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Dear Parents/Carers and Students,

Welcome to our last newsletter of the year and celebrate together what promises to be a brilliant summer! We hope 
you enjoy reading about the many fantastic events that have taken place this term despite the restrictions. 

Not many can argue that the 2020 – 2021 school year was not a challenging one, but as we wrap-up the year, I hope 
we can all agree how amazingly resilient our students, teachers, families, and community members are! Thank you for 

being so wonderful and working together.

I am so proud of our student body and staff for all their hard work and well-earned successes, and on behalf of all of us 
at Ditton Park Academy, I would like to thank everyone for their patience, enthusiasm, and support. 

We have been able to ensure that students had the opportunity for in-person learning, club activities, and recognition/
achievement assemblies. 

Together, we made the most of a difficult year and are finishing well and feeling very positive about the future 
opportunities that await our young people! 

  
Finally, I would like to congratulate our newest alumni, the graduates of class 2021, and wish them the best of luck as 

they take on new challenges in life.
 

In closing, I want to reiterate our gratitude for your continued support and wish you and your family good health and 
good spirits. Warmer, albeit wetter, weather has arrived, and better times are here or coming very soon. 

Thank you again and best wishes for a happy, healthy, and productive summer!
 

Warm regards

Nick Caulfield - Principal



House News

This year has been a very difficult year for all staff and students, but through it all, the resil-
ience of the students has been admirable.  We have seen two lockdowns, and year group 
bubbles. We have seen students navigate themselves through an unprecedented time of 
uncertainty, and yet they persevere and for the most part strive to learn and grow, showing 
all aspects of the SASH values we hold so dearly here at Ditton Park Academy.  
Heads of House and the Pastoral Team are so proud of each and every student and know 
that the times we are living in will one day be taught in History books of the world. 
As Heads of Houses, we know that as a community of learners, our students have made the 
most of their scholastic lives. They are eager and ready to forge ahead, to learn from what 
has happened and gain a new perspective that will steer them in the right direction. This will 
allow them to have a better understanding of how they learn and engage with their educa-
tion.

The house cup has come to an end for the 2020/21 school year, and it has been incredibly 
successful. The House Cup has had over 200 entries this year, all via our House TEAMS. 
We have seen amazing talent, teamwork, and encouragement from pupils and staff. Windsor 
House were the winners of the house cup for the second year in a row, Eton followed closely 
in second place, Cliveden in third place, and finally Magna House.

The House Cup will be back next year and will hopefully be bigger and better! Keep a look 
out in September.



During the last half term of the academic year, we have been 
fortunate to have Free Fruit Friday up and running every week. 
With a huge thank you to local suppliers Shipleys Foodservice, 
who have kindly donated fresh fruit to DPA in order to give 
students access to a healthy and nutritious snack at break 
time. In the last 3 weeks, students have devoured 1200 pieces 
of fruit! Varying from apples, bananas, pears, satsumas, and 
strawberries. Over the last few weeks of the academic year, 
FFF will be sponsored by Kings 
Ridge Roofing who have kindly 
backed our healthy eating initiative 
and we would like to extend our 
thanks to them for their ongoing 
support.



Here are some testimonies from students about how they have found this year.

A Big DPA Clean Up was organised within all houses to celebrate world Ocean 
week. We had volunteers pick up litter during break 1 and 2, working together 

to help make sure our social areas are clean and tidy for everyone to enjoy. Well 
done to everyone who was involved.

Taivon 

“I think this year has gone well, but I preferred it towards the end because we got to walk to 
our lessons instead of staying in one classroom the whole day. It can get boring sometimes 
staying in the same room all day.
Apart from that, it has been great. All the teachers have been really nice, and the pastoral 
mentor for year 8 has been really helpful too.
I am looking forward to joining year 9 in September.” 

Sami 

“This year, even though it was Lockdown for 3 months, was very easy thanks to the amazing 
teachers here at Ditton Park. I must admit, lock down did interfere with my learning and hold 
me back from doing my best work, but I was able to recover from it and ever since, I have 
been doing well. 

Neha

“I have found this year in Ditton Park Academy absolutely fantastic! It has been so interesting, 
amazing and brilliant! I really enjoy all lessons, especially English, French and Art. Even in 
lockdown, the online lessons were so pleasurable and I learnt many new things I didn’t know 
before. After lockdown, when face-to-face lessons were acceptable, it was magnificent to see 
all my teachers and friends again and I found so much interest in every lesson we had. So far, 
my year has been going great and I have improved on all my subjects in class all thanks to my 
remarkable teachers who have helped me along the way! Thank you to all my amazing teachers 
for helping me improve so quickly! 



