake a workshop.  
The students were taught about how to integrate women’s football into their own 
schools and will be setting up a number of sessions in the near future to increase 

awareness and skills in women’s football. 

Well done to Louise, Ala and Ria all who were involved, we are 
incredibly proud of you!  

Aladdin Pantomine 
On the 5th December 2019, the whole of Year 8 attended the Theatre 'Royal 

Windsor's' annual Pantomime of Aladdin to support their current topic in Drama 
lessons.  

All students were super excited at this opportunity and enjoyed the expectation of 
audience participation aptly yelling and dancing along; including some of the 

teachers.  

Two Ditton Park Academy students were selected to go on stage and perform in a 
song with a cast member causing much delight and comedy for the rest of our 

students.  

All students were hooked for the duration of the performance and eagerly await to 
apply this inspiration to their own pantomime performances in drama lessons.  
As always we are exceptionally proud of how our students participate wholly in 
theatre trips at Ditton Park Academy, representing their passion for the subject. 



Mental Health & Wellbeing
At Ditton Park Academy, we take the 'Wellbeing and Mental Health of our students 

incredibly seriously, which is why this year, at every Parents’ Evening, we will be 
delivering mental health and wellbeing presentations to families.  

Many studies have linked the use of smart devices and social media with the increase 
in poor mental health and wellbeing in young people.  

Therefore, we thought it would be useful for families to read a recent article that 
appeared on Sky News.  

We would highly recommend that access to smart devices and social media for our 
students is limited (modelled by parents and families!), and kept in family spaces only 

(certainly out of bedrooms).  
Many young people are starting to recognise the detrimental effects of 

over-exposure to social media, and we have been delighted to hear from some of our 
students their decision to ‘ditch’ their smartphones and social media accounts; 

perhaps a New Year’s Resolution for all of us?
If you would like to speak to someone at the Academy about any concerns you may 

have, please contact your child’s Academic Mentor, House Leader or any of the 
Pastoral, Wellbeing or Safeguarding teams.  

Smartphone use is an addiction for a quarter of youngsters, Studies show.
Experts find one in four youngsters are using the devices in a way that is consistent 

with behavioural addiction. 

Extract from Sky News
'Problematic smartphone' use has been linked to anxiety, stress, poor sleep and depressed moods

A quarter of children and young people are "problematic smartphone" users and are using the 
devices in a way that is consistent with behavioural addiction, research suggests.

The study, by researchers at King's College London and published in BMC Psychiatry, analysed 41 
studies published since 2011 on smartphone usage and mental health involving more than 40,000 

under-20s.

It showed that on average 23% of youngsters were showing signs of "problematic smartphone 
usage" (PSU).

The researchers defined PSU as behaviour linked to smartphone use that has an element of 
addiction, such as anxiety when the phone is unavailable or causing neglect of other activities.  

The study also found that there are links between PSU and mental health issues such as anxiety, 
stress, poor sleep and depressed moods.

Co-senior author Dr Nicola Kalk from the Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience, said: 
"Smartphones are here to stay and there is a need to understand the prevalence of problematic 

smartphone usage.
"We don't know whether it is the smartphone itself that can be addictive or the apps that people 

use.



Restaurant Price Increases
Ditton Park is incredibly proud of the food provided by our catering team, led by Chef 

Ray.  
The feedback from students and staff is consistently high and they are always looking 

for new ideas and recipes to try out.  
Chef Ray has given some thought to the new menu for the spring term and it will 
include some favourites such as Lamb or Vegetarian Goulash as well as some new 

options including Creamy Chicken and Leek Pasta bake.

The full Spring Term menu will be published on the school website. 

However, like all schools we have to ensure that we get value for money in all our 
activities, and following our review of prices we will unfortunately need to increase 

the cost for some items to reflect increases in the cost of ingredients.  
We have sought to keep the increases as low as possible, and in some cases, such as 

the breakfast items, we are keeping the prices as they are.  
We will also be reducing the charge for the pizza, which is served on a Friday, to £2.20 

bringing it in line with the Pasta and Jacket Potato options as well as the other 
Grab & Go options. 

From January the charges will be:
Main Meal Deal (meat or vegetarian) 

& dessert
£2.80

Grab & Go Option and dessert £2.20
Jacket Potato with filling, and dessert £2.20

Pasta and dessert £2.20
Friday Pizza and dessert £2.20

Soup of the Day £1.40
Drinks £0.60

Popcorn £0.80
Dessert on its own £0.60

Breakfast items No change
Breakfast Porridge Free of Charge

For those students who are entitled to Free School Meals the daily allocation will 
increase to £2.80 to match the main meal deal. 

We believe that our menu provides excellent value for money for students and 
parents but if you have any feedback on any aspect of the restaurant and the meals 

provided please contact Matt Espley, the School Business Manager at 
m.espley@dittonparkacademy.co.uk 



Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about your child’s 
school, from the quality of teaching to dealing with bullying and poor behaviour.  

The survey can be completed at any time; you don’t have to wait until the school is 
being inspected. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk

Parent View

Merry Christmas

From all the staff at Ditton Park Academy, we 
would like to wish you all the best during the 

festive season.

We look forward to welcoming everyone back in 
the New Year! 


