
 

 

9 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Re: Principal’s End of Autumn Term 2020 Letter  
 
It seems incredible that we are at the end of 2020; a year that can only be described 
as ‘unbelievable’ and ‘unprecedented’. We are so proud of how our community, 
including students, parents, staff and management, has worked together to maintain 
as much normality for all of us despite the Covid-19 restrictions the school has had 
to put in place and often adapt, to adhere to the government guidelines. Thank you 
for your continued support, understanding and patience during this term; it is much 
appreciated.  
 
We welcomed another Year 7 cohort into the school in September and we are so 
happy to see how well they have done in their first term. We also cannot quite 
believe that the students we opened the school with in 2014 have now become Year 
13!  What an exciting few years’ we have had together. Having looked at this term’s 
set of school data, there is much to celebrate in pupils’ achievements, both inside 
and outside the classroom, and many positive comments being made about the 
ongoing personal development of our students.  
 
Christmas lunch – Our restaurant is again providing a delicious Christmas lunch for 
the whole school on Wednesday 16th & Thursday 17th December. Our Chef and his 
team will be catering for all dietary requirements on the day. The menu will be a 
roast dinner with all the trimmings followed by a delicious pudding. Festive music 
will be filling the restaurant throughout the lunch period. We will swap the years 
around on Thursday 17th December when they go for lunch so that all students can 
have the choice of eating a Christmas lunch.  
 
Christmas Jumper/Hat/Tie - We would like to invite the children and staff to wear 
their Christmas jumpers/hats/ties on Friday 11th December and bring in a food 
donation. At this time when so many people are struggling, we hope that we can 
celebrate a festive event with a good deed. Thank you in advance of your support.  
 
Start of the School Day  
The staggered start to the day seems to work very well for keeping us all safe and we 
will continue with this on our return in January. However, as parents we must once 
again ask that you refrain from driving into the Kings Reach Estate to drop off your 
child. We have asked on many occasions for you to use alternative ways of coming to 
school but if a car is needed then drop off along Upton Court Road using the car 
park. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Extracurricular Clubs  
As you are aware, during this term we have had to make several adaptations to our 
after-school club provision in response to government directives. We will be looking 
at the timetable for the Spring Term 2021 over the coming weeks and will be in 
touch in the New Year about any changes.  
 
Staff News  
There are sometimes occasions during a school year when we say goodbye to a 
member of staff. At the end of the Autumn Term, Ms Richards is leaving us.  I know 
you will join me in wishing her well. 
 
Mock Exams January 2021 
We return in the New Year to PPE/Mock exams for Year 11 and Year 13. This year is 
no different to previous years where students in these year groups experience 
exams in their final year. Fortunately, students at DPA are used to doing exams and 
we are confident that they will approach these exams with this in mind. The 
timetable has gone to individual students and an overview is available on the 
website. These will continue under the current DfE guidelines and we have done 
everything to make them safe for our young people. Their revision and work ethic is 
key to the success they have. 
 
Year 11 & 13 Summer 2021 Exams 
The DfE have recently announced that it is their intention to ensure the summer 
exams continue but that there will be some amendments to support young people 
who have had to study at home during the pandemic. We are expecting this 
announcement in January 2021 and we will communicate this to you as soon as we 
have the details. What we do know is that they are looking at providing a list of 
topics that will be in the exams or even being able to take a formula sheet into the 
exam. Until this is made available, we will continue to support young people to the 
best of our ability in these times. However, please note the start dates have been 
pushed back three weeks and the results day is now Friday 27 August 2021.  
 
Remote Learning 
You are now probably all familiar with the DfE guidance we must follow and students 
needing to work from home if they have come into close contact with students who 
have tested positive. As a result of this we have ensured that our online facility to 
access teaching and learning supports young people who must be at home. The 
information is attached to this letter and has already been made available to you 
directly and via the website. 
 
Face Coverings 
We cannot thank you enough for supporting us to ensure students have face 
coverings when they enter the school buildings. This has no doubt helped with our 
efforts to keep students and staff safe. It also is important messaging that we are all 
trying to help each other and that we are all doing our bit. Although these are not 
compulsory in class now, we are continually assessing the risks and what we need to 
do to keep everyone safe. Please ensure that your child has a face covering and  



 

 

 
spares so that if we feel it is needed staff and students can easily transfer to wearing 
coverings in class as well as communal spaces. If this changes we will provide you 
with the details. 
 
Dates for the Diary  
4 Jan 2021  School re-opens for Spring Term 
14 Jan 2021  Year 12 Parents Evening 
19 Jan 2021  INSET Day (school closed to students) 
4 Feb 2021  Year 11 Parents evening and mock results day 
15-19 Feb 2021 Spring Half Term holiday 
25 Feb 2021  Year 8 GCSE Options evening 
1 Mar 2021  Student Progress Review Day 
4 Mar 2021  English Showcase Evening 
18 Mar 2021  INSET Day (school closed to students) 
25 & 26 Mar 2021 School Production 
1st April 2021  End of term – school closes at 12.40 for Easter Holiday 
 
End of Term  
Please remember that the Autumn Term finishes at lunchtime on Friday 18 
December. There are no afternoon sessions.  
 
May we take this opportunity to wish you and your families a very Happy Christmas 
and a peaceful and healthy New Year.  We look forward to welcoming you and your 
children back to school on Monday 4 January 2021.  
 
With very best wishes  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
         
 
Nick Caulfield       Chris McNab 
Principal       Associate Principal 
 
 