Jamie

“Last year, I had finished my Primary School years and I transitioned into Secondary School. 
During this time, the Coronavirus Pandemic was still at its peak so coming into Year 7 was 
really different than what other year groups had experienced when they arrived at Ditton 
Park Academy. This year has been challenging to me and I am sure it has been challenging 
to others. I have faced a lot of  changes this year, for example; before we were in a Science 
room or the Main Hall of  the school but during this last half  term of  school we were able to 
experience what all the wonderful rooms of  a specific subject were. Overall, I have found this 
year challenging but I have still enjoyed this year.”

Tianha

“This year was tough… but also an astonishing experience in my opinion. Learning over 
a computer was successful but very frustrating as I was not able to have that face-to-face 
communication with my peers and teachers. It was very comforting being at home as we could 
relax and learn at the same time, but it made myself very listless by not sticking to my daily 
routine as I would have if we were to go to school. On the other hand, when we went back to 
school in March, things got much easier and better. Although, we were on one floor for each 
bubble, we were able to have the resources that we could not use at home at school and were 
able to get more of a one-to-one support. We also had Mrs. Hayden on our corridor which was 
an amazing help. That meant that if we had any problems at home or issues in school, we were 
able to go to her and I know that all our problems and issues were going to be solved in the 
best way possible and would stay between us to a certain extent, which is extremely helpful! 
I am now very thankful that we can walk around and use the resources usefully and enjoy my 
secondary years whilst getting the best education that I can get!” 

Mr Kamran 

 “Being a pastoral manager has a lot to do with patience and understanding, a lot of  the 
students here in DPA need someone who they can trust and can guide them towards the 
right path. We as a team here at DPA believe that supporting our students throughout all 
their problems and concerns takes a big weight of  their shoulders, also being able to mentor 
certain students and having that 1-1 meeting with them on regular basis we believe keeps 
them very grounded and helps them to achieve their targets step by step. 
Overall its an amazing feeling being able to help our students and see them grow and achieve 
so much!”

As a school, we are all in this together, and knowing that, is sometimes the most 
difficult thing of all.
A quote from Charlie Mackesy:
 
“Everyone is a bit scared”
         Said the horse
“But we are less scared together”

Have a wonderful summer!



Core Values & Ethos





Mental Health and well-being tips 

The past year has been tough for most of us. We haven’t been able to see our friends, go about our lives in the way 
we would like to and have fun.  

As the school year comes to an end and we reflect upon our experiences during the pandemic, it can be helpful to 
remember some tips to support your own self-care this summer. To relax, spend time with loved ones and do things 
that make us happy.  

There are a lot of things you can do to look after yourself. Just as we look after our physical health, it’s important to 
look after our mental health, the two are very closely connected.  

1. There are over 90 self-
care strategies identified 
and written by young 
people on ‘On My Mind’ so 
you can try out different 
ones until you find 
something that works for 
you.  

2. Draw up a plan. Put 
aside some time every day 
for yourself and say what 
you will do.  

3. Everyone has mental 
health. Talking almost 
always helps and listening 
always helps others. 
 

 

By creating a self-care plan you will be 
able to identify activities that you can 
use to support your mental health. 
You can adapt your plan on a weekly 
or monthly basis depending on your 
schedule or priorities.  

 

By breaking down your self-care 
approaches into different categories 
(physical, emotional, social, and 
practical) you will be able to monitor 
and positively influence your 
wellbeing throughout the day. 

 

 

 
Take part in #selfcaresummer! With Anna Freud Centre 

Every day over the summer holidays the AFC will be highlighting different self-care 
strategies featured on their self-care resource page with contributions from our Young 
Champions, staff, and friends of the Anna Freud Centre. You can find them on Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram.  

Supporting your child’s mental health and 
wellbeing 

What can I do at home? 

Find time to talk, just the two of you – ‘Check in’ with them while 
you’re doing things together, so they get used to talking about their 
feelings. 

Play together – Play helps them to be curious, learn new things, solve 
problems, and express feelings without words. 

Be a role-model – Show how you cope with difficult feelings and look 
after yourself. 

 

Check out the A-Z Parent Support Guide and the Young 
Minds Parent page for more information on how to 
support your child. 



Self-Worth   Aspire   Success   Honesty

Please arrive at Ditton Park Academy no earlier than: 7.30am
          and no later than: 8.35am

If you are late, you must sign in with the Attendance Officer in the Academy Office. 
Persistent lateness will be dealt with in line with the Academy’s Code of Conduct. If you 
cannot attend the Academy, a parent/carer must telephone the Attendance Officer as 
early as possible and no later than 9.00am on the first morning of absence.

Attendance and Punctuality

Academy Terms and Holidays 2021/2022

Inset Days:

• Wednesday 1st September 2021  
• Wednesday 29th September 2021  
• Thursday 11th November 2021   
• Monday 29th November 2021 
• Tuesday 18th January 2022
• Friday 18th March 2022

Student Progress Review Days (8.00am-3.00pm) 
One-to-one ten-minute meeting with the Academic Mentor
SPRD 1 - Tuesday 5th October 2021
SPRD 2 - Monday 28th March 2022



Staggered Start Dates/Times for Year Groups



DPA Sixth Form Filming Team Hit the Headlines!Important Parent/Carer Events at Ditton Park Academy 2021-22



Computer Ethics 

We are currently living in times where we have seen an increase in 
the use of computer technologies and artificial intelligence in all sectors.
This means that in education all students need to appreciate the 
principles of computing by understanding the ethical and social role of 
computers in the society. 

As a department we are committed to equipping our students with the 
skills they need for their future, by giving them confidence in using IT 
while being ethical and safe.  All computing students are taught about 
ethical issues, environmental issues and legal issues in computing.



 Spanish

This academic year has been a tough one! Not only for teachers and 
parents but also for our students who have shown great resilience, 
adapting themselves quickly to the difficulties and emerging stronger 
after such challenging times. I just want to say a massive thank 
you to all of my Spanish students at DPA, in particular to my Year 7 
students who have worked hard, not only during the lockdown, but 
throughout the whole academic year. They have shown great interest 
and enthusiasm and we have had lots of fun despite these difficult 
circumstances. The change that Covid-19 has brought into our lives 
has made more apparent our desire to travel and the importance or 
learning a new language in our pursuit to understand other cultures. 
We have learned different traditions, arts and stories of the people 
associated with the Spanish language and in turn we have also 
promoted greater tolerance, empathy, and acceptance of other 
individuals. I am sure my students will continue to demonstrate the 
same level of commitment next year and I wish them the very 
best for their future.

Posters done by two of my year 7 students about why learning Spanish is important



 

Analogue Photography 

 

You can have a go at home with these instructions. 

Our Fantastic year 12 Photography A Level group 

have been getting to grips with a range of analogue 

techniques this term. All students have been 

completing photoshoots with black and white 

disposable film cameras and producing some really 

exciting results. One morning students worked as 

a team to transform the Photography room into a 

camera obscura – capturing the view from outside 

and projecting it upside down into the room.



Science Newsletter

Dear DPA Scientists,  
 
This year has been challenging but we are proud of the hard work and effort you have all put in to still make 
it a fantastic year! Well done, especially Year 11 and Year 13! Hope you all have a wonderful summer break 
and stay safe. We look forward to you all growing stronger and better next year in Science. 

  DPA super scientists 2020-2021 
 
Well done to the following students who were awarded Commitment to Learning Awards and 
Achievement Awards for Science this academic year! 
 
Year 7                                                                          Year 8 
Musa   – Commitment to Learning                     Ibby – Commitment to Learning  
Dishante  – Achievement                               Krishna – Achievement  
 
Year 9 (Combined Science)                                        Year 9 (Triple Science) 
Aishani – Commitment to Learning             Karambir – Commitment to Learning  
Olivia  – Achievement                                             Nachammai – Achievement  
 
Year 10 (Combined Science)                                      Year 10 (Triple Science) 
Rhea  – Commitment to Learning                  Sampda – Commitment to Learning  
Shaniya – Achievement                                     Esa – Achievement  
 
KS5 Science            
Adam – A Level Biology                                   Mariam – A Level Chemistry 
Muzammil – A Level Physics                          Farhan – BTEC Science 
 

Year 12 chemistry students carrying out 
organic synthesis of cyclohexane as part of 
organic compounds.              

Year 10 students were producing copper sulphate 
salt crystals from sulphuric acid of their study

Students’ work

Completed by Raha and Amar

Completed 
by
Adam



All Year groups, including Year 8, were completing revision for their 
End of Year exams and DIRT tasks after their exam to improve. 

Completed by Nora Completed by Nora

Year 9 Triple Science were modelling 
extended writing questions using the mark 
scheme and teacher expertise. 

8C were investigating the salt tolerance of pea 
plants and how it affected their rate of growth. 

Completed by 9TS  Completed by 8C

Year 7 classes have been doing practicals 
and class 7D did the food tests investigation. 

10CS5 were using metacognition strategies to 
help them revise for their End of Year science 
exams. 



Summer Reading 

Librarian recommended read

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling is my standout book for 
this year. Don’t be put off by the title, it is a fantastic book, heart-warming and funny 

with a cast of wonderful characters. The story is about Aven, a girl who 
although born with out arms doesn’t let her difficulties get in the way of 

living her life, making new friends, and solving the mystery surrounding 
her dad’s new job. Sora has both the eBook and audio book available, 

I listened to the audio version and the reader is brilliant. 

Highly recommended!

The school library may be shutting up for the summer but that doesn’t mean that 
students don’t have access to reading.  The school library offers both eBooks and 

audio books that can be borrowed at any time via Sora. This can be accessed 
directly from Reading Cloud (the school library website) or the free app can be 

downloaded to any mobile device.

Sora has a fantastic range of books available including nearly 30 books that are 
always available to borrow. This would be a fantastic chance for a group of friends 
or a family group to read and talk about the same book across the summer. Here is 

a sample of some of the books available:

Classic fiction is also always available to borrow so this would be a great 
opportunity to get ahead with English literature reading.

You will also find all the books by popular authors like David Walliams and JK 
Rowling and books for all ages to enjoy reading or listening to this summer.



Dear friends,
I hope this finds you all in good health and enjoying the 
feast of football that is Euro 2020. 

Watching the heroics of world-class goalkeepers like Stole 
Dimitrievski and Martin Dubravka reminded me of another 
world-class keeper, the fictional El Gato from Mal Peet’s 
incredible novel Keeper.

Back in primary school, you probably read your fair share 
of football books (Frankie’s Magic Football, anyone?), but I 
promise you that none of those books are even in the same 
league as Keeper, which Carousel magazine described as 
‘the best football novel for young people ever.’

The book is about a South American sports journalist 
called Paul Faustino, who is interviewing a world-famous 
goalkeeper known only as El Gato (“The Cat”). On the table 
between them stands the World Cup trophy, which El Gato’s 
team has just won. Part football story, part ghost story, the 
book is utterly engrossing and will haunt you for the rest of 
your life. 

Read it now, thank me later.

Best wishes to all staff and students at Ditton Park Academy. 
Enjoy the rest of the Euros, the rest of term and the rest of 
your summer. And of course, keep reading! 

Stephen Davies- DPA’s Patron of Reading



 Year 12 A-level Psychology

Students in year 12 have done extensive 
reading and research to look for scientific 

evidence looking into areas of the brain that 
cause aggression. Shown here are labelled 
3d models the students made identifying 

key areas which could hold the key.
In year 12 we look at a range of theories 

and studies which use the most scientific 
brain scanning techniques which allow us 

to compare violent criminals to non-violent 
individuals.

The advanced questions that students must 
think about at 6th form level are:

1. Is violence in our nature or nurture?
2.       What are the implications if humans       

have predispositions to violence?
3.       Should we use technology to          
identify and stop crime.
4. Should we try to control human   
 behaviour with drug control.

This article could be the first look Key stage 
3 and 4 students have of Psychology and I 

hope it gives you a brief insight to the depth 
of scientific knowledge, the debates within 

Psychology on older themed topics and 
gets you thinking more.

For more information feel free to visit room 
240 or speak to one of the fifty-two year 12 

students.

Does the structure of the human brain hold the key to a human aggression?



Achievement Assemblies

To recognise the fantastic efforts and achievement of our students over what has been a unique year, 
we held a number of Achievement assemblies this week in lieu of being able to hold our usual annual 
Achievement Evening celebration.  The assemblies provided a wonderful opportunity to celebrate the 

dedication, perseverance and commitment to learning demonstrated by all students and in particular our 
award winners.  As the assemblies were held in school in year groups, rather than in our usual evening format 

where only parents/carers would attend, students were able to share their success and recognition with 
their peers which proved a lovely way to enter our final few weeks of term.  In addition, Mr Caulfield and 

Mr McNab also met with the winners of the Principal’s Awards and the Bill Alexander Award personally to 
congratulate the students on their accomplishments; well done to Andrei-Eric, Shevonne, Mason, Riya, Noor 
and Gracey (who wasn’t able to attend to receive her Principal’s Award).  The assemblies were filmed and will 

be available to view on our website shortly.

Many, many students were nominated and it proved a tricky task to shortlist the students down to the final 
award winners, so a very well-deserved ‘congratulations’ to all the students who were nominated.  In addition 

to being recognised for their efforts, award winners also received prizes ranging from personally chosen 
books to kindles.  Finally, a huge thank you to all the parents/carers and family and friends whose support 

has undoubtedly contributed to the success of our students.  

Here are the students who received awards.   

 Mason receiving his Principal’s Award – 
great job!

 Riya receiving her Principal’s Award – 
well done!

Noor receiving her Principal’s 
award – fantastic effort! 

Andrei-Eric receiving his Bill 
Alexander Award for outstanding 

contribution to education.  Well done! 

 Shevonne receiving her 
Principal’s Award - very well deserved!



Year 7   Year 8



     Year 10 Year 9



Year 12



SASH



Summer Learning

A famous song lyric reminds us that we should ‘sit back and unwind’ in the Summertime!  Never has this 
been more important than now, following the year and half we have all just experienced.  However, there is 
only so much ‘unwinding’ we can do before we start to feel restless and lethargic and in need of stimulation.  
To that end, we have collated a few simple suggestions for activities you might wish to engage in during 
the long summer break – not only are these creative, fun and family-friendly, they will also keep your brains 
active, ready for all the new learning that will commence in September!



Our Cultural Capital Champions have also put together a 
few suggestions for some fun summer activities.

Although school may be over for the summer, these are a few 
super activities you can all do to put yourselves in the best 

position possible as you move into a new year group. 
Please find your CURRENT year group below and make sure to 

get involved! 
We look forward to seeing what you got up to this summer!

Year 8

Get lost in a new experience 
by attending a virtual (online) 
event (programming workshops, 
art galleries, virtual tour of The 
Globe, exhibitions or even 
stream a live music concert)

Year 9 
Explore your local area and 
complete a photography scavenger 
hunt. Escape to a new world by 
going to see a play or using theatre 
online. Visit local historical places of 
interesting such as Hampton Court 
or Windsor Castle. 

Year 10

Try and visit UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites (The Tower of 
London, Royal Botanic Gardens 
at Kew, Maritime Greenwich and 
The Palace of Westminster)

Years 11 and 12

Attend a virtual workshop/internship/
online course even if it’s just for a day 
(to help boost your prospects for 
University applications or jobs)

Year 7

Immerse yourself in watching 
the Olympics. It will improve 
your cultural capital as well as 
provide context for academic 
knowledge.



The Scholar’s Club

Kitty with her graduation 
certificate

Kitty with her graduation 
certificate

It has been an exciting term for some of our 
Year 10 students who have been taking part in 
‘The Scholar’s Programme’ this term, run by an 
organisation called The Brilliant Club. They have 
been working with Miss Grantham and Nick Baker, a 
PHD student, to better understand the requirements 
of university study. They have even taken on the 
task of completing a University Level essay of 2000 
words, on a topic titled ‘Only the Educated are 
Free: Knowledge and Power in Classical Athens.’ 
The students took part in an (unfortunately !) online 
graduation ceremony on Wednesday the 14th of 
July to celebrate their achievements.

A big congratulations to Emily, Mia, Kitty, Charvi, 
Patricia, Arjan, Gurneet and Dev. 

Summer Catch Up Pack for Yr 7-10
As one of many measures 
in response to Covid-19 
disruption to leaning, DPA 
has given ‘summer catch-
up packs’ to our students. 
This pack includes 
resources for English, 
Maths and Science with 
instructions from Lead 
Teachers of these subjects 
on using these materials. 
There is a link on the 
instruction sheet to revise/
catch-up for other subject 
areas. 

We asked parents/carers to sign up to receive 
this pack and we have received an exceptional 
response as always. Over 90% parents/carers 

signed up. 



Sports Week
As expected, Sports day looked very different this year with COVID im-

plications still in place but that didn’t stop our lovely students from showing 
off their skills in our Year group sports days over the week. 

We kicked off with Year 8 on Monday 5th July, followed by Year 7 and Year 9 
cohorts on Friday 9th July. There were some amazing performances across 

the track, field and alternative sports and many highlights as featured in 
some of the photos below!




